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Bleſſed be Gov, even the Father of our Lox p FO Cnx1sT, , the Fa- 


ther of Mercies, and the Gop of all Comfort; who comforteth us ãn 

all our Tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are 5 
in any Trouble, by the Comfort, wherewith ourſelves are comforted | - 
of Gop,——2 Corinthians, i. 3, 4. | 


Lon 5 thou haſt led the Blind ** a Way chat he knew not. 
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Where hall my wond'ring Soul begin? 
How ſhall I all to Heav'n aſpire ? 
A Slave redeem'd from Death and Sin, 
A Brand pluck'd from eternal Fire: 
How ſhall I equal Triumphs raiſe, 
And fing * great Deliv'rer's Praiſe ? 
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UH E following $heets were © written at 

divers Times, for my own Satisfaction. 
But about 17 Years ago, when I was in the 
Neucaſtle Round, I tranſcribed them into a 
Book. Some of our Friends ſaw them, and : 
begg'd they might be printed; which I re- 
fuſed at that Time, knowing wy own Igno- 
rance and Inability. us * 


However Mr. M the Lawyer, 
heard of it, and defired me to let him ſee it; 
when he thought, as the Caſe had been al- 
ready publiſhed, and had been a Means of 

ſtirring up many to hear the Word, this 

might be of Uſe to comfort ſome that were 

in Trouble, and adviſed me to * it to the 
Preſs. 


* 


2 rie PREFACE. 


I DECLINED it * the 1 but Mr. 
THORNTON ſhew'd them to ſeveral Friends 
at Leeds, who were of the fame Opinion, 
and preſſed upon me to print it immediately, 
which I with much Reluctance agreed to: 
And 1 pray, that Gop may make it a Bleſs- 
ing to all that read } it; and if any receive Be- 

nefit therefrom, the LoxpD ſhall have the 
Glory ; 3 for to him alone i it doth belong 


a wrong may, the LB 1 1 


And that wo one may be haft by me, or any 
Thing 4 have written or mandel is the ſin- 
cere Prayer . WV ye. 59 ED 
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FED. JOHN NELSON « was ee in ts Pariſh of : 
1 *. Birſtal, in the Weſt-Riding of the County « of | 
York, in October, 1707, and brought up a Ma- 

AN ſon, as was my Father before me. | 


Wurx I was between nine and ten Years old, 1 was 
horribly terrified with the Thought of Death ard Judg- 
ment, whenever I was alone: And one Sunday Night * 
fat on the Ground, by the Side of my Father's Chair, 
as he was reading the 20th Chapter of the Revelation, 
when the Word came with ſuch Light and Power to my 

Soul, that it made me tremble and cry, as if a Dart was 
ſhot into my Heart; and J fell with my Face on the Floor, 
till the Place was wet where I lay, as if Water had been 
pbured thereon. As my Father proceeded, I thought I 
ſaw every Thing he read about, tho my Eyes were ſhut; 

and the Sight was ſo terrible, that I was about to ſtop 
my Ears, that I might not hear, but I durſt not; for as 
ſoon as I put my Fingers to my Ears, I pulled them back 
again, When he came to the 11th Verſe, the Words 
made me cringe, and my-Fleſh - ſeemed to creep on my 
Bones; where he ſaid, And I jaw a great white Throne, and 
Him that fat thereon, from whoſe Face the" Heaweris and Earth * 


* 
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feed away, and there was found no Place for them + And 1 faw 
the Dead, fmall and great, ſtand before GO D, and the Books 
were opened: and another Book was opened, which is the Book of | 
Life ; and the Dead were judged out of thoſe Things that were 
written in the Books, according to their Works, O! what a 
Scene was opened in my Mind! It was as if I had ſeen 
the Lofp JEsus CHxIsT fitting on his Throne, with the 
Twelve Apoſtles below him; and a large Book open at 
his left Hand on the Throne ; and as it were a Bar fixed 
about ten Paces from the Throne, to which all the Chil- 
dren of Adam came up ; and every one as he approached 
opened his Breaſt, as quick as a Man could open the 
Boſom of his Shirt: On one Leaf of the Book was writ. 
ten the Character of the Children of Go, and on the - 
other the Character of thoſe that ſhould not enter into 
the Kingdom of Heaven. I thought neither the Loxy 
nor the Apoſtles ever ſaid any Thing, but every Soul, 
as they came up to the Bar, compared their Conſciences 
with the Book, and went away to their own Places; one 
Part ſinging, and the other crying and howling. Thoſe 
that went to the Right Hand were but like the Stream of 
a Brook, but the others like the F * of a mighty 
River. | 
Soy hath followed me with Cabwictions ever ande 1 
was ten Years old; and whenever I had committed anß 
| known Sin, either againſt Gop or Man, I uſed to be ſo 
terrified afterwards, that I ſhed many a Tear in private: 
Vet when I came to my Companions, I wiped my Face 
and went on again in Sin and Folly; but O the Hell I 
found in my Mind when I came to be alone again, and 
what Reſolutions I made; nevertheleſs, when Tempta- 


tion came, my Reſolutions were as a Thread of Tow, 
00 had to. ch d the Fice, | 


5 1 
| Wax I was about Sixteen, I heard a Sermon in our 
own Church, which deprived me of Reſt in the Night, 
nor durſt I fin as I had before for many Days, But alas! 


"i looked the wrong Way, for I watched thoſe that were 


older and more learned than myſelf, and what they did I 
thought I might ſafely do; ſo turned back to Sin and 


Folly.----O what Evil do the old and learned Men do to 


thoſe that are young and unlearned! when their Lives 
are corrupt, they are certainly the moſt accurſed Beings 
on the Earth: How many Times have their Examples har- 
dened my Heart, and encouraged me in the broad Way! 
Surely they are a Curſe to their own Children and Ser- 
vants, as well as their ignorant, unlearned Neighbours. 


Warn I was turned a little of Sixteen, my Father was 


taken ill, which I thought was for my Wickedneſs; yet 
at that Time, vile as I was, I prayed earneſtly that God 


would ſpare him for the Sake of my Mother and the 


young Children, and let me die in his Stead ; but the 
Loxp would not regard my Prayer, Three Days before 


he died, he ſaid to my Mother, © Trouble not thyſelf for 
me; for. I know that my Peace is made with Gon, and 


He will provide for Thee and the Children.” I was 


greatly ſurprized at his Words, wondering how he could 


know his Peace was made with God. 


IN one of my Times of Trouble 1 was in a Stable, and 
falling into a Slumber, I dreamt that I prayed that Gos 


would make me happy; but I thought, what will make 


me happy, if the Loxp would do for me what I aſk of 


him? Then I dreamt; I beheld Jeremiah the Prophet 


ſtanding on a large Block of Stone, at the Weſt-gate of 
A Hy Countenance was erave, and with great 
1 MS 
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Authority he reproved the Elders and-Magiftrates obthe 
City; for which they were enraged, and pulling him 
down, caſt him on a Dunghill where the Butchers pour- 
ed forth the Blood of their flain Beaſts: And I imagin- 
ed I ſaw'them tread him under their Feet, but his Coun- 
tenance never changed, neither did he ceaſe to cry out, 
Thus faith the LORD; if ye will not repent and give Glory to 
my Name, I will bring Deſtruction on you and your City. He 
| Jeemed ſo compoſed, and fo happy, while he lay on the 
Dunghill, and.they were treading him under their Feet, 
that I ſaid in my Dream, O Gop, make me like Fere- 
mah,” And tho' but a Dream, it left ſuch an Impreſſion 
upon me, as if I had ſeen it with my Eyes. And ſince 
then, Thou, Lord, in a ſmall Meaſure, haſt ven me 
to taſte of his Cup. | 


8 1 Was about Mien I Cound myſelE 3 in n 
Danger of falling into ſcandalous Sins, and 1 prayed, 1 
believe, twenty Times for Gop to preſerve me, and give 
me a Wife that I might live with to his Glory, Heheard 
my Prayer, and delivered me out of many dangerous 
"Temptations, for which 1 wu his holy N ame, 


| Tur firſt Time I ever ſavy my Wiſe was a at Tonge, where | 
I was going to build the New ( hurch. I did nat know 
who ſhe was, nor where ſhe came from; ; but at firſt Sight 
I ſaid an my Mind, - That is the Woman I aſked of Gov. 
' in Prayer; and I fully determined, if I got married, 1 
-would live to his Glory. But what is a Reſolution when 
made in our own Strength! For tho? I believe Gap gave 
me the moſt ſuitable Wife that IJ could have had i in every 
Reſpect, yet for ſome Years after we were married, 1 did | 
Not W to his Glory, for I loved Pleafure more chan 
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Gov ;z tho' many a Time, when I had been ſhooting a 
whole Day, and had got the Creatures I purſued, yet 1 
was quite unhappy, and ready to break the Gun in Pieces, 
reſolving to never ſhoot or hunt more. And I ſaid to my 
| Wife, ] am determined to leave off this Courſe of Life, 
yet it is impoſſible if I ſtay here; therefore if thou be free, 
I will go to Sir Rowland Wynne's, and ſee if I can get Bu- 
| finels there, or ſomewhere elſe at a Diſtance from home; 


9 


to which ſhe gladly conſented, neither of us acquainting 
any one with my Deſign. 


Ox Monday Morning we parted i in 228 Love, pray- 
hg one for the other. As I went from our Town, I made 
Uſe of Jacob's Words which he ſpake to the LoRD as he 
went to Padanaram; and the Loxp bleſſed me in all my 
Journey. I found Work at Newark on Trent, and ſtayed 
about a Month : All that Time the Hand of Gop Was on 
me, by convicting me of my former. Sins ; ; 10 that. the 
Senſe of his Wrath being juſtly kindled againſt me, made 
me cry to Him for Mercy, ſome Days forty Times in the 
Day. Then I went to London, and got into Buſineſs the 
Day I arrived there, Here my Concern for Salvation 
increaſed for ſome Time, and 1 continued to read and 
pray when I had done my Work, refuſing all Company; 
and I believe, if I had had ſome one to ſhew me the 
Way, I ſhould have cloſed i in with the Logp in a ſaving 
Manner. But I looked at Men for Example, and fell 
from my Seriouſneſs. The Workmen curſed and abuf- 
ed me, becauſe I would not drink with them, and ſpend 
my Money as they did; and I bore many Inſults from 
them, without opening my Mouth to ſpeak to them again. 


| . But when they took my Tools from me, and ſaid, if 1 


would not drink with them, I. ſhould not work while 


L 8 ] 


they were drinking; that provoked me, and I fought 
with ſeveral of them, then they let me alone. But that 


ſtifled my Concern for Salvation; and I left off Prayer 
and Reading in a great Meaſure. I ſtay'd better than 
Half a Year, and had not one Hour's Sickneſs, nor did 


I want one Day's Work in all that Time; ſo that by my 
Hand Labour, I cleared, beſides maintaining * 


Twelve Pounds, Fifteen Stullings. 


Tun I came home, and fell into my former Courſe; 3 


and I ſaid to my Wife, © I cannot live here.” So I ſet 
off for London again, ordering her to follow me in the 


Waggon. We both got well there, and lived in a good 
Way, (as the World call it) that 1s, in Peace and Plen- | 


ty, and Love to each other. 


Ann ſome Time, I had a ſore Fit of Ilineſs: Then 
my Conſcience was alarmed, and I expected to die and 


periſh Body and Soul in Hell. O the Diſtreſs I was in, 
not for the Fear of Death, ſo much as the Judgment that 
ſhould follow! But the Loxp rebuked the Fever, and 


e me to perfe& Health. 


hs reſiding ſome Years in Ben my Wife had 
not her Health, therefore we agreed, that ſhe ſhould 


take our two Children and go into the Country, and I | 


would follow at a certain Seaſon; accordingly I did; 


but I could not reſt Night or Day. I ſaid I muſt; go to | 


London again. Several aſked me why I would go again, 


ſince I might live at home as well as any where in the 


World. My Anſwer was, I have ſomething to learn 
that I have not yet learned : But I did not know, that 


it was the great Leſſon of Love to Gop and Man. When 


I got there, I fell to work preſently, and all Things 


98 
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proſpered that I purſued; I then began to conſider what 
| 1 wanted to make me happy; for I was yet as a Man in 
a barren Wilderneſs, that could find no Way out; I 
ſaid to myſelf, what can I defire that I have not? I en- 
joy as good Health as any Man can do; I have as agree- 
able a Wife as I can wiſh for; I am clothed as well as 
I can defire; I have at preſent more Gold and Silver 
than I have need of; yet ſtill I keep wandering from 
one Part of the Kingdom to another, ſeeking Reſt and 
cannot find it: Then I cried out, O! that I had been a 
Cow or a Sheep;-—for I looked back to ſee how I had 
ſpent above thirty Years; and I thonght, rather than 
live thirty more ſo, I would chuſe Strangling. But 

when I conſider'd that after ſuch a troubleſome Life, I 
muſt give an Account of the Deeds done in the Fleſh 
before Gov, who knew all my Thoughts, Words, and 
Actions, I cried out, O that I had never been born; for 
I feared my Day of Grace was over, becauſe I had 
made ſo many Reſolutions and had broke them all : Yet- 
I thought, I will ſet out once more, for I ſaid, ſurely 
Gop never made Man to be ſuch a Riddle to himſelf, 
and to leave him ſo: There muſt be ſomething in Reli- 
gion, that I am not acquainted with, to ſatisfy the empty 
Mind of Man, or he is in a worſe State than the Beaſts 
that periſh. In all theſe Troubles, I had none to open 
my Mind to, but I wandered up and down in the Fields 
alone, when I had done my. Work, praying as I walked, 
and meditating what Courſe to take to ſave my Soul. 


I want from Church to Church, but found no Eaſe : 
One Miniſter at St. Paul's preach'd about Man doing his 
Duty to Gop and his Neighbour, and when ſuch came 
to lic on a Death-Bed, what Joy they would find in 


„ 
their own Breaſt, by looking back on their well Penk 
Life. But that Sermon had like to have deſtroyed 
my Soul; for I Iooked back, and could not ſee one 
Day in all my Life, wherein I had not left undone 
ſomething that I ought” to have done, and had done 
wrong; that I was ſo far from having a well- ſpent Life 

to reflect upon, that I ſaw, if one Day well-ſpent would 
ſave my Soul, and if that was the Terms of my Salva- 
tion, I muſt be damn'd. 0! what a Stab was that 
Sermon to my wounded Soul! It made' me wiſh my 
Mother's Womb had been my Grave. After that I 
heard another, wherein the Preacher ſummed up all 
the Chriſtian Duties: But he ſaid,” Man fince the Fall 
could not perfectly fulfil the Will of his Maker; but 
that Gop required him to do all he could, and CHRIS 
would make out the reſt; but if Man did not do all he 
could, he muſt unavoidably periſh: For he had no 
right to expect any Intereſt in the Merits of CnRISr, if 
he had not fulfilled his Part, and done all that lay in his 
Power. Then I thought not only me, but every Soul 
muſt be damned: For I did not believe that any who! 
had lived to Vears of Maturity, had done all they could, 
and avoided all the Evil they might. Therefore I. 
concluded, that none could be ſaved but little Children. 
O what deadly Phyſic was that Sort of Doctrine to — 
poor ſin- ſick Soul! 


1860 Tcl try others; and went to hear the 
Diſſenters of divers Denominations, but to no Purpoſe. 
I went to the Romans, but was ſoon ſurfeited with their 
Way of Worſhip, Then I went to the Quakers, and 
prayed, that Gob would not ſuffer the Blind to go ou® _ 
af the Way, but joir nie to the People that worſhipped! | 


* 
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him in Spirit and in, Truth; 1 cared not what they 
were call'd, nor what I ſuffered upon Earth, ſo that my 
Soul might be ſaved at laſt. I believe I heard them 
every Sunday for three Months; what made me con- 
tinue fo long was, the ExpeRtation of ſome Help by 
hearing them; for there was one, almoſt at my firſt 
going, that ſpoke ſomething that nearly ſuited the State 
my Soul was in; but he ſhewed no Remedy. I had 
now tried all but the Jews, and I thought it was to no 
Purpoſe to go to them ; ſo I thought I would go to 
Church, and read and pray, whether I periſh or not. 
But I was amazed, when I came to Join in the Morning- 
Prayer, to ſee that I had mocked my Maker all my 
Days, by praying for Things I did not expe& nor de- 
fire : Then I thought none could be ſo ignorant as I 
had been, nor ſo baſe, to draw near to God with their 
Lips and their Hearts ſo far from 1 | 


Ix the Spring Mr. Whitefield came into Moorfells, | undd [ 
went to hear him: He was to me as a Man that could 
play well on an Inſtrument, for his Preaching was plea- 
ſant to me, and I loved the Man; ſo that if any one of- 
fered to diſturb him, I was ready to fight for him. But 
I did not underſtand him, tho” I might hear him twenty 
Times for ought I know; yet I got ſome Hope of Mercy, 
ſo that I was encouraged to pray on, and ſpend my lei- 
ſure Hours in reading the Scriptures. But ſometimes as 
I was reading, I thought if what I .read was true, and if 
none are Chriſtians, but ſuch as St. Joln and St. Paul 
deſcribe to be Gon's People, I do not know one Perſon 
that is a Chriſtian either in Town or Country: I ſaid, 
if Things be ſo, I am no more a Chriſtian than a Devil; 
and my oy of ever being one was very ſmall, In this 


{ 1 J 


Struggle I had but little Sleep; if I ſlept four Hours out 


of Twenty-four, I thought it a great Deal; ſometimes 1 


ſtarted as if I was falling into ſome horrible Place; at o- 
ther Times I dreamed that I was fighting with Satan, and 
when I awaked, I was ſweating and as fatigued as if I 
had really been fighting. Yet all this Time I was as ca- 
pable of working both in Underſtanding and Strength, 
as ever I was in my Life; and this was an Encourage- 
ment to me. 4 In all this Time I did not open my Mind 
to any Perſon either by Word or Letter; but I was like 
a wandering Bird, caſt out of the Neſt, till Mr. Jom 
| Weſley came to preach his firſt Sermon in Moorfelds. O 
that was a bleſſed Morning to my Soul! As ſoon as he 
got upon the Stand, he ſtroked back his Hair, and turn- 


ed his Face towards where I ſtood, and I thought fixed 
his Eyes on me: His Countenance ſtruck ſuch an awful 
Dread upon me, before I heard him ſpeak, that it made 
my Heart beat like the Pendulum of a Clock; and when 
he did ſpeak, I thought his whole Diſcourſe was aimed 


at me: When he had done, I ſaid, This Man can tell 


the Secrets of my Heart; He hath fully deſcribed the 


Diſeaſe of my Soul ; but he hath not left me there, for 
he hath ſhewed the Remedy, even the Blood of Ixsus. 


Then was my Soul filled with Conſolation thro” Hope, 
that Gop for CRRIST's Sake would ſave me; neither did 


I doubt in ſuch a Manner any more, till within twenty- 


four Hours of the Time, when the Log wrote a Pardon 


on my Heart. Tho' this was a little after Midſummer 
that I heard him, and it was three Weeks after Michael- 
mas before I found the true Peace of God; yet 1 conti- 
nued to hear as often as I could, but not to neglect my 


Work, I had many Flaſhes of Love under the Word, 


(4 9 
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= when I was at private Prayer, and at the Table of the' 
3 Lord ; but they were ſhort, and often ſome fore Temp- 
| tations followed, 


2 
© 
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Now all my Acquaintance ſet upon me, to perſwade 
me not to go too far in Religion, leſt it ſhould unfit me, 
for my Buſineſs, and ſo bring Poverty and Diſtreſs on 
my Family ; and faid they wiſhed I had never heard Mr. 
IWefley, for they were afraid it would be the Ruin of me. 
I told them I had Reaſon to bleſs Gov that ever he was 
born, for by hearing him I was ſenſible, that my Buſineſs 
in this World was to get well out of it ; and as for my 
Trade, Health, Wiſdom, and all Things in the World, 
they were no Bleſſings to me, any farther than as ſo ma- 
ny Inſtruments to help me by the Grace of Gop to work 
out my Salvation. Then they ſaid they were ſorry for me, 
and ſhould be glad to knock Mr. Weſley's Brains out, for 
he would be the Ruin of many Families, if he was al- 
lowed to live, and go on as he did. Some of them ſaid 
they would not hear him preach for 30l. But I told them 
I had Reaſon to bleſs Gos that ever I heard him, and 1 
intended to hear him as often as I could, for 1 believed 
him to be Gop's Meſſenger; and if I did not ſeek to be 
: born again, and experience that ſpiritual Birth, I could 
3 not enter into the Kingdom of 1 which was the 
5 Doctrine he preached. 
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A 11tTLE after Michaclmas 1 had many Trials again, 
and Paſſion got Advantage over me: Then I thought it 
was to no Purpole for. me to ſtrive any longer, for every 
one endeavoured to provoke me, and I could not bear 
it. About this Time, I was going out of the Part into 
I:ftmanfter, where was a Soldier with his Arms m_ him; = 
55 . 


1 } 
as he was coming from Guard, who began to talk to ſome 
other Soldiers and a Company of Welch Women. I was 
but a few Paces from him: The Tenor of his Diſcourſe 
Was as follows ; ; „% You know what Manner of Man 1 
was ſome Months ago; and none of you pitied me then, 
though I was going headlong to the Devil; for I was a 
Drunkard and a Swearer; I was a Whore-monger and 
2 Fighter; a Sabbath-Breaker and a Gameſter; nay 1 
know no Sin but I was guilty of either in Word or Deed; 
ſo that it is a Miracle, that my Neck was not brought to 
the Gallows, and my Soul to Hell long ago : At that 
Time I durſt not think of Death; for I had no Reaſon 
to think of ought but Hell; therefore I was deſperate in 
Wickedneſs, and did not put a Reſtraint on any Luſt or 
Appetite: Till one Day, as I was coming out of the 
Country by Renington Common, Mr. John. Weſley was 
going to preach, and I thought I would hear what he 
had to ſay; for I had heard many learned and wiſe Men 
ſay he was beſide himſelf; but when he began to ſpeak, 
his Words made me tremble. I thought he ſpoke to no 
one but me, and I durſt not look up, for I imagined all 
| the People were looking at me; and was aſhamed to ſhew 
my Face, expecting Gop would make me a public Ex- 
ample, either by letting the Earth open and ſwallow me 
up, or by ſtriking me dead: But before Mr. Weſley con- 
cluded his Sermon, he cried out, Let the Wicked for ſake his 
ay, and the unrighteous Man his Thoughts , and let him return 
unto the LORD, and He will have Mercy on him, and to our 
COD, and He will abungantly parden. 1 faid, if thatibe 
true, I will turn to Gop To-day, I immediately went 
home, and began to read and pray, keeping out of all 
bad. Company. for about a * and hearing Mr, 
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1 
IWefley as often as I could: But my old Companions miſſ⸗ 
ed me, and came to ſee what was the Matter: When 
they found me reading the Bible, they curſed and Wwore, 


and dragged me away into an Alehouſe, where I fat 
down and began to reaſon with them; but O how dan- 
gerous it is to encounter with Satan on his own Ground; 


for as I talked I began to drink a little, which got into 


my Head, when I quarrelled with them and fought; and 


as I was going to my Quarters, a lewd Woman met me, 
and I had not Power to reſiſt her, but was again taken 
captive by the Devil. Nevertheleſs when I had flept, 
J was ſo terrified, I thought I never dare pray more, or 
expect Mercy. I was determined, however, to hear Mr. 
Charles Meſtey that Night, and by his Preaching I had ſome 
Hopes that my Day of Grace was not over: Then I be- 


gan to pray again and read the Scriptures: And one Sun- 
day Morning I called at Whitehall Chapel, where the Sa- 


crament was going to be adminiſtered; I. went to the 
Table with trembling Limbs and a heavy Heart ; but no 


ſooner had I received, than I found Power to believe that 


J=svs CuRIST had ſhed his Blood for me, and that God 
for his Sake had forgiven my Offences: Then was my 
Heart filled with Love to Gop and Man; and ſince then 
Sin hath not had Dominion over me.“ 


His Words ſunk deep in my Mind, wag hs me 
ery more earneſtly, that Go o would work the” ſame 
Change in my Heart. I found my Soul much refteſhed 
at the Sacrament on the Sunday after, and mightily en- 


couraged under Mr. Wefley's Sermon in the Afternoon; 


all-the Week after I felt an awful Senſe of Gov. reſt up- 
on me; and 1 had a great Watchfulneſs over my Words, 
and ſeveral ſhort Viſits of Love, having great Hope that 
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1 had got a compleat Victory over my beſetting Sin: 
But Paſſion was yet too ſtrong for me, for that Night I 
fell again, and cried out immediately, „I am undone, 
I have loſt all Hopes of Mercy.“ All the Night I was as 
if I had been given up to Satan. In the Morning, one 
prayed with me, but I found no Anſwer ; for my Heart 
Was as hard as a. Rock of Stone. 


Warn I went back to my Lodging at Noon, Dinner 
was ready; and the Gentlewoman ſaid, Come ſit down, 
you have need of your Dinner, for you have eaten No- 
thing to Day: But when I looked on the Meat, I ſaid, 
“Shall ſuch a Wretch as I devour the good Creatures 
of Gov i in the State I am now in? No, I deſerve to be 
thruſt into Hell.” I then went into my Chamber, ſhut 
the Door, and fell down on my Knees, crying, LORD 
fave or I periſh, When I had prayed till I could pray no 
more, .I got up and walked to and fro, being reſolved I 
would neither eat or drink, *till I had found the King- 
dom of Gop. I fell down to Prayer again, but found 
no Relief; got up and walked again; then Tears began 
to flow from my Eyes, like great Drops of Rain, and 1 
fell on my Knees a third Time; but now I was as dumb 
as a Beaſt, and could not put up one Petition, if it 
would have ſaved my Soul. I kneeled before the Loa p 
ſome Time, and ſaw myſelf a Criminal before the Judge; 
then I ſaid, «& Lord, thy Will be done, damn or ſave.“ 
That Moment Jxsus CuRISr was as evidently ſet before 
the Eye of my Mind, as crucified for my Sins, as if I had 
ſeen him with my bodily Eyes; and in that Inſtant my 
Heart was ſet at Liberty from Guilt and tormenting Fear, 
and filled with a calm and ſerene Peace. I could then 
ſay, without all Dread or Fear, „ Thou art my Loan 
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and my Gon,” Now did I wet to ſing that Part of the 
12th Chapter of I/aiah; O LORD, I will proife Thee ; tho* 
Thou waſt angry with me, thine Anger i LS turned away from me, 
and Thou comforteſt me : Behold, GOD is my Salvation ; I will 
truſt and not be afraid, for the LORD FEHOVAH à my 
Strength and my Song: and He alſo is become my Salvation. 
My Heart was filled with Love to Gos and every Soul 
of Man; and next to my Wife and Children, my Mo- 


ther, Brethren and Siſters, my greateſt Enemies had an 


Intereſt in my Prayers; and I cried, O Loxp, give me 
to ſee my Deſire on them; let them experience thy re- 
deeming Love.” | 3 


II the Afternoon I opened the Book where it ſaid, 
Unto Him that loved us, and waſhed us from our Sins, in luis own 
Blood, — with which I was ſo affected, that I could not 
read for Weeping, That Evening, under Mr. Wefley's 
Sermon, I could do nothing but weep, and love, and 
Praiſe Gop, for ſending his Servant into the Fields to 
ſhew me the Way of Salvation. All that Day I neither 
ate nor drank any Thing ; for before I found Peace to my 
Soul, the Hand of Gov was ſo heavy upon me, that I 
_ refuſed to eat; and after I had found Peace, I was fo 
filled with the Manna of redeeming Love, that I had no 
N ced of the Bread that periibach for that Seaſon. 


Ar Night when I came Home, the Gentlewoman of 
the Houſe where I had lodged a long Time, told me te 
provide a Lodging, for I muſt ſlay there no longer than 
that one Night; for her Huſband was afraid ſome MiF- 
chief would come either on them or me, with ſo much 
Praying and Fuſs as I made about Religion. I told them 


1 would come on 9 Night, and pay what 1 


» * 
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owed them, and fetch my Cloaths away, praying that 
Gov might reward them for the Kindneſs they had 
JThewed me; for I had had a Fever in the Houſe; and 


ſurely no one could ſhew more Compaſſion to a A 
than they did to me at that Time, 


Ox Wedneſday Night (according to my Promiſe) 1 


went to my old Lodging, and paid what I owed there, 
and got my Cloaths ready to bring away; but having 
forgot ſomething, I ſtept back into my Room to look for 
it: In the mean Time, the Man ſaid to his Wife, - 


“ Suppoſe Fon ſhould be right, and we wrong, it will 
be a ſad Thing to turn him out of Doors.” When I 


came down, the Woman ſtood at the Door, and ſaid, 


6: You ſhall not go out of this Houſe to Night.” I ſaid, 
„What, will you neither let me go nor ſtay?” She re- 
plied, © My Huſband 1s not. willing you ſhould go; for 


he ſaith, if Gop hath done any Thing more for you 
than for us, he would have you ſhew us, how we may 


find the ſame Mercy.” So I ſat down with them, and 
told them of Gop's Dealing with my Soul, and prayed 


with them; ſoon after which they both went to hear 


Mr. Wefley preach, when the Woman was made Par- 
taker of the ſame Grace; and I [ hope to meet them both 
in Heaven, 


Ox the Saturday following, ' the Dragon ſtood ready 


to devour my new-born Soul ; for my Maſter's chief 


Foreman came to me, ſaying, „ John Nelſon, you muſt 


look after ſuch and ſuch Men To-morrow ; there is a 


Piece of Work to be done with all Speed, for the Lord 


| of the Exchequer will be here on a particular Day, by 


which Time it muſt be compleated.“ 4 Sir, I replied, 


E 
you have forgot yourſelf; To- morrow is the Sabbath.“ 
He ſaid, he knew that as well as me; but the King's 
Buſineſs required Haſte, and it was common to work 
on the Sunday for his Majeſty, when any Thing was 
upon a Finiſh, I told him, I would not work upon the 
Sabbath for any Man in England, except it was to 
quench Fire, or ſomething that required the ſame im- 
mediate Help. He ſaid, Religion had made me a Rebel 
_ againſt the King. I anſwered, © No, Sir, it bath made 
me a better Subject than ever I was before; but I told 
him, the greateſt Enemies the King had were the Sab+ 
bath-breakers, Swearers, Drunk ards, and Whore- mon- 
gers; for theſe pull down God's Judgments upon both 
King and Country. Then he ſaid, if I would not obey 
him, I ſhould loſe my Buſineſs. I replied, © I cannot 
help it: Tho” it may be Ten Pounds out of my Way to 
be turned out of my Work at this Time of the Year, I 
will not wilfully offend Gop; for I would much ra» 
ther want Bread; nay, I would rather ſee my Wife and 
Children beg their Bread barefooted to Heaven, than 
ride in a Coach to Hell.” He ſwore, if I went on a 
while I ſhould be as mad as Whitefield ; and ſaid, What 
haſt thou done, that thou needſt make ſo much ado as 
bout Salvation? I always took thee to be as honelt a 
Man as any I have in the Work, and could haye truſted 
thee with 5ool. I anſwered, © So you might, and not 
have loſt one Penny by me.” He ſaid, © What, haſt 
thou killed ſomebody, or committed Adultery, that thou 
art ſo much afraid of being damned ?” Ireplied, © Gop 
takes the Will for the Deed; and tho' clear from thoſe 
Acts, I deſerve to be damned tenfold for other Crimes ; 
for if I fin wilfully againſt Gon, after he hath ſhewed 


4-83 
me ſuch Mercy, I may expect to have the hotteſt Hell.” 
He ſaid, 1 have a worſe Opinion of thee now than 
ever.” I replied, © Maſter, I have the Odds of you; 
for. I have a much worſe amen, of myſelf, than you 
can have. 


Ar Night, when I went to receive my Wages, he 
aſked me if I was ſtill obſtinate? I anſwered, „I am 
determined not to break the Sabbath; for I will run the 
Hazard of wanting Bread here, before I would run the 


Hazard of wanting Water hereafter.” He ſaid, Weſley 


had made a Fool of me, and I ſhould beggar my Family. 
I had a glorious Sabbath that Day; for God bleſſed my 


Soul wonderfully, bein under the Word, and at the 
Sacrament. 


- E wexT.on Monday Morning to the Exchequer, to 
take Care of my Tools, not expecting to work there any 
more. But God hath the Hearts of all Men in his own 


Hand ; for he, that was ſo wroth with me on the Satur- 


day, now gave me good Words, and bid me ſet the Men 
. to work. From that Time he carved better for me than 
ever before ; neither did he ſet to work any Man on the 

Sabbath, as he had ſaid he would. /So I ſee it is good to 
_ obey God, and caſt our Care upon him, and he will or- 


der all Things well; for if we refuſe to join with the | 


Wicked, it will be a Reſtraint to them. 


4 
% * 


Au che Time of all my Convictions, I never let my 


Wife know of my Trouble: But now I could not eat 
my Morſel alone; ſor I wrote to her and all my Rela- 
tions, to ſeek the ſame Mercy that I had found: How- 

ever, all I writ ſeemed as idle Tales to moſt of them. 


— 9 J 
Sour Weeks after, three Gentlemen ( hrofe effed Deifts) 5 
fell upon me, and reaſoned with me for about an Hour; | 
but the Loxy put ſuch Words in my Mouth, that made 
them ſay, Weſley had taught me his own Leſfon ; and I 
was ſunk ſo deep into Exthufrafm, that I was paſt Reco- 
very. Nevertheleſs, I fee it is bad for weak Believers 
to reaſon with Men of corrupt Principles; for after fome 
Time the Enemy brought their Words to my Mind, and 
began to reaſon with me in this Manner,“ Suppoſe Jzsvs | 
Cnxrisr ſhould be an Impoſtor [as theſe Men fay He is] 
thou art loſt for ever.” O! the Diſtreſs I was in for a 
ſhort Time. But I made a Stop in the Streight, and 
ſaid, „ If Jesvs CurisT be not the Son of Gop and my 
SAviouR, I will be damned, for I will have no OTHE * 
Then the Cloud broke, and my Soul was ſo filled with 
Love, that I thought, if all the World, and the Devils 
of Hell, were to ſet on me, they could not make me dif- 


believe, that Jzsvs CHRIST is very and true Gop, and 
my Redeemer. 


I party reproved all that finned in the Work where - 
] was ; ſo that none of them would ſwear in my Pre- 
ſence. But having no Chriſtian Friend to converſe with, 
I kept cloſe to Gop in Prayer, and read the Bible at all 
Opportunities, and heard one of the Mr. Weſleys every 
Sunday, ſtirring up many to go to hear them: : And tho? 
I had many Trials, I was ſo kept by the Power of Go, : 
that SE diſturbed my Peace again for fome F 


' Oxe 2, however, as I was reading in the Bible, a Gen- 
tlewoman (that lived in Part of the Houſe) brought me a 
Book, and faid, « You are often reading the Bible: - If 
you pleaſe, I will lend; you this Book: My Mather, ffie 
| 45, C 2 
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added, took Delight in reading therein.” I thanked 
her, and began to read. For ſome Pages it was agreea · 

ble to many Things I had experienced in the Time of 
Conviction; but it was not at all correſpondent with 
my Experience, as to my Converſion ; pleading for Sin 
after Converſion, to keep the Saints humble, and mak- 
ing Gop the Author of all Sin, 


| Tur the Enemy began to reaſon with me, that I 
ought not to reprove any more for Sin, From that Time 
0 my Love began to cool unto Gop and Man, and my 
Zeal for the Salvation of others abated ; and tho' the 
more I read, the worſe I was in my own Soul, yet I 
was tempted to read it through, | 


Brront 1 read in that Book, I did not know there 
was a Man in the World who held ſuch an Opinion; 
for in all my Trials, I believed every Threatning in the 
Bible was againſt the Diſobedient, and every Promiſe 
to thoſe that turn to Gop. But now I was tempted to 
think I was ſafe, do whatever I would : Yet I ſtill prayed, 
66 ae let me die rather than live to ſin againſt Thee.“ 


p 


I uA never fooke to Mr. V 22 in my Life, nor con- 
verfed with any experienced Man, about Religion, I n 
longed to find one to talk With; "But 1 _ in vain, 
for 1 could find none, | 7 

Dun Time, as I was n 3 da I had read, Fe 
I opened the Bible on theſe Words. I any Man lack Wiſs 
dom, bet hin aft of G O D, who giveth liberally and upbraideth 

not Then I cried out, O Loan, what I know not, do 
Thou teach me.” And Tthought I would wait upon the 

Leap in Faſling and Prayer, il} he revealed his wilt 


3 


r 
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to 10 ; and I did, for ſeveral Weeks, faſt from Thurf- 


day Night till Saturday Morning at Eight o' Clock, ſpend- 


ing the Time I was off my Work, either upon my Knees 
at Prayer, or in ſearching the Scriptures; and before 1 
opened the Bible, I prayed that Gop would open my 
Underſtanding to comprehend what I read. I think 
the firſt Scripture that was applied to me was, As ye haut 
received the LORD FESUS, ſo walk in him: Then I remem- 
bered what State my Soul was in, when I firſt received 
his Spirit in my Heart; that it was ſwelled with Love to 


every Soul, and I could pray for all my Enemies as well 


as for myſelf; but this Book had turned me out of that 
bleſſed State I was in, by ſetting me to reaſon about O- 


pinions that I never heard of in my Life, till ſeveral 


Weeks after I had received the Love of CunisT: There- 
fore I ſaid in my Mind, let it be right or wrong, it is 
not neceſſary for Salvation; I found the Loxd to be my 


Saviour, before I knew there was a Man in the World 


of that Opinion ; and before I read of it, I loved both 


Gop and Man better than I have done ſince, and was 


more uſeful in reproving, and doing Good than I am 
now. I then prayed that Gop would give me that Sim- 


plicity and godly Sincerity, that I walked in when he 
firſt revealed CuxisT in my Heart. And he anſwered 


me in a wonderful Manner; fo that my Tongue was 
looſed to reprove, and my Heart again . to Pray 
for every Soul of Man, 


I xow went on my Way rejoicing "for ſome - * 
and had ſo much of the Lon all the Day long, that 
my Soul ſeemed to breathe its Life in Gov, as naturally 
as my Body breathed Life in the common Air. But 
one Day I reproved a Man for Hrearings when he is 
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me he was predeſtinated to it, and he did not trouble him 
ſelf about it at all, for if he was one of the Elect, he 
ſhould be ſaved; but if not, all he could do would not 
alter Gop's Decree; fo that all I. ſaid to him, ſeemed to 
take no more. Hold of him, than if I had thrown a 
Leather Ball againſt a Rock. I thought Gop was very 
good to me, who. kept me ignorant of thoſe Opinions 
till I knew my Part in the all atoning Blood; for I fear- 
ed, if I had heard ſuch Things in the Time of my Di- 
ſtreſs, it would have been the Deſtruction of my Body 
and Soul. Yet I durit not ſay any thing againſt that 
Opinion, but wiſhed I had ſome experienced Man to 
converſe with about it; forl was brought into Heavi- 
neſs again by Reaſoning : But alas! not one could I find. 


I sr111. continued to wait on the Lon p, with Faſting 
and Prayer; and one Day of Faſt, being greatly per- 
plexed, I opened the Book with Prayer on theſe Words, 
As I live, faith the LORD, 1 have no Plea ſure in the Death of 
2 Sinner. Then my Heart was ſet at Liberty; and I 
cried out, © Glory be to Thee, O Lord, for Thou haſt 
given me thy Word and thy Oath, and thy Spirit in 
my Heart to bear Witneſs, that Ten art no Reſpecter 
of Perſons 8. ; 


Naw I 3 ak a Defire " 8 "FOR of Souls, 
that J hired one of the Men to go and hear Mr. Weſley 
preach, who hath fince told me, it was the beſt Thing 
for both him and his Wile, that ever Man did for them. 


n that hard Winter, I ſtill faſted from Thurſday 
N Night to Saturday Morning; and gave away the Meat, 
that I ſhould have eaten, to the Poor, pending * 
Time in Prayer and reading the Scripture, 


1 
Azobr this Time, ſeveral came to ſee me, whe find- 
ing me at Work, looked at each other like Men amaz- 
ed, and ſaid they were glad to ſee me ſo. well, I told 
them I had not had one Day's Sickneſs for ſix Months. 
They ſaid, A Man that worked at the Treaſury with 
you, told us, you had been hearing that falſe Prophet, 
Weſley ; and he had made you go mad, and incapable of 
working.” „Well, ſaid I, here is my Maſter can teſti- 
fy, that I have not loſt one Day's Work this Half-year, 
nor was I ever better able to do my Work in all my Life; 
but I have heard Mr. IWe efley, and have Reaſon to bleſs 
Gov for it, for he is God's Meſſenger for my Good. 0 
Some Words that I ſpoke ſeemed to ſtick in them; ſo 
that I hope Satan will loſe Ground be that falſe and ill 
c grounded Report. 

Tux Enemy, however, now came upon me with o- 
ther Temptations, and prepared ſuch Inſtruments to 
deſtroy my Soul, that I feared I ſhould be overcome, 
and periſh at laſt ; for where ever I went, the Snare was 
laid for me, and my Soul was ſo harraſſed with wicked 
Dreams, that I have often awaked, and found my Pil- 
low wet with my Tears, after thinking that the Enemy 
would reaſon with me about Tome Sin I had committed 
in the Day; but this drove me more to Prayer, and 
ſhewed me my corrupt Nature in ſuch a Light, that 1 
abhorred myſelf, and thought, the Loxp never under- 
took to ſave one more like the Devil in Nature than I 
was; and it was often impreſs'd on my Mind, that if T 
held out to the End, I ſhould have great Reaſon to ſing 
_ louder in the Redeemer's Praiſe, than any other Soul 
in 1 Heaven, 
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I would fain have known whether any one that had 
the Grace of Gop in him, was tempted Day and Night 
as I was; but my Buſineſs being altogether at the Court 
End of the Town, I had no one to open my Mind to. 
Then I took up the Bible, and after praying, open'd on 
theſe Words of St. James, Bleſſed is the Man that endureth 
Temptation ; for when he is tried, he ſhall receive the Crown of 
Glory, which the LORD hath promiſed to them that love Him. 


Ox Night, after a Day of Faſting, I dreamt, that I 
was in Yorkſhire, in my working Cloaths, going home; 

and as I went by Paul Champion's, 1 heard a mighty Cry 
as of a great Multitude of People in Diſtreſs; and I ſaws 
in my Dream, the large Court behind John Rhodes's as 
full of People as they could ſtand by one another: All 
on a ſadden, they began to ſcream, and tumble one 
over another; I aſked what was the Matter; and they 
told me Satan was let looſe among them, and begged of 
me to get out of the Way, for he was coming; but I 
ſaid, © By the Grace of Gop, I will not turn to the 
Right Hand or to the Left for him.” Then I thought 
I ſaw him in the Shape of a red Bull, that ran through 
the People, as a Beaſt runs through the ſtanding Corn, 
yet did not offcr to gore any of them, but made direct- 
I/ at me, as if he would run his Horns into my Heart ; 
then I cried out, „Lon p, help me,” and immediately | 
caught him by the Horns, and twiſted him on his 
Back, ſetting my Right Foot on his Neck, in the Pre- 
_ fence of a Thouſand People; and I bid them cry to 

Jesvs, aſſuring them, that what they had ſeen me do, 
he would give them to do. When I awoke I was 11 
a Sweat, and my Body was as much fatigued, as if 1 
had been hard at Labour, but my Soul filled with Joy. 
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A LITTLE after this, as I was reading the Scriptures, 
a Letter came to me: I ſaw it was not from my Wife: 
Then ſaid, © I fear it is bad News.” Upon opening 

it, one Stroke came after another: My Daughter was 
dead, whom I formerly idolized: My Son was ſo ill, 
his Life was deſpaired of: My Wife had fallen from a 
Horſe and was lamed: My Father-in-law was dead: 
And my Mother fick. It was brought to my Mind, that 
I had made a Free-will Offering of my Body and Soul, . 
Wife and Children, and all that was near and dear to 
me, to the Loxy, when I was at the Sacrament: And 
now how ſhall I bear i it, when the Lox is taking them 
at my Hand, I went to Prayers for thoſe that were left 
behind; and found my Heart wholly reſigned to the 
Will of Gop. Then it came to me, Let the Dead bury. 
their Dead, but follow thou me. I began to read again; and 
the People of the Houſe where I was, ſcolded at me, 
becauſe I did not Weep, wring my Hands, and ſtamp | 
as they did, at the Loſs of a Child, ſaying I was a hard 
hearted Father. I then replied, “ cannot tell how to 
chuſe what is beſt ; but Gop cannot err. 


Tu May following I was ordered to take ſome Men 
and go to Lord Onflow's, near Guildford in Surry, to do a 
Piece of Work that would laſt all Summer. This was 
heavy Tidings; for I thought I was wut weak in Faith, 
and ſhould be deprived of hearing M. Weſley, and have 
no one to converſe with. I deſired to be excuſed, but 
all in vain. I believe I ſhould have left my Maſter; 
but I thought it would be unjuſt to leave him in ſuch a 
| buſy Time, when he had kept me employ'd all that hard 
Winter. However, it made me cry to the Loxs to go 
with me, and prote& me from both my "inward and 
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outward Enemies; and he was gracious to me, enabling 
me to reprove all that finned in my Preſence ; ſo that a 
young Gentleman ſaid to ſome of the Men, Of what 
Religion is your Foreman? Is he a Baptift, or is he a 
Quaker ? They replied, © No, Sir; he is of the Church of 
England. He ſaid, He may tell you ſo; but he is no 
 Churchman: For we can hardly ſpeak at Table, but he is 
reproving us; and if he ſay but one Word, we cannot 
perſwade him to drink one Glaſs more of Liquor.“ I 
overheard; him, tho' he did not ſee me; and 1 ſaid. 
Sir, you give a bad Character to the Ciurch f England, 
if you ſay, a Man cannot be a Churchman, that reproves 


others for curſing. and. Fwearing, and refuſes to drink to 
Exceſs.” “ 


Oxx Day the Speaker of the Hon. Houſs of Commons 
came to viſit my Lord; and taking a View of the Work, 
he aſked me many Queſtions about it, which I reſolved 

as well as I could. He ſaid, © This is a fine Houſe, 
and a fine Eſtate of Land about it! But What will it ſig- 
nify? For a Piece of Land, ſix Feet long and three Feet 
broad, will fit me fhortly.“ He then fetched a deep 
Sigh,. and went away, and e alone. among the 
Trees. 8 
Ina now Converſation. with ſome Baptiſts in Guld- 
Ford But alas! their Religion lay in Notions; I found 
no true Experience amongſt them; I reaſoned. with 
them about the Neceſſity of the Neu- Birth; and contend- 
ed with many of other Sects, that all Religion, without 


the Life of aer, manifeſt in _ would: a us No- 
thing at laſt.· | 


I nzand that ſome, who were called bn People, 
ſaid 1 as a dangerous Man to converſe wih! ; and others 


1 


1 my Company after I had talked with diem, 
Then I thought I would leave off reproving and reaſon- 


ing, for I made myſelf to be abhorred. I cried out, 
Lok p, ſhew me what is thy Will in this Matter;” and 


laid me down in great Heavineſs. That Night J dreamt, 


I ſaw a tall young Perſon in a white Veſture, whoſe 


Face ſhone like the Sun, ſtanding at the Foot of my Bed, 
who ſaid unto me, © Ariſe and praiſe the Loxp.” I 
thought a great Light ſhone round my Bed, by which 1 


faw myſelf polluted with loathſome Filth, from the Top 


of my Head to the Sole of my Foot; and I ſaid, „How 
can ſuch an unclean Creature ſhew forth the Praiſes of 
Gop?” Then I thought he ſhewed me a River as clear 
as Chryſtal, with fine green Graſs growing at the Bottom 
thereof, in which he bid me waſh and be clean, I 
thought I went at his Bidding; and as ſoon as my Feet 
were dipped in the Water, the Filth dropped from my 
whole Body, nevertheleſs the Water was not fouled by 
it, at which I was ſurprized; but when I came to the 


Middle of the River, it was deeper than I was high, and 


I knew I could not ſwim, yet my Soul was ſo filled with 
the Senſe of Gop's Love, that my Head was kept above 
Water. I then thought I ſpread my Hands, like a Man 
that is going to ſwim ; and as I laboured to ſwim, I roſe 


up out of the Water, and was carried as on the Wings of 


an Eagle above the Clouds; and cried Haſanna to the King 


| of Heaven: And tho! aſleep I ſang ſo loud, that I awaked 
the People of the Houſe. I now reſolved to reprove 


again, and ſeemed to do it with more Authority than be. 


| fore, and my Words began to cam in n and cauſed i 


them to reform their Lives. 
D2 
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[ 28 ] 
' Azovut Michaelmas I came back to London; and ſe- 


veral, that uſed to attend Mr. Wefley's Preaching at Re- 


nington Common and Moorfields, who had alſo joined 
with him in the Foundery, came to ſee me; at which I 


was much ſurprized, having no Correſpondence with 


them, any farther than ſpeaking one to another, as we 
went from Place to Place to hear him preach. At their 


frſt coming, I thought it was the Thing I longed for,” 


often wiſhing that I had ſome Chriſtian Friends to con- 
verſe with; and now they are come. They ſaid, they 


heard I was come to Town, and the Love they bore me 


made them come to ſee me. I ſaid to them, I thank 


you: Pray, how does my good Friend Mr, Weſley do?” 


They replied, +* We do not know: Poor dear Man, he 


1 wandering in the Dark, but we hope our Saviour will 
open his Eyes, and let him ſee, that he is a blind Leader 


of the Blind.” Their Words were as a Sword run into 


my Liver; and made me cry out, © LORD have Mercy 


upon him! What is the Matter with him ?” They an- 


ſwered, „Poor dear Man, he is under the Law, and 


does not know the Privilege of the Gofþe! himſelf; there- 


fore he preacheth Law and Works only for Salvation.” 
I faid, Then he is ſtrangely alter'd ſince I left London; 
for then he preached Repentance towards Gov, and Faith 
in our Loxp Jesvs ; teaching the Neceſlity of both as 
clearly from Scripture, as any Man in England could, and 


ſhewing the Fruits of Faith as plain as'is poſſible for Man 
to do; and I found. his Word to be more bleſſed to me, 
than any Man's that I ever heard in my Life.” They 
told me that I had never heard the Goſpel in my Life, 
except I had heard the Brethren, that preached in Fetter- 
lane; for they were the Men that were come to lead them 


i 
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into true Stilnefs » I faid, © What do you mean by true 
Stillne ß? They replied, & It is to ceaſe from our own 
Works, ſuch as F aſting and Prayer, reading the Bible, 
and running to Church and Sacrament; and wholly to 
rely on the Blood and Wounds of the Lamb.” I ſaid, 
& I do not know that I ever heard either of the Mr. 
| 7 fley's bid any Man truſt in Prayer or Reading, going 
to Sacrament, or giving of Alms, for Salvation, either 
in Whole or in Part.“ But they anſwered, © Why doth ; 
he teach a Man to do theſe Things, if they are not to be 5 
ſaved by them ?” I rcturn'd, If I underſtand Mr. N ef- 
l:y right, he only ſpeaks of them as Cur1sT and his %% 
poſtles ſpeak of them, that is, to wait in them as a Beg- . : . | 
gar waits for a Morſel at a Man's Door. I never ſpake 8 
* to Mr. Weſley in my Life; therefore I know not what he 
3 believes any farther than by his Preaching.” They told 
me, that moſt of the People, who had followed him be- 
fore I left London, had forſaken him, and -become happy 
Sinners now ; and wiſhed I would go and hear the Bre- _ 
thren, for Mr. WWefley was only a John Baptiſt to go before, | 
and prepare them for the Brethren to build up. They 
ſaid, „If you go to hear him, he will bring you into 
Bondage; and you will never be happy till you are free 
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from the Law; for we were never happy till we left him 
and went to hear dear Mr. Molther ; and till then we 
were under the Law.“ I ſaid, Pray were you not con- 
verted before you left Mr. Hey ?” They replied, © Yes; 
we had gone thro' a great Deal of Trouble, and found 
great Peace and Joy, knowing our Sins were forgiven ; 
but when we heard Mr. M-—--r, we found we were yet 
under the Law; for he ſhewed the Privilege of the Goſpel, 


and we found we had not ſuch a Privilege: For if we 
- 5 : OE. 
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La Þ 
broke the Law in any little Matter, we were quite un- 
happy; or if we neglected to pray, or miſſed a Sermon 


or two, then we were uneaſy : 
for the Lamb hath done all for us.” 


But now we are happy, 
I ſaid, 


&© Tho' he 


hath done his Part, yet the Apoſtle teaches us to work 
out our Salvation with Fear and Trembling; and we are 
bid to pray always and ſearch the Scriptures. And St. 
Paul faſted often, and kept his Body in Subjection, leſt 
when he had preached to others, himſelf ſhould be a 


Caſtaway : But you are become wiſer than the Apoſtle, _ 
and have got another Goſpel ; tho' he ſaith, if he or an 


Angel from Heaven ſhould preach another Goſpel, let 


him be accurſed. 


I am afraid you are deceived, and 


are ſeeking a Happineſs that is ſeparated from Holineſs : 
If ſo, you are led away by a deceiving Spirit; for if you 


can commit Sin, can break the righteous Law of Gon, 


and ſtill continue happy, without any Conviction that 
Gov is offended with you, your Conſciences are ſeared 


as with a hot Iron.” 


They ſaid, © You are a poor un- 
happy Man, and as blind as Mr. Weſley ;” 


without either praying with me or for me. 


and left me 


Wurx-I came to reaſon about what they had ſaid, 
and to compare it with the Words of our Lozd and his 
Apoſtles, I ſaw that their Scheme of Salvation was as 


contrary to that of Cnzisr, as Darkneſs is to Light, — 


This drove me to Prayer, and made me double my Di- 
ligence in reading the Bible. 


Ix a few Days after, two more, that were a little ac- 
quainted with me, came to ſee me. I aſked them, how 


did not hear him now. 


J returned, 


Mr. Weſley was: they ſaid, they did not know, for they 
„Why do you 


18 1 | 
not?” They replied, He denieth the Faith of the 
Goſpel.” I ſaid, I am ſorry for it; but I hope you 
are only wrong informed.“ Then they anfwered, We 
have heard ourſelves.” I replied, What do you call 
the Faith of the Goſpel?” They ſaid, 6 Predeſtination | 
and Election. I told them, I thought that was not the 
Faith of the Goſpel; but it was rather for every one to 
believe in his Heart, that he is a fallen Spirit, by Na- | | 
ture a Child of Wrath, and by Praftice an Heir of Hell; 1 
and that the eternal Son of Gos, out of Love to me, | 
a poor helpleſs and Hell-deſerving Creature, did lay his | 
Glory by, and for my Sake, did fulfil all Righteouſneſs, | 
at laſt giving his Body for my Body, and his Soul for 
my Soul; and that Gov, for the Sake of his Obedience 
and Blood-ſhedding, hath forgiven all my Sins. I ſaid, 
according to the Light I have, this is the Faith of the 
Goſpel; and he that is Partaker of this Faith, hath re- 
ceived the Spirit of Power, of Love, and a found Mind; 7 
Power to deny Ungodlineſs and worldly Luſts, and to 
live a godly, righteous, and a ſober Life. I added, 
pray, under whom was you converted? They both 
replied, under Mr. Charles Weſley. I faid, Did he then 
preach what you now call the Faith of the Goſpel?“ 
They replied, No. © Did God then reveal that to you 
to be the Faith of the Goſpel, as ſoon as he wrote Par- 
don on your Hearts?” They ſaid, © No; when we were 
in our firſt Love, we believed as Mr. Weſley believes; 
Lb” but now we ſee better, and hope his Eyes will be open d 
ſhortly.” I ſaid, I fear yours are become dim ; For I 
think you are more light and unwatchful than you uſed 
to be; and you own you have left your firſt Love. O 
remember, CHRIST bids you repent and do your firſt. 
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Works, or he will remove your Candleſtick.” , But they 
told me, do what they would, they could not finally 
fall. IL anſwered, that as far as I could learn by their 
Words and Behaviour, they were already fallen; and I WM 
wiſhed they did not make a Caxtsr of their Opinions; 1 I 
for tho” I allow, many good Men hold thoſe Opinions, : 
yet I judge, all that were converted under the two Mr. 
Weſley's, were at firſt filled with Love to every Man, 
and a perfect Hatred to all Sin, and were inſpired with 
| a Zeal for God's Glory, and the Welfare of all Man- 
kind.—* Was not this your State once?” They own- + 
ed it was, till they heard Mr. Sowyers ; and it was by 
him they ſaw into the electing Love of Gop. I replied, 
«I fear, you have finned againſt Light and Love; 
and inſtead of going back to the Loxp, by true Repen- 
tance, and ſeeking a freſh Pardon in the Blood of 
Curisrt, you have been gadding about to ſeek new O- 4 
pinions; You are gone out of the high Way of Holi- Y 
1 neſs, and are now got in the Devil's Pinfold : You are 
not ſeeking to perfect Holineſs in the Fear of Gop, 
but are reſting in Opinions, that give you Liberty to live 
after the Fleſh; and if you continue ſo to live, you are 
| ſafe in his Hold, out of which you will be brought to 
the Slaughter.” They told me I was as ſtupid as Mr. 
Weſley. I replied, Satan had preached that Doctrine to 
me before they did; and God had armed me againſt 
both him and them. Then they left me in my bind - WM 
Eſtate as they called it; and I prayed, that I might ne- 1 J 
ver turn out of the Se that Gop had called me into. | 
On Sanday I 92 the bleſſed ee of hearing 
Mr. John Weſley once more; and his Word Was precious 


— wits > ABS to ee 


— 2, — — 
= — * — M 
a ] ↄ ]]7i]] . OO OO os — 
- ” 
* : 


» 


— 
— 


11 
11 
1 
| 
N 
j 
J 
if 


C 88 1 

Food to my Soul. Then 1 bleſſed the Lox, that had 
ftill kept his Servant as an Iron Pillar i in the ſame Spirit | 
in which I left him; but I obſerved, a great Part of the 
| Congregation were Strangers to me, for muriy of the old 
| Hearers were gorie, and others come in. When 1 found, 
that ſome had turned to the Germans, und ſome. to the 
Predeſtinari ans, I ſaid, „ O Loxv, I will praiſe Thee, 
for Thou doſt all Things well: Thou by thy Providence 
didft ſend me out of Town, when the Enemy was rent- 
ing thy Flock to Pieces; and thereby thy Servant hath 
eſcaped the Snare.” 


A xx w Weeks after, 1 Was at $, Paul's „Where Vir. 
Join W: efley alſo was; and I contrived to watk with Him 
after Sacrament; for I had often wiſhed I could fpealt 
with Him, therefore I ſeized this Opportunity : So we 
continued in Diſcourſe all the Way from St. Puul's to tlie 
farther End of Upper-Moorfields ; and it was a bleſſed Con- 
ference to me. When we parted; he took hold bf my 
Hand, and looking me full in the Face; bid me take 
Care I did not quench the Spirit. 1 had not ſuch an 
Opportunity again while I ſtaid in London, either with 
him or his Brother; but 1 kept cloſe to Goo by Faſting 


and Prayer; and the 1 helped me thibugh many 
Trials, | 


Ou Niptit iter I had Hoek delivered Frowk irt 
—— my Soul was filled with ſuch a Serife uf 

Gov's Love, as made nie weep before him. In 'the 
Night I dreamed, 1 was in Yorkfhire, going from Cunmer. 
fal- Hill Top to Clitk-heatin; and about the Middle of the 
Lane, I thought I faw Sutan coming to meet me in fe 
Shupe of a tall black Mat, and the Hufrof his Hedd like | 

E | 


TT 


Snakes: But I. thought I was not afraid at all ; and I 

ſaid, „Stand by me, O Lord, and I will not turn to 
the Right Hand or to the Left ;” yet I thought 1 would 
not ſtand to fight with him as I uſed to do: When he 
came within about five Paces of me, he ſtood; but I 
went on, ript open my Cloaths, and ſhewed him my 
naked Breaſt, ſaying, See, Here is the Blood of 
Onkisr.“ Then 1 thought he fled from me as faſt as 

a Hare could run. 


I was ſtill attacked by the Moravians on one Side; and 
the Preſdyterians on the other; but the Loxp enabled me 
to ſtop their Mouths, and to ſhew them that they had 
| loſt their firſt Love : Yet they ſeemed to be hardened, 
and paſt all Conviction; and the more I read the Scrip. 
| tures, the more I was confirmed they were fallen into 
_ carnal Security ; ; Which made me pray*more earneſtly, 
that Gop would preſerve me from all the Snares of the 


3 Devil. 


Axor ten Days before Chriſtmas, I went to St. Paul's, | 
and while I was at the Communion Table, I felt ſuch 
an awful Senſe of Gop reſt upon me, that my Heart was 
like melting Wax before him; and all my Prayer was, 
“ Thy Will be done; thy Will be done.” I was ſo 
diſſolved into Tears of Love, that I could ſcarce take 
the Bread; and after I had received, it was impreſſed 
upon my Mind, I muſt go into Yorkflure directly.? 
But I ſaid in myſelf, „ If I do, it will be Ten Pounds 
out of my Way. I had determined to go at May Day; 
bat I thought, to ſtay for the Sake of Money would be 
vvrong, when 1 believed it was the Will of Gop I ſhould 
80. 11 bed up my Cloaths, and ſet out. 4. found | 


— 


E 


much of the Lozd's "PERS all the Way I went; but 
I had no more 8 of Preaching, | than 1 had of 


eating Fi ire, | 


When I got —_ I was greatly Aby asse The 1 
expected to find many of my Relations converted, as 1 4 


| _ underſtood they attended Mr. Ingham's Preaching. . But 


when I told them what it was to be converted, they ſaid 


they never heard-of ſuch a Thing in their Lives. I told 


them, I knew thoſe Things by happy Experienee: But 
they begged, I would not tell any-one that my Sins were 
forgiven ; for no one would believe me ; and they 
ſhould be aſhamed to ſhew their Faces in the Street. 1 


Jad, 1 ſhould not be aſhamed to tell what Gop had 


done for my Soul, if I could ſpeak loud enough for all 
the Men in the: World to hear me at once. My Mother 
ſaid, my Head was turned, I replied; © Yes, and my 


Heart too, I thank the Lon p.“ My Wife told me, ſhe 


was aſhamed to put her Head out of Doors, for eve- 
ry one was talking about me, and upbraiding her with 


my Sayings; ad ſhe wiſhed I had ſtaid at London; for 5 


ſhe could not live with me, if I went on as I did: For 
which' Reaſon, ſhe deſired, that I would leave off abuſ- 
ing my Neighbours, or go back to London. I told her, 


I did not care what all the People could ſay; for I was 


determined to reprove any one that ſinned in my Pre- 
ſence. Then ſhe cried, and ſaid, I did not love her as 
well as I uſed to do, 1 replied, « Yes, I love Thee bet- 


ter than ever I did in my Life: And thou haſt no Rea- 
ſon to diſpute my Love; for I have been careful to pro- 


vide for Thee, whether I was at home or abroad; and 
we have been happy in each other upwards. of twelve. 
E 2 
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| Years: : But if Thou ſeek for Redemption. i in the Blood . 
of Cug izr, we ſhall be ten Times happier than ever.” 
She then ſaid, 4+ Nay, my Happineſs with Thee. is over; 
for according to thy Words, I am a Child of the Devil, 
and Thou a Child of Gop.” Then ſhe wept, and ſaid, 
5 I cannot live with Thee,” I ſaid, Why ſo? Thou 
ſhalt never want while I am able by honeſt Endeavours 
to provide for Thee, Nay, I continued, if Thou wilt 
not go to Heaven with me, I vill do the beſt I can for 
Thee; only I will not go to Hell with Thee for Com- 
pany 2 But I believe, Gop will hear my Prayer, and 
convert thy Soul, and make Thee a bleſſed Companion 
for me to Heaven,” After this, my Wife began to Ia 
emFernes about the Salvation of her Soul, 


Arx Days after I got home, David Taylor came to, 


_ preach in our Town, in Mr. Ingham's Society, when 1 
went to hear him; and a dry Morſel his Sermon was.— 
Several that were acquainted with him followed me, and 
| wanted to know how I liked the Diſcourſe, , 1 was back- 
ward to tell them : But they preſſed hard on me, and 
ſaid, * Do you not think he i is as good a Preacher as Mr.. 
We 22 p# } ſaid, “ There i is no Compariſon between his 
Preaching and Mr. We efley* s He hath not ſtaid long e- 
nough in the large Room at FJeru ſalem.“ After they had | 
been gone ſometime, they came again to aſk What L 
meant? I ſaid, © He is not endued with Power from 
on High, They went and related to him what I faid; 
and he told me ſince, that if I had been preſent, he 
could have ſtabb'd me: Yet he could not reſt till he 
went to hear Mr, We 22 at London, Then he found 
What I ſaid was true; and he came down to N 
and into * preaching what he called ele 8 


1 


k 

Doctrine, and awakened and converted many Scores 
of People, till the Germans got to him, and made him 
| deny the Law of Gop; ; then he became again as Salt 
without Savour. 


I went afterwards to a Meeting of Mr. Ingham's, 
where one read in an old Book for near an Hour ; then. 
ſung an Hymn, and read a Form of Prayer. I told them 
that Way would never convert Sinners; and began to 
relate ſome of my Experience; and ſeveral were ſtruck 


with ConviQtions while I was ſpeaking; ſome of whom 


Iv a little Time, all I ſaid was noiſed abroad; and 
People of all Denominations came to difpute with me, 
As ſoon as I came home from Work, my Houſe was 
filled with People, which made my Wife uneaſy ; for 
ſhe could do no Work, and Us not yet believe what I 
ſaid was true. 


0 BD I came in and fat dane ſome one 
would aſk me a Queſtion, and others would begin to 
diſpute with me, while others ſtood to hear. 


'Wuzn any. began to cavil, I commonly aſked, what 


| Church they belonged to: And if they ſaid, the Church of 
England ; then I replied, © Do you know your Sins for- 


given ?” Several ſaid, « No, nor ever expect to know: 
it in this World,” Then I ſaid, © You are no Mem- 
bers of the Church of England, if you have not a full Truſt, 
and Confidence, that Gov for Chxlsr's Sake hath for- 


| given you, Read the Homilies of the Church, and vou 


will ſee what 1 ſay is true.“ 1 uſed to have the Bible 
and Common Prayer-Book by me; and I ſhewed them 


the Articles of the Church, ſaying, « You deny Inſpira- 
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tion; and the Church you profeſs to belong to, ſays, Be- 
fore the Grace of CHRIST, and the Inſpiration of his Spint, no 
good Morſs can be done.“ So if the Church ſpeak right, you 


muſt be inſpired by the Spirit of CukIsꝶr to enable you 
to bring forth good Fruit, or you muſt be the Fuel of 


Hell. And how dare you pray to have your Thoughts 


cleanſed by the Inſpiration of Gop's holy Spirit, if you 
do not believe there is any ſuch Thing to be attained in 
this World? O! do not mock Gop any more, by aſking 
for Things with your Mouths, when you do not believe 
in your Hearts he will grant them.” But one ſaid, he 


had been with a very learned Clergyman of a neighbour- 
ing Church, and he told him, there was no ſuch Thing 


to be attained in this Life, I faid, “ I think, you have 
miſtaken him, for I was at that Church laſt Sunday, and 
heard him declare all I have laid to you, He ſaid, « I 
was there, and heard no ſuch Thing mentioned,” I 


replied, No! did you not hear him affirm, that Go 


had given Power and Commandment to his Miniſters, 
to declare and pronounce to his People, being penitent, 
the Abſolution of their Sins? And he farther declared, 
that Gop pardoneth and abſolveth all thoſe, that truly 


| repent, and unfeignedly believe his Gof pel. Therefore 


it is plain, you never did repent, or unfeignedly believe 
the Goſpel; ; if Gop has not pardoned and abſolyed you | 
from your Sins. Elfe both: he and all that are in Prieſts | 
Orders in England, are falſe Witneſſes before Gap and 


Man. And ho many Times have you beſought Gon 


to give you true Repentance ; and to forgive you all your 
Sins, Negligences and Ignorances;; ; and to endue you 
with the Grace of his Holy Spirit, that you might amend 
your Ways, according to his ** . ord ? And now. 


f E 
you ſay there is no ſuch Thing ! Tho' you may remem- 
ber, Mr. R s ſaid, © Let us beſeech Gop to grant us 


true Repentance, and his Holy Spirit, that thoſe Things 


may pleaſe him, which we do at this preſent; and that 
the reſt of our Lives may be pure and yoke. 


By theſe Diſcourſes, many were pricked to te! Heart, 
and durſt not offer the Sacrifice of Fools any more; but 


prayed in good Earneſt, for Gov' to-pardon their Sins, 
and to anſwer them i in the Joy of their Hearts. 


Wur v ay ſaid, they were of the Church of Scotland; 1 
aſked them, if they did not know their Sins forgiven ? | 
They told me, that they did not; nay, farther, they 
thought it Preſumption for any one to pretend to know 
it, or to expect ſuch high Attainments as I ſpoke of; 
and they told me I was a Paßiſt, or I would not talk as 
I did. I ſaid, „I know not what you think of me; but 
1 92 555 you neither know What a Papiſt or a Preſbyterian 

for your own Mouths declare, that you are no Mem- 
8.3 of the Church of Scotland : That Church diſowns you; 
for none are allowed Members thereof, but thoſe that 
are effectually called; and they, that are effectually call- 
ed, do in this Life partake of Juſtiſication, Adoption, and 
Sanctifcation. And the ſame Church ſaith; that Fuſtafica- 
tion is an Act of Gop's free Grace, wherein he pardoneth 
all our Sins; Adoption is an Act of God's free Grace, by 
which we are received into the Number, and have a 
Right to all the Privileges, of Gov's Sons ; and that Sanc- 
tification is the Work of God's free Grace, whereby we are 
renewed in the whole Man, after the Image of Gov: 
And all that are ſo effectually called, do enjoy an Aſſur⸗ 
ance of N s OS Peace of Conſcience, and Joy ir in 


+ * * 


as 


[ 10 
the Holy Ghoſt. And 1 pray you, what have I ſaid 
more ? By your talking, you are the Sons of Rome, and 
Eriemies to the true Prote eftant Religion. Let me beg you 
to go home, and read the Aﬀembly's Catechiſm, and 
come and talk with me again, after you have read it.” 
Several of them did ſo; and came with Tears in their 


Eyes ; : and are now Witneſles, that Gov has Power on 
Earth to * Sins. | 


L Foun it always in my Mind, not to tet any depart 


that. came to diſpute with me, till we had prayed toge- 
ther. | 


Tur firſt that was brought to experience the redeem- 
ing Love of Cxzx1sT, was my own Brother; and | in A 
few Days Six of my Neighbours, SS 


Mu Wife alfo was thoroughly 3 that ſhe muſt 
experience the ſame Work of Grace, or periſh, And 
during the Time of her Convictions, ſhe was ſeized with 
a Pleuritic Fever ; ; and her Caſe was thought to be very 
dangerous: Then I beſought the Loxp for her with Faſt- 

ing and Prayer. The next Day ſhe was worſe; and the 
Diſt reſs of her Soul increaſed the Diſorder of her Bodys 
fo that ſhe ſeemed as if ſhe could not ſubſiſt long. That 
Night my Houſe was filled with People, and none or 
them offered to diſpute with me: But I read ſeveral Por- 

tions of Scripture to them, ſome out of the Old, fome | 
out of the New Teſtament, and compared one with ano. 
ther, and prayed with them. As I was in Prayer, my 
Wife being in the Parlour, but within Hearing, fainted, 
and was as if ſhe had juſt ſunk into the Gulph of Gov's 
Y Judgments ;: ; Immediately ſhe thought ſhe felt the Loxp 

© Jzsvs catch her as the was falling ; ; and lay his Hand 
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dn her Side, where her Diſorder was, aud bid ber be 
of good Comfort; thy Sins are forgiven, When I came 
to the Bed- ſide, ſhe was juſt come to herſelf, and ſaid; 
* My Dear, the Lox hath healed me both in Body ms 
Soul ; and I will get up and praiſe his holy Name; and 
ſo ſhe did; and her Fever ceaſed from that Hour ; ; and 

her Heart was filled with Peace and Love. 


Now Gov had raiſed up eight Witneſſes t to himſelf in 
this Place; and the Enemies began to report, that I had 
forgiven ſuch and ſuch their Sins. But this made many 
come to talk with me. 


Ox Night I went ts Awallon, to hear Mr. Tiglam 
| preach. As ſoon as I got into the Houſe, he called me 

into the Parlour, and deſired the Company that was 
with him to go out, for he had ſomething to ſay to me. 
When they went out, he roſe up, "barred the Door, theri 
he ſat down by me, and aſked me how my Wife did? 
When 1 had told him, he ſaid, © Do you know your | 
bwn Heart; think you? I ſaid, « Not rightly : But I 
know JE sus CurisT; and He knows, and hath taken 
Poſſeſſion of it : And though it be deceitful, yet he can 
ſubdue it to himſelf ; ; and I truſt he will.” He ſaid, 
% Have you not deceived yourſelf with thinking that 
your Sins are forgiven, and that you are in a State of 
. Grace ?” I was three Years ſeeking before I found him.” 
I ſaid, « Suppoſe you were, do you confine God to be 
three Years in converting every Soul, becauſe you was 
fo long ? Gon is as able to convert a Soul in three _ 
how, as he was to convert St. Paul 1700 Years ago.“ 
I then began to tell him what I had ſeen at London uttder 

Mr. Wefley's Preaching; He ſaid, he pitied poor Mr, 


1 
Weſley 5 for he was ignorant of his own State; and ſpoke 
as if he believed Mr. Weſley to be an unconverted Man: 


at which Words my corrupt Nature began to ſtir. But 
it came to my Mind, the Wrath of Man worketh not 


the Righteouſneſs of Gop ; and I lifted up my Heart to 
the Loxp, and my Mind was calm in a Moment. He 
ſaid, © You ought not to tell People, that they may know. 


their Sins forgiven; for the World cannot bear it: And 
if ſuch a Thing was preached, it would raiſe Perſecu- 


tion.” I faid, © Let them quake that fear. By the Grace 


of Goo, I love every Man, but fear no Man: And I 
will tell all I can, that there is ſuch a Prize to run for: 
If I hide it, Miſchief will come upon me. There is a 
Famine in the Land; and I ſee myſelf in the Caſe of 


one of the Lepers, that were at the Gates of Samaria, 


who found Proviſion in the Enemy's Camp: And when 


they had eat and drank, and loaded themſelves, ſaid, 
Me do not do well ; for this is a Day of glad Tidings : Let us go, 
and make it known to the King's Houſhold : When 1 found. 
Gop's Wrath removed for the Sake of his dear Son, 
and Proviſion enough for my poor fainting Soul, and for 
all the World, if they would come for it. I believe it 
is a Sin, not to declare to the Children of Men, what. 


 Gop hath done for my Soul, that they may ſeek for the 
ſame Mercy.” He told me, I had nothing to do with 
the Old Tefiament, or to make Compariſons from any 
Thing that was'in it. - But I ſaid, I'had as much to db 


with it, as with the New Teftament. He replied, © I would. 


not have you ſpeak any more to the People, till you are 


better acquainted with your own Heart.” I told him, 
I would not in his: Societies, unleſs I- was deſired : But 


what I did in my own Houſe, or in any athers, that re- 
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queſted me, he had no Buſineſs with; for 1 ſaid, « Ido 
not belong to you; and tho' I have heard you ſeveral 
Times, it was no Benefit to me; for I had experienced 
more of the Grace of God, before I ſaw your Face, than 


ever I heard you preach of yet, or any one ſince I left 
London.” 


\ 


Soon after, he came out and began to preach ; when 
I was greatly ſurprized ; for what he had forbidden me 
to do, he did directly: He told them that Night, they 
muſt know their Sins forgiven in this World, or go to 

W if all the Devils in Hell I them in. 


I 8711 went on at my own Houle, as before, every 


N igt; and in about three Weeks, my Eight were in- 
creaſed to Seventeen. | 


As I was about explaining the 7th Chaptbe of the Ro- 
mans, my Mother fell into deep Convictions, and cried, 
« I am a loſt Sinner.” I went to Prayers with her; and 
ſhe neither eat pleaſant Bread, or took natural Reſt, till 
| ſhe found Redemption in the Blood of CunisT. Then 
ſhe came to me with Tears of Joy, and ſaid, * Thank 
Gov on my Behalf, for he hath dealt bountifully with 

When thou waſt a Lad, I had more Trouble with 

| 3 than any other Child; but Go hath more than 
rewarded me for all my Trouble, in that he hath raiſed 
thee up to ſhew me the Way of Salvation.“ She lived 
about fix Months after; and then died in the Triumph 


of Faith. She was the firſt ripe Fruit, that Gon gave 
me of my Labour, 


So after, iber of my Brothers, my Aunt, ip 
two Couſins, were converted; tho' {till I did not attempt 
EN | 
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to preach, but read ſome Part of Scripture; then exhort- 
ed them to obſerve what they had heard; and ſo ended 
awith Prayer. And Gon wrought in a wonderful Man- 
ner; for ſix or ſeven were converted in a Week, for ſe- 
veral Weeks together, All this Time, I had no one to 

converſe with, except ſuch as wanted to turn me out of 
the narrow Path ; neither had I any Correſpondence with 
Mr. Weſley ; but ſtill I was as one ſet to labour: in a Field 


alone. | 


Arrzx ſometime, Peter Bohler came into Yorkſhire, and 
laboured while Mr. Ingham went to London. I heard 
him, and he pleaſed me well; for at that Time he ſpake 
to the Purpoſe. When he had done, I went and took 
him by the Hand, and thanked him for his wholſome 
Exhortation, He aſked me my Name? I told him: 
He kiſſed me, and ſaid, My Brother, I am glad to ſee 
you; for I have juſt now been talking with ſome, that 
told me they were converted by you; and I like them 
better than any Souls I have converſed with, fince 1 
came to Yorkſhire.” And he OY, « Hill call to ſee 
you, when I come to Birſtal. So he did, and ſtaid 
with me all Night; and he did not offer to turn me out 
of the Way Gop had called me into, but encouraged me 
to ſpeak on, and ſpare none; for; he added, „ The 
Lox hath called you to labqur in his Vineyard ; and if 
you do not labour, he will call you to Judgment for = | 
I told him, that Mr, Ingham had forbidden me: But he 
laid, „He will be back from London in three Weeks, 
when I will ſpeak to him; for I know, that God is with 
you; and I will call on you, whenever I come through 
this Town.” So he did at that Seaſon ; and his Conver- 
lation was as profitable to ms, 1 he then ſpoke as contra- 


* 


OTF 
* 
1 
4 
ay 
* 
7 
1 3 N 
N EE 
4 8 
1 Sy 4 
[ bY 
by 
1 
* 
1 
Sx” 
B. 
=» 
* 
- 
1 


L 45 J 


ry to the Moravians, who are in Sunken as black is an 
White. Gop bleſſed his Word ; for many were awaken- 
ed by him, at his firſt coming into Yorkſhire, | 


Wurx Mr. Ingham came back from London, he came 
to Brother Mitchell's in our Town, and ſent for me. I 
think there were above twenty-three in the Chamber 
with us; and he came and kiſſed me, as ſoon as I came 
in, deſiring me to fit down by him; and he ſaid, Joln 
I believe Gop hath called you to ſpeak his Word; for 
1 have ſpoken with ſeveral ſince I came back from 
London, that I believe have received Grace ſince I went; 
and I fee Gon is working in a ſhorter Manner, than he 
did with us at the Beginning ; ; and I ſhould be ſorry to 
hinder any one from doing Good.” He ſaid alſo to the 
Brethren and Siſters, Before you all, I give John 
Leave to exhort in all my Societies;” and he took me 
by the Hand, ſaying, © John, Gop hath given you 
great Honour, in that he hath made uſe of you, to call 
Sinners to the Blood of our Saviour : And I defire you 


to exhort in Fall my Societies, as often as you . = 


I 915 ſo; and many were Weck to the Heart, and 


and were made to cry out, © Loxp, ſave, or we periſh Hy 


So that nine or ten in a Week, were brought to expe- 


rience the dying Love of Jesvs; and thoſe that were of 
the Church of England, to keep cloſe to the Church and 


Sacrament; and the Difſenters, to keep to their own 


Meetings, and to let their Les ſhine before thoſe of their 
own Community. | | 


I zouxD by ſome, that Mr. Ingham adviſed them the 
contrary ; and ſeveral began to ſtay at Home on the 


Sabbath, and to get into the Way of holding their Hats 
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me at all; and his Word was as Chaff, in Compariſon 
of what it uſed to be. 


1 


on, and Canting, as thoſe that I had talked with in 


London. It made me g uneaſy, to ſee them in ſuch a 


Deluſion. NE =» 


By Oxe Night I had been diſputing with ſeveral of them, 


about their neglecting the Ordinances, and their ſpeak- 
ing againſt inward Hohneſs, as we were going to hear 
Peter Bohler, at Charles Summer ſcales's: And when he got 


5 up, he took two Verſes of the tenth Chapter of St. Ma- 
thew's Goſpel : Whoſoever therefore ſhall confeſs me before Men, 


him will I confeſs before my Father which is in Heaven : But 


' whoſoever ſhall deny me before Men, him alſo will I deny before 


my Father, which is in Heaven, I thought if he had heard 
all that I had ſaid, and had laboured to juſtify every 


Word I had ſpoken, he could not have preached more 
to the Purpoſe; for he ſaid to confeſs Jxsus, was to 


live to him, and to honour him with Body, Soul, and 
Subſtance; and to deny him, was to live to ourſelves, : 
by refuſing to do what he had commanded, becauſe it 
was not agreeable to Nature, and did not make for our 
temporal Intereſt, and he added, if any one did ſo much 
as keep the Tip of his little F inger, to commit Sin with, 
it would damn both his Body and Soul in Hell.“ 


My Advettitics now hung down AE Heads; = | 
Complaint was made to Mr. Telchig, that he preached 
Wefley's Doctrine: And he was ſent to London ſoon after. 
He came back in three Weeks Time; but ſuch a Change 
for the worſe, did I never fee in mortal Man: For he, 
that profeſſed to love me as his own Soul, durſt not 
come near the Door of my Houſe, nor converſe with 


= 
TRENI ſaw what was coming on me, and the People 
Gop had given me. This made me weep in' ſecret 
Places, before the Lonp; and I defired to die, rather 
than to live, to ſee the Children devoured by theſe 
Boars out of the German Mood. I ſaw many deluded 
by their ſoft Words, and fair Speeches; and I thought, 
I would exhort no more; for I was begetting Children 
and they ſlew them among the ſmooth Stones of the 
Brook; and they had better never have known the 
Way of Salvation, than after knowing it be turned 
thereout. But Samuel Mitchell urged me to ſpeak, and 
not to ſpare. Yet I found great Backwardneſs; and 


often ſaid, when I went out of my Door, Loan. -. 


thou knoweſt I had rather be hanged on that Tree, than 
g0 to preach, but that I believe thou doſt require it at 
my Hand.“ And many a Time, I have ſaid, Except 
ſome one be converted this Time, J will take it for 
granted, that I may leave off ſpeaking in thy Name:“ 
But, O the Condeſcenſion of the Moſt High! For he, 
ſo far bore with my Weakneſs, that ſome were con- 
verted- as ſure as I aſked the Token. For all that, I 
acted the Part of ona, and fled into the Fields by a 
Wood Side, when a great Congregation was gather'd 
together, and begged me to preach to them. But the 
Hand of the LoxD was upon me; and I fell flat on 
my Face on the Ground, and I thought, that if ever a 
living Man taſted the Cup of the damn'd, I did: And: 
I cried out, © Let me die; let me die; for why ſhould 
I live, to ſee the Deſtruction of thy People? Or where- 
fore ſhould I ever ſpeak in thy Name; and by thy 
Word beget Children for the Slaughter,” I lay about 
an Hour with my Face on the Graſs : But O the Anguiſh 
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tny Soul was in! The Sufferings of our Loap were 
brought to my Mind, and of his Apoſtles, and of Fre- 
miah whoſe Cup I had once deſired at the Loxp's Hand, 
But now, when it was in a ſmall Degree put into my 
Hand, I choſe rather to die than to drink it. 


1 NOW Woe to be aſhamed before the Lord, when 
1 had conſider'd how wonderfully he had dealt with 
me ; ſo that the Tears began to flow, and my Heart was 
broken within me. Then I ſaid, I am not my own, 
but thine; therefore, thy Will be done in me, on me; 
and by me.” In that Inſtant the Cloud broke, and the 
Sun of Righteouſneſs aroſe on my Soul ; ſo that 1 cried 
| out, © Lox, continue with me, as thou art now, and 
I am ready to go to Hell to preach to Devils, if thou 
requireſt it.” Then I came home, expecting the People 
to be gone; but they were waiting about the Door of 
my Houſe. I got up and preached to them, and that | 
Night two Men declared, that Gop for CuRIST's Sake 
had 2 all their Sins. 


1 THOUGHT, der 1 had done, if 1 had had 10l. I 
_— have given it for one Hour's Converfation with 
r. Fol Weſley ; but I deſpaired of ever having an Op- 
e except I went to London on Purpoſe ; and I 
-faid, „I am not worthy of an upright Man to converſe 
with ; therefore I am { chcompetins about with Briars 
and Thorns,” | 4 


A ſome Time, 1 was told, that there were 
twenty Preachers come to the Smith-houſe ; and that four 
or five of them were Clergymen, that had been with 
Mr. Meſiey; but they were now convinced of his Errors, 
and were content to be poor Sinners; and they hoped 
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1 mould ſee my Error i in a little Time, and come to the 
Brethren ; for all of them had been as blind, they ſaid; 
as I was, and as much biggotted to Mr. Weſley's Notions. 
I told them, that what they called Light, I believed to 
be groſs Darkneſs ; for it did not agree with what the 
Scriptures ſhewed, to be the Way to Heaven. One of 
their Exhorters ſaid to me; that there were ſeveral of the 
Moravian Preachers could write as good Scriptures as 
the Bible; that the very Power, that the Apoſtles had; 
did reſt on the Moravian Preachers. I told him, I did 
not believe a Word of it: I believed them to be a fal- 
Jen People ; and I prayed Gop to give them Repentance, 
and to do their firſt Works. I ſaid, © I am ſorry for 
Mr. Ingham ; for he never will do half ſo much good as 
he has done hurt, by bringing them into this Country; 
for they do not labour to convert Sinners; but to turn 
Saints out of the Way that leads to Heaven.” But he 
laid, it was I that was wrong; for they were the molt 
experienced Men in the World: And it was believed 
by many, that Courit Zinzendorf, was ſo familiar with the 
Lamb, that many Hundreds, who were now in Hell, 
would be ſaved by his. en 


A FEW w Days 1 chey were to liave a great Meeting 
at Gumberſal-field-houſe : And one came and told me, that 
Mr. Ingham defired me to be there. And I went, but 
could not get into the Houſe, where they were reading 
the Letters, nor near the Door, for the Multitude ; ſo 
I walk'd into the Croft. And I believe there were two _ 
hundred People there, who had gone from the Door, 
becauſe they could not hear ; and I preached to them in 
the Croft, while they read the Letters within, And when 
they had done, they ſent for me into the Chamber, I 
| G | 
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think, there were five or ſix Preachers, and four Ex- 
horters, and near an hundred People, who were looked 
upon, as the Chief of their Societies. Then Mr. Ing- 
ham ſtood up, and ſaid, that the Country People were 
ſurprized to ſee ſo many of the Brethren come together ; 
they thought it prudent, not to have ſo much Preaching, 
till they were ſettled a while, for fear it ſhould make 
them perſecute the Brethren ;. And I deſire, that none 
of the young Men will expound, till they are ordered 
by the Brethren : We ſhall meet again this Day Month ; 
and then we will let you know, what you are all to do.“ 
Then he ſpake to them, one by one, and ſaid, © I hope 
you will be obedient, and not expound any more, till 
you have Orders.” They all replied, © Yes, Sir.” He 
then turned to me, ſaying, © Jom, I hope you will leave 
off, till you have Orders from the Church? J ſaid,” No, 
Sir; I will not leave off; I dare not; for I did not be- 
gin by the Order of Man, nor by my own Will; there- 
fore I ſhall not leave off by your Order: For I tell you 
plainly, I ſhould have left off without your bidding, 
but that I believed if I did, I ſhould be damned for 
Diſobedience.” He replied, © You ſee theſe young 
Men are obedient to the Elders; and they have been 
bleſſed in their Labours, as well as you.“ I ſaid, 1 
cannot tell how they have been bleſſed; but I think, if 
Gow had ſent them on his own Errand, they would not 
ſtop at your bidding. '” | Then one of the Preachers ſaid, 
The Spirit of the Prophets is ſubje& to the Prophets; 
therefore they are right, and you are wrong ; for they 
are ſubject.“ I faid, © You are not obedient to the 
Prophets of God that were of old: For Gov faith by 


one of them, I have ſet Watchmen upon the Walls of Jeruſalem, 
that yuan not ** Day or Night : But you can hold your 
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1 
Peace for a Month together, at Man's bidding.“ Then 
turning to Mr. Ingham, I ſaid, . You know that many 
have been converted, by my exhorting lately, and a 
great many are under Convictions: What a ſad Thing 


then would it be, to leave them as they are ?” He re- 


plied, © Our Saviour can convert Souls without your 


Preaching.” I ſaid, © Yes, or yours either : And he can 


give us Corn without plowing and ſowing ; but he doth 
not, neither hath he promiſed that he will.” Then he 
ſaid, © Be ſtill one Month; and you will know more of 


| your own Heart.” I replied, © With one Provifo, I 
will.“ He ſaid, What is that?” I anſwered, «© If 
you can perſwade the Devil to be till for a Month: 


But if he goes about like a roaring Lion, ſeeking whom 


He may devour, and God hath put a Sword into my 


Hand, I am determined to attack him, whereſoever I 
meet him ; and whereſoever I meet Sin, I meet Satan.” 
Then ſome of them ſaid, that their Ears burned on their 
Heads, to hear me ſpeak fo to ſuch a Gentleman as Mr. 
Ingham, I told them, I would ſpeak to a Gentleman as 


I would to a Beggar, in the Cauſe of Gov. Mr. Ingham 


ſaid, It muſt needs be that Offences come: but Wo to him by whom 


they do come. I replied, Sir, take Care that your Curſe 


do not fall on your own Head.” Then he charged all 


the People, as they loved him and the Brethren, that they 
ſhould not let me preach in. their Houſes, or encourage 
me, by hearing me elſewhere. Then I ſaid, © I hope 


you will not hinder thoſe, who were converted under 
my Word, from hearing me; for they are my own Chil- 
dren.” He ſaid, they would hinder them ; for they 
were none of mine, but our Saviour's Children, I an- 
ſwered, © I have as much Right to call them my Chil- 

| . | | 


„ 
dren, as St. Paul had to call the Galatians his; and if 
they periſh, by being turned out of the Way thro? you, 
I will require their Blood at your Hand.“ Then Mr. ; 
Clapham ſaid, © May not I have ſome private Converſa- 
tion with John? Mr. Ingham ſaid, Yes.” And Mr. 
Clapham ſaid, « He ſhall be my Teacher while E live:“ 
So it was; for he died in the Faith within a F viding, 


| ary I got home, there were . W at my 
Houſe, waiting to be inſtructed in the Way to the King- 
dom. One of them ſaid, What is the Matter? Are 
you not well? you look ſo pale!” I aid, „I have 
neither Pain nor Sickneſs of Body; but my Soul is diſ- 
ordered within me, for they have bereaved me of my 
Children, and commanded them not to hear me, before 
my Face. 'O !- theſe treacherous Dealers have dealt 
treacherouſly ! I am ſorry, Mr. Ingham ſhould be a Tool 
in their Hands, to turn the Simple out of the Way; but 
J hope he does it in Ignorance; if he knows what he is 
doing, he will be a miſerable Man: For it is a leſs 
Crime to take a Child of Gop, and cut his Throat, and 
7 thereby ſend him to Heaven at once, than to turn him 
out of the Way, and to deſtroy both Body and Soul: 
nevertheleſs,” let us pray for him and them. 722 So we 
went to Prayer; and when we aroſe from our Knees, I 


4 took the Bible, requeſting Gop to ſpeak to me by his 


Word; I opened on the 49th Chapter of 1/aza/, and the 
igth Verſe, For thy waſte and thy defolate Places, and the 
Land of thy Deſtruction, fall even now be too narrow, by, Rea- 


fon. of the Inhabitants : And they that ſwallowed thee up; ſhall be 
far away: The Children, which thou Halt have after thou haſt 


ut the other, ſhall ſay again in thine Ears, the Place is too 
* for me; — Place to me, that I _ deell, Then halt 


t 33 J | 
thou ſay in thine Heart, who hath begotten me theſe, feeing I have 
loft my Children, and am deſolate, a Captive, removing to and 
fro ; and who hath brought up theſe ? Behold, I was left alont'; 
theſe, where had they been? At the Reading of which 
/ 0 Words, I and all that were in the Houſe were ſo affe&-. 


ed, that we burſt out into Weeping: And Gov gave me 
one Child, in Anſwer to my Prayer that Night. 
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Is was ly ſpread abroad, that Mr. Ingham and Nel- 
Jon had differed; and many ſaid, We ſhall now ſee 
an End of this new Religion!” Several of them, who 
once profeſſed to love me as their own Lives, now became 
my open Enemies, and laboured to draw all from me 
they could. They ſaid, I made my Bible my Gos; and 
would take it up in a ſcornful Manner, ſaying, © This 
i) Is Jolm Nelſon's Go !. Poor Man, he hurts himſelf much 
© by reading in it; it would be better for him, if he would 
let it alone, and abide by b e Boats; ts 
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Tarn I ſaid, « Woi is me, chat ever my Mother bar 


me, to be a Man of Strife to all that are about me: But. 
Lon, I commit my Cauſe to Thee.” 


So I went on preaching Repentance towards Gov, 
and Faith in our Loxp Jz8vs CuxisrT; infiſting on thoſe 
that believed, to be careful to maintain good Works. 
But 1 many, that once ſaid they might bleſs Cop they 

ever heard me, now called me legal: and told me to my 
Face, that I never knew the Goſpel Liberty, nor what it 
was to enjoy the Poor Sinnerſhip. I replied, © I do not 
deſire to know it; I only want to know the perfect and 
acceptable Will of Gop, and Power to do the ſame.“ 
They ſaid, they had nothing to _ for the LW . he 
3 all for them. | 


| EC 4&4 3 
| AxTzx their next monthly Meeting, one that had ex⸗ 
horted, came and called me out of my Houſe, ſaying, 


he wanted to ſpeak with me. I went out; when he told 
me the Brethren had ſent him ; and they had the ſame 
Power as the Apoſtles had; all that withſtood them were 
ſoon miſerable. I ſaid, What do you hubble at in 
your Speech? If you came to tell me, that they have 
given me up into the Hands of the Devil, ſpeak out, 
Michael]! He ſaid, they had. I replied, © I hopeI 
| hall pray for them as long as I live: But go you back, 
and tell them, I have the Devil under my Heel ; and he 
can never Bann me, fo long as I Neve the Grace of Gop.” 


| Soon after I met with another, that had got into the 
oor Sinnerſſip, who held his Neck on one Side, and 
talked, as if he had been bred upon the Borders of 
Bohemia ; and he faid, the Brethren were ſorry for me: 
Nay he heard fome of them ſay, that they would take 
care of my Wife and Children; I told him, I wauld 
| fee my Wife and Children die on a Dunghill, before 
I would ſell my. _— and. the Souls of my Country 
Cn - 


| 1 STILL kept cloſe to Gov = Prayer nd Faſting. 
_ was daily refreſhed with a Senſe of his Love; and 
| he opened my Mouth more and more, to ſpeak. his 

Word; and Sinners were converted. | 


| Samuel Mitchell ee me much; and went with 
me, almoſt every Night that I went out of Town, often 
four or five Miles, after we had done our Work, and 
we uled to come back together the Hand Night, in all 
| Sorts of Weather, 5 


L 5 I 

' Ox Night after a Day of Faſting, I dreamt, that Mr. 
| John and Mr. Charles Weſley were both fitting by my F ire- 
fide; and Mr. John ſaid, © I will but ſtay a few Days 
now, for I will go into the North, _ return at ſuch a 
Time, and then ſtay with you a Week.” The next Day, 
when I told it, one ſaid, “ If thou haſt dreamed ſo, 
they will certainly come.“ I replied, © 1 can no more 
expect them, than I expect the King to come * But a 


few Months after they did, and ſat in the very Poſture 


1 en and Mr. Join ſpoke the very Words. 


I was deſired once more, to go to Cunterſal: eld Head, 
to ſpeak with Mr. Ingham; and when I got there, David 
Taylor was with him in the Parlour, and ſpoke kindly to 


me; but when Mr. Taylor was gone, he began to talk to 


me, about making Diviſion among the Brethren, I told 


him I did not want to make Diviſion; I wanted the 


People to be ſaved. But he ſaid, We cannot receive 
you or Mr, Weſley into our Community, till he publicly 
declare he has printed falſe Doctrine, and you declare 


you have preached falſe.” I faid, « Wherein?” He 


then burſt out into Laughter, and ſaid, In telling the 


People, that they may live without committing Sin.” * 


replied, Do you call that falſe Doctrine? He ſaid, 
«I do; and Mr. Weſley has written falſe Doctrine, teach- 
ing the ſame Errors.” He quoted ſome Words : Then 


I faid, © They are not Mr. Weſley's, but St. John's Words: 


It is St. John who ſays, Let no Man deceive you: He that doth 

Righteouſneſs, is righteous ; and he that commtteth Sin, is of the 
Devil. So if St. John be right, every one that preacheth 
contrary to what Mr. Weſley has written here, and what 


I have preached, he is a Deceiver, and a Betrayer of 
Souls,” He ſaid, If that be yourOpinion, we cannot 
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receive you into our Church.“ I replied, Ldon' t want 
to be one of you; for I am a Member of the Church of 
England.” He ſaid, The Church of England is no Church; 
we are the Church!” I ſaid, * Wz ! who do you mean? 
He replied, ©& I and the Moravian Brethren.” I ſaid, I 
have no Deſire to have any Fellowſhip with you or them; 
it is better for my own Soul, ſince I have been wholly 


| ſeparated from you; and Gop hath bleſt my Labour 
more, ſince I was told they had delivered me up to Satan, 
than ever before: Therefore I think it is better to have 


their Curſe, than to have Communion with them.” He 
replied, © If you think ſo, I have no more to lay to you.” | 


| And then turned his Back on me. 


_— 


Wurx I went bens I met with one [that had got in- 
to the Liberty and he told me, that the Devil had ſent 
me into Yorkſhire, to hinder the Brethren from having the 


Country to themſelves. I anſwered; © If Satan ſent me, 
he is divided againſt himſelf; for you know, by my 
Preaching many are turned, that were groſsly wicked, 


to live a righteous Life.” He ſaid, no Men ſhould be 
damned, but for their owr Righteouſneſs: And when I 


mentioned any Scripture, he laughed me to Scorn, ſay- 


ing, „Vou will never be happy till you leave off thoſe 


Scripture Notions, and come to your own W and 


be A . Sinner.” bo 


* 


Now a Trial came ages me, 1 another Qunatent: 
Some of them came to my Houſe, when I was from 
home, and talked with my Wife, ſtirring her up againſt 
me, ſo that fhe was tempted to go to them, and leave 
me; and the Temptation was ſo ſtrong, that ſhe got out 
of Bed three Times, to go to them; nay, the more I rea- 


8. 


Cal 


| ſoned with her from Scripture, in ever ſo loving a Man- 


ner, the more ſhe was ſet againſt me: Then I had none 


but my old Refuge, to get to Gop by Prayer and Faſting; 


and the Lon p took the Matter into his own Hand, and 
ſhewed her, wherein ſhe had been deceived, and made 
her a Staff in * Hand, and a N to N 0 


* | ; 

Azour this Time, one of my Neighbours, that uſed 
to Rear me preach, was going to London, and ſaid, © I 
ſhould be glad to ſee Mr. Jokn Weſley, whom you call your 
Father in the Goſpel.” HI replied, If you will carry 
a few Lines for me to him, you may ſee and hear him 
too.“ So he did ; wherein I defired Mr. We efley to write. 
to me; and as he was my Father in the Goſpel, to give 


me ſome Inſtructions how to proceed, in the Work that 
God had begun to do by ſuch an unpoliſhed Tool as 


me. When he got to London, he wrote to me, that he 
had ſeen Mr. Weſley, and given him the Letter; who read 
it, and aſked him ſome Queſtions about me, and ſaid, 
« Do you write by this Night's Poſt, and tell him I ſhall 
be at his Houſe on Tueſday next, (if Gop permit.)” I 1 3 
got the Letter on Sunday, and was melted into Oy be. 
fore the Loxp. | 


Tine Day the Loxp bleſſed our Souls much, while 
we were praying that he would conduct his Servant in 


Safety to us, and bleſs his Coming amongſt us; but he 
was detained on the Road, ſo that it was Wedneſday at 
Nine o'Clock in the Forenoon when he arrived at Birſtal. 
He ſent for me to the Inn, from whence I conducted 


him to my Houſe, and he fat down by my Fire- ſide, in 
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the: try Poſture I had dreamed about four Months bo- 
n _ oo en re 1 e N oy 


| By ns bees to ee We Companies of thoſe 


that had left me; came to hear him; ſeveral of whom 


 thidy, they never heard ſuch a Sermon in their Lives, 
nor ever felt ſo much of the Power of Gop, under any 
N 8 e. 


1 See land when Mr. Ingham cattle le a: he was orten 


e this Mr. Weftey, ſaying, he believed he never 
talked with him but it was a Bleſſing to his Soul, and 


extolled him above any Man that ever they heard him 


talk of; and now they thought he exceeded all that Mr. 


prized, that Mr. Ingham ſhould go through Birſtal, and 
not call to ſee Mr. We Po 


„ Mr. Weſtey came 3 — their Minds 


were changed ; for they did not come to hear him. I 
aſked. ſeveral of them the Reaſon; and they told me, 
Mr. Ingham, ſaid he preached falſe . and it was 


ä not ſafe to hear him. 


f 


TEAR his did not preach 1 for Gop o blell. 
ed his Word, and his, Coming was a great Bleſſing to my 


Soul, I ſaid to him, © $i you may make-Uſe of Jacob's 
Words, The Children. thou begat: in Egypt omen mines for 


I. and deliver them to your Care,” 


8 * ſpent aw a Week, he: leſt me © But 
3 now they that Raid with me were e confirmed in the Truth 


Ingham had faid about him ; but they were greatly ſur- 


ö 


£1] 


they had received ; and many were convinced of the 


Neceſſity of being born again, fo that greater Multitudes 
than ever came to hear, ang event ver gar vened. 


On ae Night, there e came a 3 of Poople 
that were halting betwgen the Germans and me; and as 
I preached to them, my Mouth was almoſt ſtopped, and 


all the Time it appeared to me as if I was plowing upon 


a Rock; nevertheleſs, when I had done, and was got to 
the Fire- ſide, the People did not offer to go away, but 


ſtood as Beggars that wanted a Morſel of Bread. I then 


took up the Bible, and opened on the Prophecy of Iſaiah, 


where it faith, I have Voted out thy Tranſgreſton as a Cloud, 
and thy Sins as a thick Cloud : Return unto me, for I have: redeemed. 


thee. And I ſaid, © Hear ye the Word of the Lox |! 
So I read thoſe Words to them as I ſtood, and began to 


explain them, when the Power of God.came'as a mighty 
Wind, and many cried out, © Lox, ſave or we periſh!” 


I fell upon my Knees, and called upon Gop to heal the 


Bones that were broken, and to ſhew Mercy to the Poor 


and Needy; and he heard our Cry, ſo that Seven teſti- 


fied that Go for CuRIST's Sake had blotted out all their 
Sins that Night; and moſt of them told me, they pur- 
poſed only to hear me that Time, and to have gone to 


the Germans the next Day, 


{ 


Now the People from every Quarter flocked to Bel 


5 92 the Sabbath, but as yet there came only Three: n ; 


Leeds, wy. Shen: and was ber Women. 


IX was | May when Mr. "Tok We ray came to York. 
fire, and toward Michaelmas that Mr. enn and 
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K 
Mr. Charles Graves came. They ſtaid a bew b then 
went on to Newcaſtle, with an Intent to return in a Fort- 


night; but the Loxp opened ſuch a Door in that Place, 
that Mr. Weſley ſtaid ſome Time longer. Mr. Graves came 


at the Time appointed, and the Lox bleſſed his coming 
to ſeveral Souls. I remember, one Night at Armley he 


preached, and when he had done 1 gave an Exhortation, 
and the Loxp applied the Virtue of his precious Blood 


to nine Souls that Night, two the next Morning, and for 


a whole Week together there were ſome that oy the 
PRAM Blood of 1277 CHRIST. 


War n Charks' 2 came back from Newcaſtle, 


the Lozp was with him in ſuch a Manner, that the Pil- 7 
lars of Hell ſeemed to tremble ; many that were famous 


for ſupporting the Devil's Kingdom fell to the Ground, 
' while he was preaching, as if they had been thunder- 
ſtruck. One Day he had preached four Times; and one 


that had been amongſt the People all the Day, faid at 
Night, Twenty-two had received F orgiveneſs of their 


Sons we Day, 


os THINK, from the Time of Mr. Chailes Welly ka Mr, 
Graves's firſt coming, and their leaving Yorkſhire, after 
their Return from Newcaſtle, which was about a Month, 
there were added to the true Believers near Fourſcore. 
Then they began to cry out, © The Place is too ſtreight 


for us; we ſhould have a greater Houſe !”” So that the 


Words of I/aiah that I opened on, when the Germans be- 
reaved me of my former Children, were fulfilled, 


- Asovr this Time William Shent was converted ; and 


there began to be an Uproar in Leeds, about his ſaying 


4 


[ST 
he knew his Sins forgiven. Some, however, believed 


his Report, and had a Deſire to hear for themſelves ;— 
neither could he be content to eat his Morſel alone, for 


his Heart panted for the Salvation of all Had —_— 


bours. 


Tu E Chriſtmas following he deſired me to go and preach 
at Leeds; but when I gave Notice of it to the Society, 


they adviſed me not to go till we had kept a Day of Faſt- 
ing and Prayer. So we humbled ourſelves before the 


Loxo on the Friday; and on Sunday Night I went to 


Leeds, ſeveral of the Brethren accompanying me. As we 
were going over the Bridge, we met two Men who ſaid - 
to me, If you attempt to preach in Leeds, you muſt not 


expett to come out again alive; for there is a Company 
of Men that ſwear they will kill you.” I ſaid, © They 


muſt aſk my Maſter's Leave; for if he have any more 


Work for me to do, all the Men in the Town cannot 
1 me, till I have done it. : 


6 Wa EN WE 1580 to Brother Shent's, he had provided a 
large empty Houſe to preach in, and it was well filled 
with People. As ſoon as I got upon the Stairs I felt an 


- awful Senſe of Gop reſt upon me, and the People be- 
haved as People that feared WY and recerved the Word ; 


with Mecknels, 


"ir ro 3 became as a nurſing Mother to 


the new-born Souls of Leeds ; for there were ſeveral ſtea- 
dy Souls at Armley, who had ſtood from the Beginning 


Without Wavering, and 1 truſt we ſhall meet together in 


: Heaven. 
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SOMETIME he we had begun at Leeds, Mr. ohm Ben- 
net, from Chinley in Derbyſhire, came to our Town, and 
Fas for me to the Inn: I did not know him, but by his 
| Drefs I took him to be a Preacher. I ſaid, © I do not 
know you; pray what is your Name ?” He told me. I 
aſked him if he came from Mr. Weſley ? He ſaid, no; he 
was not in Connection with him; he was in Fellowſhip 
with the Moravian Brethren ; but he had a great Opinion 
of Mr, Weſley for fome Time, till he ſaw a little Pamphlet 
which Mr. Weſley had lately publiſhed, which he ſtiles 
The Character of a Methodift, and it had turned his Mind. 
I faid, Sir, what do you find wrong there ?” 150 re- 
plied, There i is too much Perfection in it for me.” 1 
aid, & Then you think, a leſs Degree of Holineſs will 
fit you for Heaven, than what i is mentioned there ; Pray, 
what are the Words you ſtumble at?” I ſaid, © They 
are the Words of St. John, without any Addition.” But 
he ſaid, We know by Experience, that there is no ſuch 
Thing to be attained in this Life,” I ſaid, If your 
Experience does not anſwer to what St. Paul and St. ohn 
ſpeak, I ſhall not regard it; and when I mentioned 
ſome Paſſages of Scripture, he ſaid, he did not believe 
| that what I ſaid was Scripture. I pulled out my Bible, 
and ſhewed him the Words; and when he had read 
them, his Countenance changed, and he cavilled no 
more. 


Wuey we met again, we ſeemed to be of one Heart 
and Judgment; for Gop revealed his Will to him ſoon 
after he had parted with me, and made him an Inſtru- 
ment to turn many to Righteouſneſs, and to bring me 
and my Brethren to preach in "TS tan, antl 
ts eds | 8 8 


en WWW 8 . 
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Tex firſt Time I went, he met me at Mar ſin, to con- 


duct me into Cheſhire ; but as I went over a great Com- 
mon a little behind Huddersfield, a Dog leaped out of the 


Heath, and came and ſmelled at my Leg, and walked 


by my Side for near a Mile; he then went to the Houſes 
that were a little out of the Way, and bit ſeveral Dogs, 


and came running after me again, fo walked by my Side 


till he ſaw another Houſe, where he fought with a Dog, 
then followed me again ; thus he went on for about five 
Miles, and went with me into the Inn at Marſdin, when 


he ſat down by my Side. There were ſeveral Men in 


the Houſe, whom I aſked, if any of them knew whoſe 
Dog he was, but none of them could tell. I ſaid, 4 I 
think he is mad: But they laughed me to ſcorn. Soon 
after another Dog came in,. and he went and bit him' 
directly, and ran out and bit four more, when the Mer 
purſued and killed him. When I faw, that Gop had 
kept me in ſuch immediate Danger, J was greatly hum- 


bled before him. 


As Mr. Bennet and I went over Ana we met David 
Taylor, who had got ſo much into the poor Sinnerſſip, that 


he would ſcarce ſpeak to me: He called Mr. Bennet to a2 


Diſtance, and ſaid he was ſorry that he was going to 
take me into Derbyſhire 5 for I was ſo full of the Law and 


Reaſon, that 1 ſhould 8 a you deal of Hurt wherever | 


1 1 


1 PREACHED twice Da" Afternoon, once at pie Nr 


in Lancaſhire; and the other Time at Woodley in Cheſhire, It 


Was given out unknown to me, for me to preach at 


Manchefter-Croſs on the Sunday in the Afternoon. About 


— 


ten People went with me from Mr. Lockwood's to Man- 
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cheſter: When we arrived there, I do not know, but 
there might be two Thouſand People gather'd together 
at the Croſs; and moſt of them behaved well; but 
| when I was in the Middle of my Diſcourſe, one at the 
Out-fide of the Congregation threw a Stone which cut 
me on the Head : However, that made the People give 
greater Attention, eſpecially when they ſaw the Blood. 
run down my Face; ſo that all was quiet 'till I. had 
done, and was ſinging a Hymn: Then the Conſtable 
and his Deputy came and ſeized me, and Mr. Bennet, 
and ſaid, we muſt go before the Juſtice. . I replied, 

« By what Order.” He held up his Staff, ſaying, that 
was his Warrant, and he would make me go. I anſwer- 
ed, © I will not reſiſt; for if I have done any Thing 
contrary to the Law, I ought to ſuffer by the Law.” 
He faid, I ſhould ſuffer for what I had done; then he 
began to ſtrike the People, that crowded about us. As 
ſoon as he and his Deputy could get thro' the Multitude, 
they out-ran us; when I called and ſaid, “ Stay, Chae. 
tlemen, for we cannot get through the People as faſt as 
you.” But the People crouded about us in ſuch a Man- 
ner, that we ſaw the Conſtable no more. Afterwards 
we rode to Jonathan Holmes's. That Night we had * 
bleſſed Meeting; ; and the Loxp was much with us, all 
the Time I ftay'd in thoſe Parts. 


Soon after Mr. John We hy « came into > Yorkſhire again ; 
and the Loxp bleſſed his coming to many Souls. When | 
he ſat out for Newcaſtle, he defired me to go to Grimfby in 
* Lincolnſhire, and to ſpend a few-Days there, among ſome 
People that had once run well, but were turned out 


| of the EY: wel one that had come down from London, 


5 


L 65 3 


who had got into the poor Sinnerſſib, and was made free 
from the righteous Law of Gov, and from all Ordinan- 
ces and good Works. He brought mary of them inte 
his own Liberty, ſo that they ſold their Praye! 


Books, 
left off Readitig and Praying, and followed the Motions 
of their own Minds, which they called the Lamb in their 
Hearts : But one or two remained under the Law as they 
call it, that 1 is, they {till continued to read the Bible, and 
durſt not leave off Prayer, nor any other Ordinance that 
Cunisr had appointed. Theſe came to Epworth to ſeek 


the pure Goſpel ; and when they heard Mr. Weſley, they 


_ his Word was as ſweet Wine to a FR Sour. 


1 2x4 out with a great Senſe of my own Weakneſs 


and was ready to turn back: Then I opened my Bible, 


where theſe Words were written, I was afraid, and went 


| and hid my. Talent in the Ground. I cried out, Lozp, 


give- me Strength and Underſtanding for the Work, if 
thou haſt called me to it.“ I opened my Book again, 


on the 14th Chapter of Iſaiaß and the 1ſt Verſe, For tie 
LORD will have Mercy on Jacob, and will yet chooſe Ifrael, and 
Jet them in their own Land, and the Strangers ſhall be Joined with 
them. That Night I got to Epworth, and Preached te to a 

* Con gregation. 


„ 
% 


Tux next Nowming, Iand a Man that belonged to 
Grimſby, and à Boy about twelve Years of Age, ſet out 


on Foot for Grimſby, but Night came upon us when we 


were five Miles ſhort of it, and there being no Public 


Houſe near there, we went to ſeveral F arm-houſes to 
aſk for Lodging, but could get none. Then we went 


to « poor Houſe, where I prevailed with the People to 
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let the Boy lie with two of their own Boys: ; and I faid 
to the Man, Let us go and ſeek a Bed ſomewhere elſe, 
or a Stable to lie in.” As we went on in the dark, we 
ſaw a Light at a ſmall Diſtance, and we went over a 

Field to it. I knocked at the Door, and they bid us 
come in: There were four Men, three Women and two 
Boys ſitting. by the Fire. As ſoon as I entered, I ſaid, 


es Peace be to this Houſe ;” at which Words the People 


ſtarted up as if I had thrown Fire at them: I ſaid, © We 


are two way-faring Men, and if you will entertain us 5 


for a Night, we will ſatisfy you. They got us a good 


Supper, and made up a good Bed. I talked to them a- 


bout the Way of Salvation, and went to Prayer with 


them, and they were ſo taken, that the Maſter and the 


Miſtreſs talked to me two Hours after we were in Bed. 
| The next Morning after Breakfaſt, I went to pay the 
Woman ; but ſhe ſaid, her Huſband charged her to take 
nothing, but on the contrary, to give us ſome Money to 
ſupport us on the Road; but I ſaid, © Not one Farthing 


will we have, and if you will not take our Money, I | 


pray Gop reward you with everlaſting Conſolation,” 


We "I went where we 4 — left the "Hg ail paid 
the People for him, and ſet out for Crimſty, which we 
reached by Ten o'Clock. The People ſoon heard that 
I was come, and flocked to me directly, when I prayed 


with them, and began to exhort, but many of them de- 


ſpiſed my Words, ſaying, I was too legal for them, I 
then took up my Bible and ſaid, Hear ye the Word 
of the Loxp !”” So J read two or three Verſes, and bid 
them try themſelves by that Standard ; then I read in 
another Place, and ſaid, « If you will compare YOu 
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Conſciences with theſe Scriptures, you may ſee what 
State your Souls are in,” One Woman turned pale and 
began to tremble, ſaying, © I clearly ſee we are deluded, - 
and that what we called the Lamb in our Hearts is nothing 
but the Devil.” Then ſhe cried out,“ Alas! alas! what 
muſt we do?” We went to Prayer again, and Gop 
made the gon of Satan | to ſhake once more in that 
Place. Ne | 98 ̃ | 


| 


Tus ſecond Night, a Schoolmaſter ſent me Word, 


that he would give me Leave to preach in his School, 
which would hold ſeveral Hundreds of People: But 


thoſe that had fallen into the þoor Sinnerſhip told me, if I 


did they durſt not go to hear me, for they ſhould be 
mobbed, and I ſhould be killed. I ſaid, © As the Gen- 


tleman has made me the Offer, I will accept it, and'by 
the Grace of Gop will preach, if there were as many 
Devils in it, as there are Tiles on it.” Accordingly 1 
went, and it was well filled from Side to Side, and the 


People behaved well: I found great Liberty in ſpeak- | 
ing, and when I had done, ſeveral cried out, "THI is 


1 Way of Sago ward 


Wur N. 1 3 back to Brother Blows in Peace, thoſe 


that had been ſhorn of their Strength, confeſſed their 


Fearfulneſs, and ſaid, „While we continued in the Spi- 
rit in which we were converted, we were as bold as Li- 
ons; oh, what ſhall we do to recover our Strength?“ I 


told them to humble themſelves before the Loxp with 
Prayer and Faſting, and He would ſnatch them out ae. 
the Snare of the Devil, and give them Ber their Arſt 
Love, | 
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1 PREAC HED again the next ann and ſet out ** 

Epworth ; in my Way I ſtopt at Ferry, where 1 preached | 
at Four in the Kamen, and got into Epworth ” Seven 
| that EVR: En ; 


| WI a eum berg, ſuch a CF Company was bar. 
ed together, that I could not get into the Houſe, nor yet 
one third of the People, tho? it was dark and ſmow'd : 
However, I defired them to hand me out a Chair; ſo I 
ſtood up in the Snow, and preached, and they behayed 
as well as ever I knew a Congregation in my Life ; and 
it appeared that Gop bleſſed his Word to many Souls | 


that n 


Wurs 1 went «hams, I found Gov had 8 "a 
Mouth of Jonathan Reeves, and bleſſed his Word to Num- 
bers about Birſtal: and we laboured together for I 
Ties * I returned again i into Mr, Bennet 8 Round. | 


ce 


1 . into the Peak: to, W at 1 when. 2 
Clergyman, with a great Company of Men that work'd 
in the Lead-Groves, all being in Liquor, came in juſt as 
I began to give out the Hymn: As ſoon as we began to 
ſing, he began to halloo and ſhout, as if he was hunting 
with 3 2 Pack of Hounds, and fo continued all the Time 
We ſang... When I began, to pray, he attempted to over- 
turn the Chair that I ſtood on, but he could not, altho? 
he ſtruck ſo violently with his Foot, that he broke one 
| of the. Arms of the Chair quite off. When 1 began to 
preach, he called on his Companions to pull me down 55 
hut they replied, 0 No, Sir, the Man ſays nothing but 
che Truth; Pray, Sir, hold Fun Vents, & and let us hear + 
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| what he has to ſay ?? He then came himſelf, took me 


by the Collar of my Shirt, and pulled me down; then 
he tore down my Coat Cuffs, and attempted to tear it 


* down the Back, then took me by the Collar, and ſhook. 


me. I ſaid, Sir, you and I muſt ſhortly appear at the 
Bar of God to give an Account of this Night's Work.” 
He replied, 6 What! muſt you and I appear befara 


Gop's Bar together?“ I ſaid, © As ſure as we look one 


another in the Face now.” He let go my Throat, took 
my Bible out of my Hand, and turning it over and over, 
ſaid, „ It is a right Bible; and if you preach by the Spi- 


rit of Gop, let me hear you .preach from this Text;; 
which was, Wiſdom. flrengtheneth, the Wiſe, more than ten 
maghty Men in the City : Then J got up and began to ſpeak, 


from his Text, and if any offered to make a Noiſe, the 
Grovers ſaid, „Hold your Peace, or we will make you, 


and let us hear what he will make of the Parſon's Text.” 
As I went on, the Parſon ſaid, That is right, that is 


true :” After a while he looked round and ſaw many in 


| Tears ; ; then he looked at me, and went away, leaving 


me to, finiſh my Diſcourſe in Peace. All the reſt of the 


Round, I had peaceable Meetings; and the Loxp kept 
ill adding to the Number of his Children, 


\_# 


: by 2 Return, 1 began to preach in the open Street 


at Brother Shent's Door in Leeds, and great Companies 
flocked. to hear me. The firſt Time I ſtood up in the 


Street, I was ſtruck on the Head with an Egg and two 5 


Potatoes, . but that neither hindered me from ſpeaking, 


nor them from. hearing. I heard that ſeveral ſerious 
People, as ſoon as I had done, went to an old Clergy- ; 


n toaſk his Advice about the e 1 had preadied, 
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and told him as much of the Sermon as they could: 
He ſaid, he hoped no one had diſturbed me for preach- 
ing that Doctrine; they told him ſome had thrown Pota- 
toes at me, and ſpoiled my Wig and Coat with a rotten 


Egg: He ſaid, he would rather looſe his Arm than throw 


at any Man for preaching ſuch Doctrine; for that was 
the Marrow of the Goſpel. Many loſt their Prejudice 
by his Word, and embraced the Truth with Joy; ſo that 
1 preached in the Street in Leeds every other Sunday 
in, with very little Diſturbance. 


Arrzn ſome Time I went into Lincolnſhire again; and 
the Congregations were fo large at Grimſby, that I was 
| obliged to ſtand upon a Table at Brother Blow's Back- | 
door for ſeveral Days together. As I was preaching, the 
Miniſter and three Men: came to play at Quoits, as near 
the People as they could get; but with all their playing 
and ſhouting, they could not draw any one from hearing. 
Sou Friends from Tetney and Cleathorps got me to go 
to a Shepherd's Houſe near the Sea-Coaſt. There was a 
large Company gathered together in that Deſert, and 1 
opened my Book on the 1ſt of Galatians and the gd Verſe, 
Grace be unto you, and Peace from GOD the Father, and from 
eur LORD FESUS CHRIST, who gave himſelf for our Sins, 
that he might deliver us from this preſent evil World, according to 
the Will of GOD and our Father. I felt much of the LoRDꝰ S 
Preſence, and the Power of Gop was ſo great among us, 
that the People fell down flat on their Faces, or kneel'd 
down on their Knees, ſo that there was not one left 
ſttanding, and their Cry was ſo great, that my Voice 
could not be heard; then I fell on my Knees, and called 
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I believe many will prays Gop for that Men to all 


the appointed Hour I went into the Street, and ſpoke to 


my Head, and the People crouded fo faſt into the Houſe 
| that I could ſcarce turn me; at laſt I got to fit upon a 


— 


. 


upon the Loxp to heal the Bones that were broken, and 


Eternity. 


gi 


IN my Return to Epworth, I was deſired to go by Hain- 


ton, and ſeveral from Grimſby went with me. When we 
got there, Wilkam Fenwick told me, there were a Company 
of Men at the Bowling-Green, who had made themſelves 


almoſt drunk on purpoſe to kill me: I told him, that 
Gov was my Defence, and I believed he would deliver 


me from them all, As ſoon as they heard I was come, 
they all left the Bowls, and came to William Fenwick's, 


many of them with Sticks about two Feet long and as | 
thick as a Man's Wriſt: Some of them began to ſing a : 


Pſalm, and others to curſe and ſwear ; but I reproved 
them, and they had no Power to meddle with me. At 


them in the Name of the LoxD; and Gop put a Bridle 


in the Jaws of the Wicked, ſo that they ſtood patiently | 


to hear, while I was reaſoning with them about the Ne- 


ceſlity of being made holy here, that we may not be 
damned eternally, A luſty red-faced Gentlewoman 
_ exclaimed aloud, © I am a Papiſt, and believe I ſhall be 


cleanſed in Purgatory. When I had done, I ſaid, “ I 


appeal to all your Conſciences, that I have not ſpoken 


my own Words, but the Words of the Lon.“ A Gen- 
tleman anſwered, we allow all you ſay is true; yet you 


deſerve to be det in the Stocks for eee it in the 


Street. 


As I went into the Houſe, one hit me with an Egg on 
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Dreſſer, and ſpoke 1 to them for an Hour, and Gov be. 
gan to work on feveral of them; but as ſoon as they be- 
gan to tremble and cry out, Loks fave or weperiſh,” 
others made all the Haſte they could to 0 out of the | 
Houſe. | 


Wuen I got to Ws I found the People much in , 
Earneſt at that Time, and my own Soul greatly, bleſſed 1 in 
ſpeaking t to them. 


Aran I had labonreck in Vorkftire a while longer, Mr. 
FolnWeſley ſent for me to London : But by this Time I had 
almoſt worn out my Cloaths, and did riot know where 
the next ſhould come from: My Wife faid I was not fit 


to go any where as I was; and J faid, «I have worn 


them out in the Lory's Work, and he will not let me 
want long. Two Days after, after a Tradeſman in our 
Pariſh, that did not belong to our Society came to my 
Houſe, and brought me a Piece of blue Cloth for a 
Coat, and a Piece of black Clottt for a Waiſtcoat and 


| Breeches; fo I ſee che Lonn is OE of them chat 


erg 


5 


1 : As-ſoon- as I well adds I ſet eben n on b 


| en of my Neighbours was going, and he took my 


Pace, . ae. let me ride ſome. Times. 1 , eee Note 


”, ſtaid a bw Days at Londen — Mr. Richards * I 


2 out for 1 We both een at Ga I ycombe 
as we Went. _ © 


* 


"Abi we came to Oxford, we met eds Young, Gen- 
flemen 1 in their Gowns in the Street, but Ithink I never 
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heard a Soldier or Sailor ſwear worſe than they did. 


Mr. Richards being firſt and a Collegian himſelf ſaid, 
« Gentlemen, I am aſhamed to hear you: It is. a ſad 
Thing, that you ſhould come here to learn to be. Guides 
- to others in the Way to Heaven, and continue to go in 
the Way to Deſtruction yourſelves !”” One of them ſaid, 
with a Curſe, © What are you a Preſbyterian ?*? When 
I ſpoke, another of them ſaid, © Theſe Chaps egg 
to > poor Weſley :** So they went away. = 


We ſpent a Sabbath at Oxford; and ſome of the Col- 


legians behaved very rudely as I was preaching in the 
Evening, but the Lox put his Hook in their Jaws, and 


kept them from doing any Harm to the n or hin- 


dering me in * Diſcour (6. 


Tun next Day we _ to Cirenceſter, _ Aaid two 


Nights there; and one of the Brethren went with. us to 


Briſtol, 5 „ ef ee 


AL this Journey, we had but one Horſe between 
Mr. Richards and me. 


Gnrkd I had ſtaid a few Dis at Brito, a had once 


preached at Bath, Mr. Weſley, Mr. Downs and I ſet out 
for Cornwall, Mr. Downs and I had but one Horſe, ſo 


we rode by Turns. Mr. Weſley preached at Taunton Croſs 
and Exeter Caſtle as We went. We generally ſet out he- 


fore Mr. N and Mr. Shepherd. 


- 


"Ds Day we had travelled near 20 Miles 3 had | 


not baited, when we came to a Village and enquired for 
an Inn; but the People told us there was none in the 
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Town, nor any on our Road within twelve Corniſh Miles: 


Then I ſaid, + Come, Brother Downs, we muſt live by 
Faith.” When we had ſtood a while, I ſaid, © Let us 
go to yonder Houſe, where che Stone Porch i is, and aſk 
for ſomething ;” ſo we did, and the Woman ſaid, © We 
have Bread, Butter, and Milk, and good Hay for your 
: Horſe.” When we had refreſhed ourſelves, I gave the 
Woman a Shilling; but ſhe ſaid ſhe did not defire any 
Thing ; : 1 ſaid, I inſiſt upon N. 


W Ws 1 to Bodmin that Night ; but it was late before 
Mr. Weſley and Mr. Shepherd arrived, having loft the Path 
in the Twelve-mile Common, and found the Way again 
by the Sound of the Bells. The next Day we got to 


Gwenap, and the Day after to St. Ives. The following 
Day I work'd at my own Buſineſs, and continued to 


| work for ſeveral 5 58 


Warn I had done my Job of Work, 1 went to St. 
Juſts, and preached at the Croſs to a large Company of 
well-behaved People; then I went to the Land's-End, 


and Preached the ſame Evening; the next Morning, 


which was Sunday, I came to Morva Church: After Ser- 
vice I preached * and in the Evening a at Zunnor. 


Wux I had been out a Week, 1 tte the 8 Toes, 
and found Brother Downs in a Fever, ſo that he was not 
able to preach at all. All that Time Mr. Weſley and I 
lay on the Floor; he had my great Coat for his Pillow, 


and I had Burkitt's Notes on the New Teſtament for my | 
er 20 | | 


2 


E 
Arrzx being here near three Weeks, one Morning 
about Three o' Clock, Mr. Weſley turned over, and find- 


ing me awake, clapp'd me on the Side, ſaying, * Brother. 


Nelſon, let us be of good Cheer; I have one whole Side 


yet, he the Skin 1s off but one Side.” 


a 


 Wz uſually preached on the Commons, going from 
one Common to another, 112 it was but ſeldom any one 


* * 


aſked us to eat or drink. . * 7107 fant -\ 


: Oxz Day we had been at St. Hillary-Downs, and Mr, 
Weſley had preached from Ezekiel's Viſion of dry Bones, 
and there was a Shaking among the People, as he preach- 


ed; and as we returned. Mr. Weſley ſtopped his Horſe to 
pick the Blackberries, ſaying, © Brother Nelſon, we ought 


to be thankful that there is Plenty cf Blackberries ; for 


this is the beſt Country that ever I ſaw for getting a Sto- 


mach, but the worſt that ever I ſaw for getting Fopd: 
Do the People think we can live by Preaching ?” 1 faid, 
661 know not what they may think; but one aſked me 


to cat ſomething as I came from St. Juſt, when I ate 


heartily of Barley Bread and Honey He ſaid, «Von 


was well off; I had a Thought of begging a Cruſt of | 


Bread of the Woman where I met the People at Moroa, 
"but forgot it till I had got ſome Diſtance from the Houſe,” 


ou W having bo at the Land's-End in the 


Morning, and at Morva at Noon, I came to Zunnor to 


-preach at Night, and got there before the Afternoon 


Service began. In the Sermon the Miniſter ſaid, „Here 


is a People that hold that damnable Pope Doctrine of 


* 


e 12 Faith ; therefore 1 | beg TO not to hear 
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them.” After the Service as over, I went about 200 


| Yards from the Church, and got upon a Rock of Stone, 


where I began to ſing a Hymn, and I believe the whole 
Congregation came to hear me: According to the Light 
I had, I ſhewed them what was the F aith of the. Goſpel, | 
and WE: the Faith of the Churck of Rome. 


a STAID a 8 he Mr. Weſley was as. gone, and 


I found my Soul much bleſſed among the People. 


Warn Mr. Weſley arrived at Briſtol, he wrote me a 


Letter, wherein he deſired me to call at three different 


Places to preach, in my Way to Briſtol. 


9 I left Capt. Hitchens's, 1 was benigtted on the 


Twelve- mile Common, and was wet to the Skin; but 


| by the Providence of Gov I came to the Houſe, where 
IT had called in going down. I knocked at the Door, 


and the Woman knew my Voice, and ſaid,” « The Loxp 
bleſs you, come in. As ſoon as I went into the Houſe, 
they pulled off my wet Cloaths and put me on'dry ones, 
and got me ſomething warm for Supper; they took-my 
wet Cloaths out of my Bags, which they rinſed, dried, 


and ironed : We ſang an Hymn, went to Prayer, and I 


| gave them an Exhortation that Night. The next Morn- 


Ing, the Man roſe up, and alarmed that and another 


Village, ſo that by Seven o'Clock I had about goo to 
Preach to, who all ſeemed to receive the Word with 
Joy. I heard ſoon afterwards, that the Man and his 
mo who received us, had enen the 1 RD that 


. next 4 Night 1 came to Sticklepath, ang preached 
to a large Cass in a F . As I was ha. 
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a Woman, who had been n up a Quaker, began 
to tremble, and in a little Time ſunk down upon the 
Graſs,” and laid till I had done; then they brought her 
to Mrs. Bidgood' s where I was, and I prayed with her; 


altho' moſt of the Company were Quakers, yet they de- 


ſired me to ſing and read ſeveral of our Hymns. 


Tu next Morning, before I began to preach, the 
Woman that fell down, with two more, came into the 


Room where I was, and ſhe faid, © I had no Reſt in 


the Night, the Anguiſh of my Soul was ſo great, and I 
deſire thee to pray with me:“ We went to Prayer, and 
when we roſe up, ſhe ſaid. O Es the —_ for 
ar th is the Day of ne with me.“ 


3 1 had done 3 an Exciſeman, who 


came from Crockern-wells, told me that it was given out for 


me to preach there at Ten o 'Clock that Forenoon, and 
he was to condutt me. So we ſet out directly, and I 
preached i in an Orchard, Among the reſt of the People 
was a Clergyman and his Wife. All behaved well. 


Nada as ſoon as 1 alighted at the m in Exe- 
ter, a Man came to conduct me to the Place where I was 
to preach : There was a Clergyman in the next Room? 


who ſoon came into the Room where I was, and aſked 
me how the two Mr. Weſleys did; and inſiſted upon my 


ſupping with him : I told him I muſt go to preach firſt; 
he ſaid he would go with me, and ſo he did. As I was 


preaching, the Clerk of a Pariſh fell down, and after 


him another Man and Woman; they did not cry out, 
but lay groaning for Mercy. After I had done, and the 
greater Part of the People were gone, 1 went to o Prayer 
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in others; I have been a Preacher for many Years, and 
I-cannot ſay that I have had any Fruit, that any one has 


been converted by my Preaching in all my Life.“ I re- 


plied, If you be not converted yourſelf, and ha ve not 
2 greater Commiſſion than Man can give you, you may 
preach all your Days, and never convert one Soul.“ 


Wnuxx we were at Supper, he aſked me how Mr. 
Weſley went on: And when he heard, how we lived, and 
how we were treated by wicked Men, he ſaid, If that 
be the Way to Heaven, I think I ſhall never get there; 
my Fleſh is not Braſs, nor my Bones Iron.” 1 replied, 
Jou do not know what you can bear, till you come 
to be tried.” He ſaid, © Well, I believe Mr. V is 


the greateſt Man in this Kingdom, but I think he uſes. 


too much Auſterity.“ 5 We talked till Ele ven o'Clock, 
then parted i in Love. I ſaw him no more, but have 
heard ſince that he receives Mr. Weſley to preach in his 


Church, and that Gop hath made him an Inſtrument of © 


converting Sinners. | | . 


Ir PREACHED the nent 8 and then ſet out for 
At, where I preached in the open Street at Three 
in the Afternoon, to a well- behaved People, tho' it was 


the ſecond Day of their air. 


4 next Day 1 went to © INT near Middltfey. 


That Night Gov bleſſed his Word to ſeveral, as appear- 


ed afterwards : One Gentlewoman was convinced that 


As we went back to the Inn, the Clergyman ſaid, „1 
dare not pray as you did To-night ; you prayed that Gov 
would give you ſome Fruit in that Place, as he had done 
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Night, who four Years after ſent my Wife four Guineas, 
which came in good Time, for ſhe had borrowed four 
Guineas of a Neighbour to buy a Cow, and the Time 
for me was come, and ſhe had not Mpoey to . . 
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3 Wurx I got to Briſtol, I found my Soul math Bleſſed 
among the People, and in thoſe ten Days there were ſe- 5 
veral that found the Logo. Ko 
In my Return 8 I preached at Stroud, and ſeveral 1 
other Places, in my Way to Medneſbury, whither I came, A 
not long after the People had been mobbed in ſuch a 7 
cruel Manner, I preached in an open Yard to very i 
large Congregations of People, ſeveral Times; ſome of fi 
FF the Mobbers came to hear me, but all behaved well; ſo f 
19 He, who ſtops the Raging of the Sea, can ene the Mad- f 
neſs of the People. | 5 
= 8 ſpending a few Days there, I ſet out for Not- 5 
| tinglam, and ſtaid there two Days: I preached at the N 
fs Malt-Croſs on the Sabbath, to a large Congregation, in Ol 
ö great Peace; but the Monday being a rejoicing Day, 1 
they had Bonfires in the Market-place, and ſome came * 
with Squibs to diſturb me as I was preaching. One of 9 
them threw a Squib on Fire cloſe to my H eels, but a * 
Woman kicked it away ; the Man caught it up again to 3 
1 throw at me, but it burſt in his Hand, and he went a- 1 
; Way ſhaking his Head. Another came on the low Side 5 
il \ of the Croſs, with a Deſign to throw one in my Face, 3 
but as he aimed it at mine, the Wind blew it back and 8 
[ it went off in his own. The third came on the Wind- 
; fide of me, with an Intent to throw one in my Face; 


but I did not turn my F ace that Way as ſoon as he ex- 


. 


1 


pefted, ſo that it burſt in his own Nana As ſoon as I 
had done, aà Serjeant of the Army came to me with Tears 
in his Eyes, and ſaid, „In the Preſence of Gop and all 5 
this People, I beg your Pardon; for I came on Purpoſe 1 
to mob you, but when J could get none to aſſiſt me, I 
ſtood to hear you, and am convinced of the deplorable 
State my Soul is in, and I believe you are a Servant of 
the living Gop ;” he then kiſſed me, and went away 
Nec : 5 | 


Wurx I got home, I found my Wife much . 
tho' never likely to recover her former Strength, owing 
to the Perſecution ſhe met with at Wakefield, when Mr. 

Laruood was mobbed there. After they had abuſed him, 
ſhe with ſome more Women ſet out for Birſtal, and a 
Mob followed them into the Fields; when they overtook 
them, ſhe turned about and ſ pake to them, upon which 

all the Men returned without touching them ; but the 
Women followed them till they came to a Gate, where 


5 they ſtopt them; they damned her, ſaying, « You are 


Nelſon's Wife, and here you ſhall die.” They ſaw ſhe 
was big with Child, yet beat her on the Body fo cruelly, 
that they killed the Child in ber Womb, and the went 
| home and miſcarried directly; this Treatment ſhe has 

Reaſon to remember to her Life's End; but Gov more 
than made it up to hen by ng her Heart rt with TREES | 
and Love. 7 


TRE had been ſome Diſturbance at Leeds, and 1 
was the firſt that ſtood up after at Brother Shent's Door- 
A Nümbei of Meri had proteſted to pull down the firſt 
Man that attempted to preach there ; but if the Fear of 
Gos could not reſtrain them, the Fear of the Magiſtrates 
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did, ſo that they did not meddle with me; only ſome 


Boys threw about a Peck of Turnips at me, but not one 


ot them hit me. That was a bleſſed Morning to many 


„ Two, that had been Enemies, were ſtruck to the 


Ground, and cried out for the Diſquietude of their Souls. | 


I preached often afterwards with little Diſturbance, and 
Believers were multiplied in Leeds, * 


Arrzx I had ſtaid a few Months in Yorkſhire, I went 
a third Time into Lincolnſhire. As I went through Es. 
worth, we had peaceable and bleſſed Meetings; but when 


I came to Grimſty, the Miniſter got a Man to beat the Town 


Drum through the Town, and went before the Drum, 
and gathered all the Rabble he could, giving them Li- 
quor to go with him, to fight for the Church. When 


they came to Br. Blow's Door, they ſet up three Hu: 


2as, and the Parſon cried out, Pull down the Houſe, 


pull down the Houſe !” but no Man offered to touch the 


Houſe till I had done Preaching and Praying: Then 
they broke the Windows, till they had not left one whole 
Square about the Houſe ; and as the People went out, 


they abuſed them, till ſome of the Mobbers began ta 


fight their Fellows for abuſing the Women, ſo that moſt 


of the People got away while they were fighting one with 
another, Not long after, the Miniſter. gathered them 

together again, and gave them more Drink ; then they 
same and broke the Stanchions of the Windows, and 


Pulled up the Paving in the Street, which they threw 


in at the Windows, and broke the Houſhold Goods 1 in 
Pieces, the Parſon crying out, © If they will not turn out 


the Villain, that we may put him 2 in the Beck Oy 
5 1 down ths TIER” Ct 
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WE they were 8 curſing and ſwearing, x 
fighting, and breaking the Goods, one of the Neighbours, 
that was not a Hearer, went to an Alderman, and ſaid, 
et Some Order muſt be taken with theſe Men, for if they 
| be ſuffered to go on as they do, they will ruin William 
Blow, and I fear they will kill ſome Body.“ But the 
good Alderman ſaid he would do nothing, but lend 
them his Maſh- Tub to pump the Preacher in. Then the 
; Mob fell out again one with another, and diſperſed, when 
they had laboured from Seven till almoſt Twelve at 
INE *ght. The Parſon Laid to the Drummer, “ I will re- 
ward you for your Pains, but be ſure to come at Five in 
the Morning, for the Villain will be preaching again 
then.” | So the Drummer did, and began to beat, juſt as 
I [ was going to give out the Hymn. When he had beat 
for near three Quarters of an Hour, and ſaw it did not "FF 
| diſturb us, he laid down his Drum, and ſtood. to hear 
for himſelf, and the Tears preſently ran down his Cheeks. 
When I had ended, he expreſſed. great Sorrow for what 
he had done to diſturb, us. As he and, ſome others went 
up.t the Town, the Parſon met them, and bade him be 
| fure | to come at 7, o'Clock. He ſaid, „No Sir; I will 
never beat the Drum to. diſturb yond People any more, 
| while Breath is in my Body.” So that we had great 
\, Peace in our ſhattered Houſe that end and Go 8 
W de amongſt us. 
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Taz next Day 1 I went to ants yy when 1 had 


done preaching, a grave elderly Gentleman came to me, 11 
and laid, 6 * Your Doing is nd, hut it would SE 


4 e You are right, you are right; 1 thank y you kindly, an 


FW] 
cauſe he was not 1 in the Dining-Rovm.”" : He replied, 


wiſh you well, and that much Good: may be done by you 


whereſoever you preach, for good. Food i is good, where. Y 
ever it is eaten.“ | | 


=» * 


Wunn I got to  Epiorth, 1 was 1 cad, the Clerk 1 was 
drunk, and had beer, ſwearing he would pull down the 


Preacher, and take him to ſuch an Alchouſe, where the 
Curate and ſome other Men were drinking. In the Even- 
ing, as I was preaching, he came ſtaggering, and raſhed' | 


in among the People, crying; „Stand out of my Way; - 


for I muſt have the Preacher : He muſt go before my 


fs, 


Maſter, that is, in ſuch an Alehouſe,” One aſked him 
where his Warrant was? he faid he had none, but his 


Maſter had ſent him, and he would make me go with 


him. The People bid him hold his Peace, or get about 


his Buſineſs: And when he began to be rude, one too 


him up in his Arms, and laid him down __ a bang 
hill, there left him. 5 


77 woot "be 


bo 0475 I got home, it was | much impreſſed upon m me, 
that ſome Trial was coming upon me; and ſeveral Times 
when I was preaching, I have faid, © There is A Cloud 


gathering, and it will burſt over 5 Head: 0 Pray for 


me. 


After this 1 aid ſome Time in Yorkſhire, and Sinners 
were daily turning from their evil Ways; ſo that ſeveral 
Alehouſe Keepers curſed me to my' Face, and told-me, 
I ought to be tranſported, for I preached ſo much Hell 


and Damnation, that I terrified the People ſo, that they 
durſt not drink Six-pence with a N eighbour, | 
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| Sour Time after, I met a Gentleman as I was riding 
to Leeds, who ſaid ſomething about the Weather. I 
ſaid, © The Loxd orders all Things well.“ He preſent- 
| ly ſaid, I know you; for I have heard you preach, 
but I do not like you: You lay a wrong Foundation for |. 
Salvation : Do you think that the Blood of another Man 
will fave me?” I ſaid, “St. Paul ſaith, other Foundation 
can no Man lay but Cunist Jzsvs ; but you ſay, that is a 
wrong Foundation: Upon what Terms do you expe to 
be ſaved?” He ſaid, © By good Works.” I replied, 
& You will be the firſt that ever got to Heaven that 
Way: But, ſuppoſe you could, What would you do 
when you come there?” He ſaid, © What do others do 
there ?” I anſwered, * They ſing AP to God that futteth 
on the Throne, and to the Lamb for ever, that was ſlain, and 
hath redeemed us by his Blood; but your Song will be, Glory 
be to myfelf ; for I have quickened my own Soul, and qualified my- 
 felf for Heaven. O Sir, what a ſcandalous Song will you 
bave to ſing? It will make Diſcord in Heaven.” He 
turned pale, and ſaid nothing for ſome Time. When 
we had rid a while, he ſaid, *All the Loxp requires of 
us is, To do Juſtice, and to love Mercy, and walk humbly with 
God.” I ſaid, © Do you expe to ſtand or fall by that 
. Scripture ?” He ſaid, © I do:“ Then I replied, © You 
are loſt for ever, if you are to go to Heaven for doing 
juſtly, loving Mercy, and walking humbly with Gop: 
I appeal to your Conſcience, if you have not come ſhort 
in every one of theſe Duties: Have you dealt with every 
Man, as you would have him do to you, in all Circum- 
ſtances ever ſince you knew Good-from Evil ?” Suppoſe 
vou had, have you dealt juſtly with Gop, and employ- 
4 ed ay Talent that he has committed to your Charge, 
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10 his Glory, both Time, Wiſdom, and Learning, your 


Houſe, your Land, Health, and lawful Trade? If you 


have uu d any one Talent, and not to the Glory of Gop, 


you have robbed him.“ Then 1 ſpoke of the other two. 


He faid, „There is Repentance : But I replied, © Not, 


for you ; for you are to be ſaved for doing juſtly, for 
loving Mercy, and walking humbly with God : If you 


come ſhort of theſe Duties, you muſt be damned.” He 


ſaid, © Loxp have Mercy on me! You are enough to 


make any Man deſpair.” ' * Yes, I ſaid, of ſaving him- 
ſelf, that he may come to Feſus Chrift, and be ſaved.” He 
N parted 


_ argued no more; but heard me PRIN 
friendly. 


Oxx Sunday J was at a Chapel, where the Mi- 
niſter laboured much to perſwade the People that 
there was no ſuch Thing as the Forgiveneſs of Sins in 
this World; when he had done, he ſent the Clerk to de- 


ſire me to call upon him, I did ſo, and he told me, he 


underſtood I was he that went about to delude the 


People, telling them they might know their Sins for- 


given in this World, and there is no ſuch Thing; he 
ſaid, he did not know his own Sins were forgiven, and 


he had talked with ſeveral learned Divines, and there 


was not one of them that did; and ſeveral believed they 


muſt never know it, till the Day of Judgment. I ſaid, 


8 Sir, What will become of their Souls till then ? will 
they lie in Heaven or Hell?” He ſaid it was an unfair 
Queſtion. I ſaid, “ Sir, If what you ſay be true, every 
Time we uſe the Church Prayers, we offer the Sacrifice 
of Fools, and mock God to his Face: For this Day you, 
and all the Congregation in my Preſence, prayed that 

Gop would forgive you all your Sins, Negligences, and 
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Ignorances: And you affirmed, in the Preſence of boy 


that he pardoneth and abſolveth all them that truly re- 
pent and unfeignedly believe the Goſpel; if he do not, 


you are a falfe Witneſs and a Deceiver of the People; 
yea, and a Condemner of the Word of God: For St. 
Peter faith, To Him give all the Prophets Witneſs, that who- 
fever | believeth in Him, fhould receive | Forgiveneſs of their 


Kin. And St. Paul ſaith, By Him. all that believe are 


Juſtiſed from all Things, He doth not ſay, they ſhall 
be juſtified at the Day of Judgment, but all that believe 
are juſtified. And St. John faith, I write unto you little 


Children: becauſe your Sins are forgiven for tus Name's 
Sate.“ And he aid, You take ſome Part of Scripture. 


E faid, . leave all the reſt to you to contradif me if 
you can. For this Day you have denied the Faith of 
the Church you call yourſelf' a Miniſter of; as ſhe 
faith, before the Grace of Cnkisr, and the Inſpiration 
of his holy Spirit, no good Work can be done. But you 


fay, there is no ſuch Thing as Inſpiration to be expected 
in this Age. And yet, you prayed that Gob would 


cteanſe the Thoughts of your Hearts by the Inſpiration” 
of his holy Spirit.“ Then he ſaid I had too good a Me- 


mory for him : k Landlady, bring us a Pint of Ale; ſo 1 left 


him. IIS,» e HV 


8 — — in our Tomn. "tha 3 run 3 Fu a 


on: but had turned from us, and was become a 


happy Sinner, now invited the Germans to preach at his 
Houſe. One of their chief Preachers came, and ſaid, 


(after preaching) they had been aſking their Saviour 
about preaching in Hirſtal; and the Lamb had made it 


Plain to them, the Time was come, that they ſhould have 
4 Charch in Birftal; which one came and told me, I faid, 


p . 
. : 
5 
E * 
— * 
S 
% 


3 bs 1 


_ 


* Gop hath ſhew'd me to the Contrary, and ven may go 


and tell the Preacher, that Lamb that told them fo is a 


Liar.“ They e ſeveral Weeks together; 3 but to 
no Purpoſe... Then the Preacher ſaid, It was not the 


Lamb's Will that they ſhould come any more. When 


they told me, I ſaid, „Their Lamb is much given to 


change: He hath not continued in one Ming for three | 
Months.” 4 | | „ 


Arte this I was going to Stent if to work at my 
Buſineſs, about Five in the Morning; and I met with a 
Diſſenting Miniſter; he ſtopped me, and ſaid, « Tohn, you 
often go this Way; I would have you come and ſpend an 
Hour with us, for I want to talk with you ;* I faid, 1 
have not ari Hour to ſpare, for I go to my Work at Five 
In the Morning, and work till Six at Night : Then L 
have always ſomewhere to go to preach; ſo that I have 
ſcarce Time to read a Chapter in the Bible, but at rg rey 
Dinner-Hour; and ſome Times I have to preach in that 


Hour.” He Faid, ©« What do you mean by Redemption ” 


Do you mean, that Curisr bath died for all?“ [ ſaid, &T 


do believe he did, or he cannot judge all: For Truth it- 


ſelf cannot condemn. any Man, becauſe he will not be. 


| lieve aLyec. What do you mean? he ſaid; ” I faid, «Every. 
Man is bound to believe that he, by Nature, is a Child 


of Wrath; and, by wilful Sin, an Heir of Hell; aud 
that, while he was in that loſt Condition, the Eternal 


Son of God, for his Sake, took upon him our Nature; 


and did i in that Nature fulkl all Righteouſneſs for him, : 


and at the laſt gave; his Soul ati Offering for his Sins: He 


muſt conſciouſly believe, that the Logy Jzsvs Cunisr 


loved him, and gave himſelf for kim, or he muſt be damn- 
ed OY” And if the Loxp did not ou himſelf for 
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! 
Him, he muſt be damned, becauſe he doth not believe 4 
Lye. But you know it is ſaid, he, by the Grace of Gop; | 
taſted Death for every Man: And he gave himſelf a Ran- 
ſom for all to be manifeſt in due Seaſon. And St. John 
ſaith, He is the Propitiation for our Sins; and not for 
ours only, but for the Sins of the, whole World. Sir, There 
are numberleſs Scriptures that ſay he did die for all; 
but ſhew me one that ſaith, he did not die for all.” He 
ſaid, © If he died for all, Why are not all ſaved ?” I ſaid, 
„Let the Lord anſwer for himſelf: He ſaith, Ye will not 
come unto me that ye may have Life.” So then he ſaid, © You 
ſay it is of him that willeth.“ I aid, “It is Cuzisr 
that faith, Ye will not come to me. Do not pretend to 
be wiſer than the Lok p that made you. You fay you 
| will have no Ifs: But I ſay, If you give the Promiſe 
without the Condition, Gop will take your Name out of 
the Book of Life. Sir, I hope you will weigh theſe 
Ihings; and 1 ſhall be glad to converſe with you ſome 
| other Opportunity, for my Time is now 3 ” 


Atnosr every Day boa would come to 7 with 
me as I was at my Work. And I ſaw every Day more 
clearly, that he that infiſts on Men being ſaved by CHRIST 
from their Sins, in this World, is like a ſpeckled Bird; 
for all Sects and Parties, that have not the Life of Currsr 
in chem, to mock at. ' | 


Ox Day, two Quakers fell! upon me : very wats and 
told me, I was carnal, or elſe I ſhould not make uſe of 


carnal Ordinances, nor ſeek the Living among the Dead. 
I told them, thoſe Ordinances they called carnal, - 
knew to be ſpiritual : For Gov had refreſhed my Soul in 
the Uſe of them by his Spirit : & You ſay I ſeek the Liv- 


EW 


ing among the Dead, but I do not: For I have found : 
| the Lon of Life in the great Congregation ; but if T ' 
would leave the Church, where muſt I go to find a People 
that are truly alive to God,” They told me if I was 
right I ſhould come to them; for they were the only 


People that had ſpiritual Worſhip amongſt them. And 


they talked much about George Fox and William Penn, and 
| ſaid, „ What think you of them?” I ſaid, “ I think 


well of them ; but their Graces will profit you nothing, 
except the ſame Change be wrought in your Hearts, as 


was in them: Neither do I ſee that you are God's Peo- 


ple any more, than thoſe that go to Church ; for the 
' Loxp hath ſet a Mark upon his Children, and it will 
reſt on them as long as the World endureth,” They 
faid, What is that Mark ?” I replied, © They 2 
of all Men that know not Gop: For they, that live after 


the Spirit, muſt be perſecuted by thoſe that live after : 


the Fleſh : I do not ſee that this is your Caſe, any more 
khan of them that go to Church: Your Fore-Fathers had 


that Spot of Gop's Children; but you have loſt it as 


much as the Church.” Then one of them turned pale, 


and ſaid, Do you believe that Gop hath no Pepple i in 


the Land but the Methodiſts p I replied, © I did not ſay 
fo.” He faid, « They are the only People that are per- 


r They then went away e much 
diſcontented. 


As rn ente thru gh Patt of Lanca FI I Ht the 


. Lon reviving his Work amongſt the People, After I 
had done preaching at one Place, a Man and his Wife 
came to me, both in Tears, and deſired me to pray with 


them, I did ſo, When IT. had done, I was exhorting them. - 
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to abſtain from all Evil, and to continue in Prayer, and 
told them, Gop would ſhew Mercy unto them, for the 
Obedience and Blood- Shedding of his dear Son. Pre- 
ſently a Diſſenter broke out, and ſaid, I was deceiving 
the People, and ſetting them to lean on a broken Reed, 
by telling them that another Man's Obedience and Blood 
would atone for their Sins. I aſked him, how he could 
ſtand before that Goo that i is of purer\Eyes than to be- 
hold Iniquity, if there was no Merit in the Blood of 
Cax1sT to atone for his Sins ?” He ſaid, . Man has 
ſuch noble Faculties, that if he improves them, he will 
| thereby qualify himſelf for Heaven ; but you degrade 
Man's Nature in your Preaching, and ſet him on a Level 
with the Brute Beaſts,” I ſaid, Did I ſo?” He repli- 
ed, «© Yes, you did; for I <a you myſelf.” I ſaid, 
Then, Sir, you heard me preach falſe Doctrine: For if 
I ſet a natural Man upon a Level with the Beaſts, I ſet 
him greatly out of his Plate ; I believe he is far worſe ; 
for he hath not only the Facultics of the Beaſt, which 
are Luft, and Earthly-mindedneſs, but the Nature of the 
Devil, Wrath, Pride, Malice, and Ambition, ſo that he is 
three Degrees worſe than a Beaſt, till he is created a new 
in CrnrsrT Jzsvs: So that, if I ranked him among the 
| Beaſts, I ſet him above his Place.” Then he burſt out in 
Anger: But I ſaid, « Sir, make Uſe of that noble Rea- 
ſon you ſpeak of, and let me ſee you ſave yourſelf from 
Anger.” At which he was ready to ſtrike me; and 
went away, leaving , he ſaid, in 1 ſtupid Condi- 
tion. 5 | | 


| Warn I had got 1 ten Miles Farther 3 in the 3 
: try, another Difſenter came into a Houſe, where. I, was af 
/ Prayer with a poor Man. When I had done Prayer, * 


j 


N 


[ 91 J 
endl him not to reſt, till he was ſure that the Lo RD 
Jesus had loved him, and waſhed him from his Sins in 


his own Blood : At which Words, the Difſenter ſpoke 


out, ſaying, «© I hate to hear People talk of being aſſured 


of any ſuch Thing, or of Perfection in this World.” I 


replied, © Is the Loxp of Life able. to do what he came 
from Heaven to do?” He ſaid, What is that?“ 1 


anſwered, © To deſtroy the Works of the Devil, to make 
an End of Sin, and to bring in everlaſting Righteouſ- 


neſs?” He ſaid, © Shall you make me believe, that any 


Man can live without committing Sin?“ I ſaid, © I can- 
not tell whether I can make you believe it or not; but 


this I can tell you, by the Authority of God's Word, 


that if you are not ſaved from your Sins here, you muſt ; 


be damned.” Well, he ſaid, I care not what you ſay; 
for no Man can live without committing Sin one Day.” 
I replied, © By your Talk, it is as neceſſary for a Man 


to commit Sin, as to eat; for you ſay he cannot live with- 


out it: Now doth it keep his Body or Soul alive? Or 
do you, Sir, believe, That all Mankind are to live in 
Sin, and die without perfecting Holineſs in the Fear of 
God, and ſo be damned without Hope or Help?” He 
aid, © No: Gop forbid.” Then, I ſaid, © You muſt 
believe there i is a Purgatory, to cleanſe the Soul in after 
Death: Sir, You and the Devil ſpeak one Language ; 


for he ſaid to our Mother Eve, Did God jay, In the Day 


that ye eat thereof ye hall die ? Ye ſhall not die. God faith, 
The Soul that finneth, it all die + But you, The Souls of all 


muſt continue in Sin, and yet they ſhall not die!” He 


faid, Vu ſhock me: If Things be as you ſay, What 
will become of the greateſt Part of Mankind?” I repli- 


ed, © ce Our Lonp 's Word i 18, What i 2 that to 7855 Haar. t 
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He ſaid, T cannot but ſay you have the Scrip- 
25 on your Side: But if you are right, we are ſadly 
wrong. I never did hear one of you in my Life: For our 
Miniſter hath warned us not to hear you; but I am de- 
termined to hear you this Night ;” ſo he did, and thank- 
ed me kindly when I had done. 


Ar my Return home, I was told, That they were go- 


ing to preſs Men for his Majeſty's Service ; and that ſe- 
veral of the Alehouſe- Keepers and Clergymen had agreed Z 
to preſs me for one: And I was adviſed not to preach 
for a Seaſon by ſeveral of my Neighbours ; but I told 
them, © I durſt not leave off preaching, for any Thing | 
that Man could do unto me.” They replied, ( You 
ſhould conſider that you have a Wife and Children, 
and your Wife is now big with Child; and if you be 
taken fram them, What can the poor Woman do, or how 
muſt ſhe provide for her Children?” I ſaid, © Let Gop 
look to that: If wicked Men be ſuffered to take. away 
my Life, for calling Sinners to the Blood of Jzsvs ; the 
Lozn, whoſe Servant I am, will be a Huſband to the 
Widow, and a Father to the Fatherleſs. And was I af- 
ſured, I ſhould be baniſhed or put to Death for preach- 
ing, and my Wife and Children beg their Bread bare- 
. foot, I dare not leave off : For the Words of our Lonp 
. purſue me, He that loveth Father or Mother, Wife, or Cluldren, 


er his own-Life, more than me, © not worthy of me ; and he that 


would ſave has Life, all lofe it; and he that would boſe his 
Lie for my Sake, ſhall fave it. Therefore pray for me, 
but do not tempt me to fin againſt my own Soul. T 


e FEW Days after I went to Putty ; but when I got 
there, the People of the Houſe durſt not let me preach : 
They told me the ea had Orders to preſs me, and 


JS 


£01 


Aefired me not to- light, but go back directly. 1 rode 
don to a Public-Houſe, where the Conſtable and ſome 
others were met together, and talked with them, when 

they told me that it was as the People had ſaid, he had 
| Orders to preſs me; but he ſaid, © I will not: For you 


do not appear to be a Vagrant, and my Warrant runs 
for none but Vagrants. Many of the People followed 


me into the Lane, and I fat on Horſeback exhorting 
them to keep cloſe to Gop by Prayer, and the Lozp 


would build the bas ao of Jeruſalem i in thoſe troubleſome 
Times. 


SOON alter, vent to preach at Lead. When 1 got 


there, I was told, that two Conſtables had Orders to 
preſs me, if I preached that Night. I ſaid, « If the People 


will venture to hear, I dare not but preach; and im- 


mediately I went to the Place, where was a large Con- 
| gregation gathered together, to whom I preached ;” and 
aà bleſſed Seaſon it was. The two Conſtables gave great 
Heed to what was ſpoken, and never offered to diſturb 
me, or any one of the PERLA but went away like award 


Men that feared Gov. 


T sT1LL kept e Stone in the Day-Time, ad 
preaching every Night. One Day as I was at Work, 


the ſame Diſſenting Miniſter, chat had ſtopped me one 
Morning, came to me, and began to aſk me many Quef- 
tions: He ſeemed offended with my Anſwers, and ſaid, 


He would have none of my Ifs nor Buts. I ſaid, © Sir, 


They are none of mine, they are the Words of the Loxy 
J=8v8; and who is he that dare put aſunder what the 
Lond hath joined together ?” Then he replied, © Do 
you think Gop would cut you off, if you were to com- 


mit as great a. Sin as ever you committed in all your 
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Life PI id, te I "believe I ſhould * cut my ſelf 
off from Gop; for the Prophet ſaith, Your Sins have ſepa- 
rated between you and your God: And Gop ſaith, My Peo- 
ple have committed two Evils ; for they have forſaken me the Foun- 
| tain of living Water, and have hewn out to themſelves Cifterns, 
broken Cifterns, that will hold no Water, Now, Sir, Gov 
would not have ſaid, They have forſaken me, if they had 

never been acquainted with him; and I believe, that 
one of their Ciſterns, which they hewed to themſelyes, 
was the Opinion you have in your Head, that Sin would 
not ſeparate the Soul from Gop.” He ſaid, Vou do 


not underſtand the Nature of Gop's Decree; for Go © 


doth not look upon Sin as Sin in the Elect: He did not 
behold Iniquity in Jacob, nor ſee Sin in 1jrael.” I ſaid, 
No, Sir, He did not; while Jacob was upright, and 
Gos was his Glory: At that Time, Gop rejoiced over 
him, to do him good, with his whole Heart, and his 


whole Soul; but when he committed Whoredom with 


the Daughters of Moab, and began to bow to their Idols, 
then Gov's Anger was kindled againſt 1frael, and cut off 
24,000 of them in his "Wrath, even the very People 
which Balaam had pronoun ced bleſſed. ” | 


144 
1 his Brother-ie-Law: who was by him, began 


to curſe and ſwear, and lifted up his Stick, ſaying, He 
| could find in his Heart to knock me down, and called 
me, Damned Dog ; and ſaid, ** Canſt thou have the Im- 
pudence to talk ſo to a Miniſter? Thou deſerveſt thy 
Brains beat out.” I ſaid, Sir, Here is an Evidence 
of what 1 ſaid, for you can be angry with me for preach- 
ing Righteouſneſs by Jxsus Cu nis r, but you do not re- 
Frove this Man for blaſpheming the holy Name of Gon.” 
Then 9 went 3 and el me to my Work.. 


Z 

A LITTLE after, as I was at Work, a Man came to 
me, and ſaid, He had called at a Publick-Houſe for a 
Pint of Ale, a little Way from Birſtal, and he heard the 
_ Landlord offer to lay down Five Pouuds, with ſome that 
were drinking, that John Neon would be ſent for a Sol- 
dier, before ten Days were paſt, I ſaid, The Will of 
the Logp be done; if Gop permit it to be ſo, this alſo 
ſhall turn to the F urtherance of the Goſpel.” He ſaid, 
« I would have you take Care, for Evil i is determined 
againſt you.“ I replied, ] am not my own, but the 


Loxp's: He that lays Hands on me, will burn his own * 


Fingers, and Gop will deliver me after he hath tried 
me,” | | | : : 


soon after, as I was at Work at another Place, three 
Gentlemen came to me; and one of them began to ſpeak * 
ſtrongly againſt Perfection: I gave him no Anſwer. 
Then another began to talk about Building ; and faid, 
9 Hewing of Stone is a fine Art,” I replied, wa Sir, It 
was a fine Art once, when there were 80,000 together, 
ſo ſkill'd in the Art, that every Man's Stones were per- 


feQly fitted for the Places they were to have in the Tem- 
ple, before they were brought off the Mountain; ſo that 


when they came to Jeruſalem, there was not one Stroke 


to ſtrike at them, nor the Sound of a Tool heard in the 
Building: : Sir, You will allow thoſe M en to be Work- 
men that needed not to be aſhamed ; for their Work 
was perfect before it came to Feruſalem.” The Gentle- 
man ſaid, You are right, you are right; I will never 
| ſpeak againſt Holineſs being pe ed in this World 
again; for certainly that Houſe of Gov, at Jeruſalem, 


5 Was a Type of the Houſe eternal in the Heavens; and 
every Stone of chat maſt. be fitted perfeftly fo its Place 
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In this World, or it muſt not be admitted! into that New | 
Feruſalem. He added, I thank you; and wiſh that all 
our Preachers may fo ſquare theit Work, after the Rule 
of God's Word, that they may not be aſhamed when 


they come to give up their Accounts to Him we? is 
Lokd of the Work. 1275 6 


1 I went to 8 er ten Days ngethier; | 

| pi was told, That the Conſtables had Orders to preſs 
My Anſwer was, The Will of the Lon be 

* the Fierceneſs of Man ſhall turn to his 


Ox Friday, as I was hewing Stone, it was in my Mind, - 
that Trouble was near at Hand; but the Words of 
Tjaiah were a Stay to me; I even I am he that comforteth you: 
fl lo art thou that thou ſhouldſt be afraid of Man that fhall die, 
or of the Son of Man, which ſhall be made as Graſs ; And 
again it came to me, Fear thou not, For I am with thee ; be 
not difmayed, for 1 amthy COD - I will firengthen thee, yea. I 
will help thee; I will, uphold thee with the Right Hand of my 
Righteoufneſs : Behold, all they that were incenſed againſt thee, 
fl te ofncd and onfeendel thy fall a thn; nd 
they that firive with ther ſhall periſh. | 


As Night I Was met, as I was lag 6 n by 
one that told me, that the Parſon and Alchouſe-Keepers had 
agreed to preſs me that Night, and to ſend me away the 
next Morning; for the Commiſſioners were to fit at 
. Halifax, and they would diſpatch me before I could get 
any one to appear in my Behalf, And ſhe ſaid, 41 
would have you turn back; for there is one Alehouſe- 
| Keeper, pat ſwears he will preſs you, if his Arm rot 

1 rom his Shoulder,” I ſaid, © I cannot fear ; 1 for 


L 97 7 1 
Tom 3 is on my Side, and his Word hath added — 
to my Soul this Day: And if I fall into the Hands of 
wicked Men, Cop ſhall be glorified thereby ; and when 


he hath proved me in the F r he * e me 5 
forth as Gold. 5 


ad cad I went to Aba Fey acti 
at John Booth's to a well. behaved Congregation. When 
I had done, Fofeph Gibſon, the Conſtable's Deputy (an 


Alehouſe-Keeper, who found his Craft was in Danger) 
preſſed me for a Soldier. I aſked him by whoſe Order ? 


He ſaid, Several of the Inhabitants of the Town, who 
did not like ſo much Preaching 3” And by his'own Talk 


it appear d, they were thoſe of his own e and the 5 


Clergyman, who had agreed together. 3 


, * 


| H cauſed me to go to the White-Hart, whither Mr. 
Charlefworth, and Mr. Holmes of Sikehouſe, and ſeveral more, 


went with us; and Mr. Charl:ſworth offe red * 4 Bail 


for me till the next Day; but no Bail was to be taken 


for a Methodiſt (ſo called.) He proteſted I ſhould go to 

his Houſe, | I mide no Reſiſtance, but went; and ſeve-_ 
ral of our People with us; and we ſang an ter. and. . 

Ts gas negate; and ſoparted. _ ; PT 


Na XT Morning 8 people c came to "ut me 15 


we went from Adwalton. Here I was kept ten Hours be- 


fore the Warrant came into his Houſe ; ; and when e 
Conſtable came, he ſaid, If he had been there, he would 5 


bave prevented What Gibſon had done. TE | 1 0 1 * ny 


| -Bavwnnn Eight and Nine — to 22 tor! nf N 
Houſe ; and after 1 had changed my Oloaths, ve f et 


r erer brought befote he C 
N i 


8 * 22 
n 2 47 


©, RY 
AY 
- Sn 
17 9 
$1 
By 4 
1 2 
7 l 
Jo. 
£3 
WW 
H 
: 1 
4 4 
7 
1 2 4 
i 
» Mi 
T4 
1 
5 2 : 
e 
+ 
5 8 
9 2 * 
- 
F i "Tat k 
'3 © 
"3 
i SH 
- 1 RA 
$2 
; 
1 
| 
; * 


be * rn 
5 8 . 
ES TS 1 = 4% 2 F 
ae tags le 4 


Ro EL. 
- 


— +6 2 Pp E 2 ; * 
8 8 — E * . 
3 (5 > © EY. i 4 2 
2 = > — 


1 
R = * VO (EA =» B43 Oe = 
3 


2" 
LETS, 
E 


r 


2222 ICI EET 


4 & 1 y Y A SOROS: &-* + F * 8 5 _ 
. ⁵ . ⁵˙ OOE ET WIS 22 r dee 


1 2 - 2 8 
0 CT. es I $7 hy > : A 2; 
Sn & Se 


FIT 


r 


Fwy; 


8 = Ws 7 - i nee] 
© * * ny . 
„ COLI ARS OO 


Ws. $I 
n 


— 
pr ne cy 


— 


n 7 STEN> « 5 

2 2 _ £2: A ” 3 = 4 . 

r EY 
Ver — hens * Far! ie oheo- a 1 
n 


9 Rn 
2— 2 
1 


27" 
SECS 


SETS IC. 


r 
net dens Yn. > 


3 


p K; 2 
9 


— . » 
P: 


M3; 
0 s 
_—_— P 0 
oY r 


kh 3 Do * 


"WF" 
ew wo 


P . a5 — 
— e 1 ,. N CY N 
z 3 —_— 5 ROBES 4 21 N. 


D Tx : K 

? . —— 
n 
r — 


— 


— A» 


| | ON: W 4 hs 1 
|| who, ſmiled.) one,:at, angiher- as. ſoon as he or mes 


8 ge tho Ser 99k. let. ANY 3 in; 


nr 


8 N ?” He aid, Goin. Well, and what Rave you 
againſt him Why, Gentlemen, ſaid he, I have no- 
thing to ſay: agaimſt: him, but he ptenches to the People ; 

and) ſom of our Fewnſinen don't like ſo much Preach- 
ing They broke: out in Laughter; and one of them 
Wonen h was: fit to 90, fox a, Soldier, for there I might 
have reaching enough. I ſaid; to him, „ Sir, Lou 
| ought not ta ſwear! Well, ſand! they to me, Vou 
5 have noLitence topreach, and: you ſhalb go for a Sol- 
Bl! | 3 dier;” Then, I ſaid, 4 Sir, I have: ſurely. as much Right 
li 1 55 "Sia N have to ſwear.“ He ſaid to the Captain, 


. -aptaiti, he fit for 1 '& Ves, he anſwered; & „Then 
E ki i 3 5 41 ? ; . ; 


* Bos, -F iy! 86 Dy: e any vonelk | Neigh- 
bourg;! you ought to give mel the Liberty of another 
Manz and hear what they ſay of me, whether I am ſuch 
alrangattHe Warrant mentions, or no.“ They anſwered, 
Here is your Miniſter, one of the Commiſſioners] and 
he has, told us of your Character, and we, will hear no 
moese.“ So 1 found 1 was N before the Com- 
miſſio ners law, me. 8 


% 
_ 1 1 FT. - : ; . 1 


+ NS 5 VV 


- 


VE 2 x Mr. Waltz laid the Petitions befois them, 5. 
me by neighbouring Gentlemen, which teſtified 1 had 
doge Ex i but ae ell in my Neigh- 

bende g „maintained my Family very: | 


well: and,. they 2 Anck 
Mr. Brooks ſaid, Gentlemen, you ſee he is not ſuch a 


* 


1 


— # 


[ 99 1 9 5 
| ah ab w Meiliorwel in He Wurralte”” Bit: they: Bit 


him hold his Peace, and ſaid, „Mou are one of his Pu- . 


pils, amd ought to go with him.“ He anſwered, „ Why 


do you not ſend me then; for Een Have wy ch OO 
to ſend me as him.“ 


Turk ar Miniſter wpöhe #id Hid, ac Yoday OY 


lives with a Woman of the worſt Character in Bur 
Town.“ When 1 heard him ſpeak aàgainſt Kis NEigh- 


bours ſuch notorious Falſhoods as theſe, I "thought it 
would be to no Purpoſe. for Mr. Brooks to ſay any more; 


0 1 deſired him to be ſilent. Then they read the Papers 
ſent on my Behalf; and one of the Company aſked if he 


muſt put them on the File ? But the Anwer to him by 
ſeveral was, No 3 for if _ be N _w_ OY will 
make againſt us.“ N {65 


4 So, ſaid 1, Gentlemen, I ky there i is neither Low or 
Juſtice for a Man that is oe a Methodiſt; but all is law- 
ful that is done againſt, me. ö 1 Gop forgive you, 
for you know not what you do.” | They anſwered, 
“ Surely your Miniſter muſt be a better. Judge of you 
than any other Man; and he has told us enough of you, 


and your Preaching.“ Well, faid I, Mr. Cani—, 
What do you know of me that is Evil? Whom have-I 


defrauded ? Or where have I contracted a Debt that I 
- cannot pay?” He ſaid, You have no viſible Way of 


55 getting your Living.“ I anſwered; 4. am as able to get 


my Erving with my Hands, as any Man of my Trade in 


England is, and you knew it: Arif had 1 not bebn at 
Work Yeſterday, and all the Wetk before?” But they 
bid the Captain take me away FIBRE and faid, 
266; bravia: take you off 8 ſoon. Tanſwefel, 
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«You muſt firſt aſk my Maſter's Leave.” But, he ſaid, 
* We will make you give over.” I replied, © It is out 
of your Power.” Then he thruſt me into a Corner of the 
Room, and ſaid, I ſhould have d Preſentiy. 


Afterwards ſeveral were beoaght to the Commiſſioners, 


and three condemned to go with me, and four or five 
acquitted But all had their Neighbours to ſpeak for 
them, except me; for what Need was there of any 
other Witneſs ?_ | 


_ Grony be to Gov on high! He Lebt my Soul all 


this Time in perfect Peace; and J could 2 7 to him, om 


my Heart, 


** 3 Thou, O bows art ne 
My Soul diſdains to fear; 
Sin and Satan I defy, 
Still impotently near: 
| Earth and Hell their Wars may wage, „ 
Calm mark their vain Deſign, „ 
1 to ſee them idly rage, 855 
- Againſt a Child of thine. 85 


. the Captain read the 8 of War to us. iht 
were condemned, and ſaid, “ Vou hear your Doom is 


Death if you diſobey us. I anſwered, © I do not fear 
the Man that can kill me, any more than I do him that 
can cut down a Dogſtander. For 1 know my Life is hid 


with Cux1sT in Gop; and he will judge between you 
and me one Day; But I beſeech him not to lay this Sin 
10 your Charge.” And to Mr. 0, I faid, Sir, 
I pray Gov forgive you; for you have given me ſuch a 


Character, as not * _ Up IDS IgG . 


* 


= 


L 1 
I Was greatly ſarpriſed to ſee Men ſit on the Judgment 
Seat, and drink and ſwear as they did; and a Man that 
had a Commiſhon from Gov to reprove all that do ſuch 
Things, could hear and ſee, and yet never ſpeak in 
Gop's Cauſe. It made me cry out to the Lox p, Take 
the Matter into thy Hand, O Gov, for Righteouſneſs is 


fallen in the Streets, and Iniquity bears Rule.“ But 


I could not hear them ſwear, but muſt ſpeak to them, 
ee they 1 mocked at my 1 


Tun we were tad to Halifax ; (bu the Keejier 
| would not let us come into his Goal) then to the Offi- 
cer's Quarters, and kept till Six at Night; where John 


Rhodes, and Thomas Charleſworth of Little Gummerſel, came 


\ to ſee me, and cared for my Soul, as if they had been 


my Mother's Sons. O, my Gov, remember them for 


Good, and give them and their Houſes, and all that 


wiſh well to our Sion, to _— in the ANN of thy | 


People! ts e | , 


Ar Six we ſet out for Bradford, 5 many of the 8 


bitants of Halifax prayed for me, and wept to ſee me in 
the Hands of unrighteous and cruel Men. But 1 ſaid, 
<& Fear not, Gov hath his Way in the Whirtwind ; and 


he will plead my Cauſe ; OP pray for me, that my 


Faith fail not.“ 


Wurn we were about Half-way between Halifax and 


5 2 one of the Soldiers ſaid to me, Sir, I am ſor- 
Ty for you; for the Captain is ordered, by the Commiſ- 


ſioners, to put you in the Dungeon: But I will ſpeak to 
him, and if he will let me have the Care of you, you 
hall lie with me; for the Dungeon is a loathſome Place 
as ever] fave,” I thanked him for his Offer; but when 
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e , we were drawn up in the Street 
where * ” Croke dd ſtand; and the Captain ſent and 
fetched the Keeper of the Dungeon, and ſaid, Take 
this Man and put him into the Dungeon; and take this 
other along with you,” —— (a poor harmleſs Man, all - 
the Cloaths upon whoſe Bark were not worth One Shil- 
ing; neither did they lay any Thing to his , 
| — he was A for a A) 


Bor en we came to . Sw Door, * Sol- 
dier, Who ſpoke to me by the Way, went to the Cap- 
-tain, and ſaid, Sir, If you will give me Charge over 
Mr. Neben, my Life for his, he ſhall be forth- coming in 
the Morning; but the Captain threatened to an His 
| Head if he _ nne eg en b 


H « tn to abit I went ras, and Lakes Rim, 
4 Sir, what have I done, that 1 muſt go to the Dungeon? 
If yon are afraid of me, that I ſhould run away, ſet a 

Guard over me in a Room, and I will pay them.“ He 
8 anſwered, My Order i is to put you in the Dungeon. So 
1 ſee my Lok p's Word is fulfilled, The Servant is not above 
lu Maſer. For thole; who were accuſed of Thieving, 
— great Evils which they at done i in the Neighbour- 

ood, muſt eat and drink, and lie on Feather Beds.; 3 but 
g only deſired a little Water, and it was refuſed me by the 
Captain, although I had nothing all Day, except a little 
Tea in the Morning. But my Maſter never ſends his 
Servants a Wire at their own Charge. He gives | 
Strength, according to our Day. For, when I came into 
the Dungeon, that ſtunk worfe than an Hog gſtye, or Lit- 
. ile-houfe, by Reaſon of the Blood and Filth which fink 
from the Butchers who kill over it. My Soul Was s ſo fil 


% + x5 4 
* * * 


L 10g 1 
led with the Love of Some mat it was as a Paradiſo 


to me. 

7 HEN could I cry out, 0 the e glariqus Liberty of t the 
Sons of Gov! And I fell down on my Knees, and gave. 
Go thanks that he counted me worthy to be put in a 
Dungeon for the Truth's Sake; and prayed, chat my 
Enemies might be ſaved from the Wrath to come, 1 
think, with as much Deſire as I could feel for my own 


Mother's Children I wiſhed they were. ernie * | 
_ Houſes as I was in the Dungeon. 


_ Azour Ten, ſeveral of the People came to the 12 


on Door, and brought me ſome Candles, and put me _ 
ſone Meat and. Water in through the Hole of the Door. 


When I had eat and drank, I gave Gop Thanks: And 


we ſang Hymns almoſt all Night, they vithoup and 1 
within. e 


Tur ſame Night, a Man that lives * Wo 222 to 
the Dungeon ; and though he was an Enemy to the Me- 


thodiſts, ſo called, when he ſmelt the ill Savour of the 


Place, he ſaid, . Humanity moves me; and went away 
directly; and ahout Eleven came again, and ſaid, 1 
will aſſure you I am not in your Way of Thinking, but, 


for all that, I have been with your Captain, and offered. 


107. Bail for you, and myſelf as a Priſoner, if he would. 
let you lie in a Bed, but all in vain, for I can get no- 


thing of him but bad Words. If the Juſtice was in 
Town, I would have gone to him, and would foon have 


fetehed you out: But ſince it is as it is, I pray Goo 
plead your Cauſe.” O my Gon, let not him that would 
give a. Cup of Cold Water to thy. Servants loſe his Ro- 
ward: But do thou bleſs him, and bleſs thy People; I 
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FR 2, 
thy heavy Judgments fall upon them; but be chou 
glorified 1 in their e not in their Deſtruction. 


Tu poor Man that was with me, might have . 
if my Friends had not brought him Meat: For when 
they had locked us up, they went to their Lodgings, and 
took no more Thought of us that Night. Here we e had 
not fo much as a Stone to fit on. . | 


* F & % * 


| Warns ch and l as laid down upon a little 


ſtinking Straw, „Pray you, Sir, (faid he) are all theſe 


your Kinsfolk, that they love you fo well? I think they 
are the lovingeſt People that ever I ſaw in my Life.” 5 + 
anſwered, « By this you may know that they a are Jesvs 
CnrisrT's Diſciples ; ; for this is the Mark he himſelf has 


given, Whereby all Men e know his Diſciples 1 from 


the unbelieving World. 95 


* 


Ar Four in the Morning, my Wife and fever more 


came to the Dungeon, and ſpoke to me through the Hole 


of the Door; and I ſaid, . Zeremiah's Lot is fallen upon 
me. Then it came to my Remembrance, that when [ 


was about thirteen or fourteen Years old, I often thought 


if Gop would make me like Jeremiah, to ſtand, and 


| ſpeak his Words 1 to the People 1 in the Streets, as he did, 
1 ſhould not mind who caſt Dirt at me. And now I am, 
in ſome Meaſure, treated as he was, for perſuading Men 


to flee from the Wrath to come. 
Mr Wife ſaid, © Fear not: the Cauſe is Gov' s, for 


_ which you are here, and he will plead it himſelf, There- 


fore be not concerned about me and the Children; for he 


that feeds the young Ravens will be mindful of us. He 
will give you Strength for your Day; and after we have 


ſuffered awhile, he will perfect that which is lacking in 


1 J 


our Souls, and then bring us where the' wicked ceaſe. 
from e e and where the Weary are at No 4 


80 faid ah all that' war with her at ths Deed I 


was greatly refreſhed by finding my Wife ſo ſtrong in 
Faith, when ſhe was like to be left with two Children; 


and big with Child at the ſame Time; and ſaid, I 


cannot fear either Man or Devil, ſo long as I find the 
Love of Gop as I do now: For he has cheered my Heart 


as with ſweet Wine, ever ſince he ſuffered me to be caſt 


into-Priſon. O that I may be faithful unto Death, and I 
ſhall receive the Crown of Life ! For not one Word of 


Jz8vs ſhall fall to the Ground 'till all be accompliſh- 
ed, 25 


Fg 


Azour Five in the Morning they took me out, and 


we were guarded to Leeds, and ſtood in the Street till 


Ten. Hundreds flocked to ſee me. Some faid, ce It is 
a Shame to ſend a Man for a Soldier for ſpeaking the 
Truth ; for many of our Neighbours that follow the Me- 
thodifts, and were as wicked before as any People in the 
Town, are now like new Creatures; for we don't hear 
an ill Word come out of their Mouths.” Others cried, 

« I wiſh they were all hanged out of the Way, for they 


make People go mad : And one cannot get drunk or 


ſwear, but every Fool muſt correct us, as if we were to be 
taught by them. But I hope they will now be brought to 
Naught, for that is one of the worſt of them“ 


As I was landing, a jolly well- dreſſed Woman came 


up to me, and put her Face almoſt to mine, and faid; 


& Now, Nelſon, where is thy Gop: Thou ſaidſt at Shent's 
Door, as thou waſt preaching, thou waſt no more afraid 
« | 2 > | | 0 | 2 
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[ 106 1 
of his Promiſe failing, than thou waſt of dropping thro? 
the Heart of the Earth!“ | replied, „ Look in the 7th 
1 8 Hoa of Micaf, and the sch and roth Verſes.“ 


1 as the Church began, 1 was guarded to the Goal, 
c lad the others ordered to the Alehouſe. The Goal- 
| Keeper here was very civil; for he let my Friends come 
in ſeyeral Times to ſee me. I thought of the Pilgrim's 
Progreso: for Hundreds of People in the Streets ſtood 
and looked at me thro' the Iron Grate, and were ready 
to fight about me. Several would have given Bail for 
me; if they would let me out; but I was told that an 
Hundred Pounds was refuſed, which was offered by a 
Stranger for me. I am too notorious a Criminal to be 
allowed ſuch Favours; for Chriſtianity 1s a n | 
which the World can never forgive. | 


Az Night, I believe, an nde of our Friends were 
with me in the Goal together. We fang an Hymn, and 
prayed, I gave an Exhortation, and fo parted. But Mr. 
H. was not willing I ſhould lie on ſtinking Straw, and 
ſent me a Bed to he on. I find the Time is not yet come 
for me to be hated of all Men for Cazsr's Sake. 1 pray 
Gov to give me Strength for that Day Glory be to his 
holy Name; hitherto his Grace is ſufficient for me, and 
I hang upon his Frome for ae in my next Fl | 


"hr Five, on 1 8 I was let out of Goal, 


and we marched off for York directly; many of our 
Friends went with us out of the Town near three Miles; 
but when T came to take my Leave, they mourned as 
one that had loft his Firſt-born. I ſpake comfortable 
Words to them, and bid them, Stand faſt, in nothing 


terrified by your Adverſaries; which is to them an evi- 


z — 


31 


: „ 
dent Token of Perdition, but to you of Salvation, and 
that of Lor. So the Peace of Gop be with you all.” 


We came to York by Three, and were brought belolt 
ſeveral of the Officers, at the Black-Swan, in Coney-Street, 


who ſecmed to rejoice as Men that had taken great Spoil, 


and faluted me with many a grievous Oath. It brought 


ſomething to my Mind, which I had fpoken in the 
Fields to the Lox D, when he had broke a great Cloud, 
that was on my Soul, through my refuſing to preach 
when many defired me, and I had Time, but conſulted 


with Fleſh and Blood. And Jonah like I fled from the 
Prefence of the Lok p, down into a Valley near the Side 


of a Wood, when Gos laid his Hand on me, and bro't t 
my Soul into great Diſtreſs, ſo that 1 threw myſelf on 
the Ground, and requeſte] for Death ; ſeeing it more 
agreeable to Fleſh and Blood, to be a Shepherd's. Dog 
than a Preacher of the Goſpel : For his Hand is againſt 
every Man, and every Man's Hand is againſt him. But, 
at the Remembrance of the Prophets and Apoſtles, and 
Cuxrsr himſelf, what Contradittions, and Tribulation, 
they all met with, the Cloud broke, and my Soul was ſo 
refreſhed with the Love of Gop, that I cried out, My 
Lox and my Gop! Now thou haſt given me Strength, 
forſake me not; and if thou ſend me to Hel, to > Preach | 
to Devils, Iam ready to go.” 


 Wuzgn I was before theſe Officers, and heard ſuch 
horrid Language, I thought Hell could not be much 
vorſe than the Company I was in. I aſked them, Do 
you believe there is one Gov, and that he is a God of 


Truth? They ſaid, We do. I anſwered, *I cannot ; 
believe vou, -I tell you plainly.” Why ſo? I replied, 
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& I cannot think that any Man of common Underſtand. 
ing, who believes that Gop is true, . dares take his Name 
in vain; much leſs do you believe Gon can hear you, 
when you pray him to damn your Souls. Now, ſuppoſe 
 Gop ſhould grant you. the Damnation you pray for, 
What miſerable Wretches would you be? Do you 
know, that you muſt one Day appear before that Gov, 
who will not hold hum guiltl:js that t aketh his Name in Vain ? 


As I reaſoned with them about a future State, they 
ſeemed to ſhrink, as if I had thrown Fire at them ; but 
they ſoon put away the Conviction, and faid, © You 
+ muſt not preach here, for you are delivered to us for a 
Sold ier; and muſt not talk ſo to us that are Officers. I 
anſwered, There is but one Way for you to prevent 
me,” They ſaid, What is that? I replied, « It is to 


ſwear no more in my Hearing.” 


Tux x we were guarded thro' the City; but it was as if 
Hell was moved from beneath to meet me at my Com- 
ing. The Streets and Windows were filled with People, 
who ſhouted and huzza'd as if I had been one that had 
laid waſte the Nation. But the Loxpd made my Brow 
like Braſs, ſo that I could look on them as Graſshoppers, 
and paſs through the City, as if there had been none in 
it, but Cop and me—O that I may never offend my 
gracious Gop, or provoke him to take his Loving-Kind- 
neſs from me !—Then, though I go through the Valley of 
the Shadow of Death, I will fear no Evil. Even now 

I find his Word fulfilled, where he ſaith, I will deliver 
lee from udden Fear, and from Terror; for it all not 
come near thee, Verily thou art a God of Truth ! O be 
merciful to this great City, whoſe Streets ring with Cur- 
ſes; and turn upon them a pure Language, that' ei? 


0 


% 


L 0 


Souls may be ſaved, and the mo diſappointed of roo 
Hope! 


6 1 was brought to the Guard-Houſe, and the Officers 
caſt Lots for me, and it was Captain 8 's Lot to 


have me. Then they offered me Money, but I refuſed 


to take it; and they bid the Serjeant Hand-cuff me, and 
ſend me to Priſon. I was guarded thither by a File of 
Muſqueteers, but not Hand-cuffed, and kept two Nights 


and Part of three Days; during which Time I was beſet: 


with ſuch Curſers and Swearers, as could hardly be 
matched out of Hell. So I had Work enough, both Day 
and Night, to reprove them. I found they could not 
ſtand my Words, but the moſt hardened among them 
ſhrunk, and wiſhed they could leave it off, and never 
ſwear more. : 


| Severar of the Town's People came and aſked me of 
the Doctrine that the Methodiſts preached ; which make 
their Names, ſaid they, to be loathed by all Sects and 
Parties in the Nation, My Anſwer was, * That ſame 


Doctrine it is, which made Jews and Gentiles conſpire © 
againft Jesvs CHRIST, who firſt preached it ; and who- 


ever he be that bears the ſame Teſtimony, he muſt meet 


with the ſame Treatment. Our Loxd hath ſaid, Ye fal! 


be hated of all Men for my Sale. And again, If they have 
perſecuted me, they will alſo per ſecute you. What! Do you 
think CHRIST would be found a Liar, and all his Apoſ- 
tles, who told us of the Things that are done in this our 
Day? Nay, verily, Heaven and Earth ſhall paſs away, 


but not one Word of Cxrisr's ſhall fall to the Ground. 


Wren I had opened the Scriptures, and told them 


the fundamental Points of our Doctrine, they ſaid one 
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10 another, This People is not what the World repre- 
ſents them; for if this is their Doctrine, there is not a 


Man in England can contradict them.” They offered me 
ſtrong Drink, (but I told them I did not chuſe it) wiſhed 


me out of my Enemies Hands, and left me | to my Com- 
pany of Drunkards and Swearers. 


I may "TEE" fay, I have fought with Beaſts at York, 


for fo theſe Men live; ; yet my Speaking to them was not 


in vain ; for they did bridle their Tongues in my Pre- 
fence, after the firſt 24 Hours. When they did ſpeak | 


any blaſphemous Words, if I did but turn, and look 


them in the Face, they look'd like Criminals before the 


gone, 


I was a Stranger in York, not knowing one Perfon in 


the City. 


Tux next Morning I lay on the Boards to reſt me, and 


fell aſleep, when I dreamt of Daniel in the Lion's Den: 


FE was awaked by One, crying, Nelſon, Nelſon; when 1 
ſtarted up, ſaying, Who wants mer“ That Inſtant, 


_ three Women eame to the Door, and brought me ſome 


Food. They were entire Strangers to me, and 1 to 
mem; But ow, Lox, careſt for me. 3 


mY 


ON Tueſday Night, my Wife and Siſter Mitchel came 


to ſee me, and found me lying on the Boards. I ſaid, 
„ Behold the Fruits of the Goſpel :” Now you fee the 


Word of Gop is fulfilled, They lay a Snare for him that re- 


 iproveth inthe Gate, and he that turneth from Evil maketh himſelf 


a. Prey. But Gop looks down from Heaven, and will 


plead our Cauſe; fear not. No, anſwered they, We 
do not fear; for our Gop is as able to deliver now, as | 
he was 1700 Years ago. So they took their Leave of 


18 


me that Night, wiſhing me a good Repoſe on my wooden 
Bed; where, Thanks be to Gop, I ſlept as way as if I 
"hind been on a Bed of Down. 


Nxxr Morning they bronght me ſomething to eat, and 
bid me be ſtrong in the Loxp, and not fear them that 
can kill the Body only. My. Heart Was rejoiced to ſee 
them ſo ſtedfaſt in the Faith, 


. Tris Day a Court-Martial was held, and I was guard- 
ed to it by a File of Muſqueteers, with their Bayonets 
fixed to their Pieces. When I came before the Court, 
they aſked what is this Man's Crime ? The Anſwer was, 
This is the Methodiſt Preacher, and he refuſes to take Mo- 
ney. Then they turned to me, and ſaid, “ Sir, you need 
not find Fault with us, for we muſt obey our Orders, 
which are to make you act as a Soldier; for you are deli- 
vered to us; and if you have not Juſtice done you, we 
cannot help it,” 


My Anſwer was, & I ſhall not fight; for I cannot 
bow my Knee before the Lox, to pray for a Man, and 
get up and kill him when I have done: For I know Gor 
both hears me ſpeak, and ſees me act; and I ſhould ex- 
pect the Lot of the Hypocrite, if my Actions contradict 
my Prayers.” Well, don't ſtand preaching to us, ſaid 
they, for we muſt make you obey us. Serjeant, give 
him ſome Money; he offered me Two Shillings, but I 
refuſed to take it. They threatened me ſore, but 1 
could not fear them at all. Well, ſaid they, if you run 


away, you are as liable to ſuffer as if you had taken our 


Money. . I anſwered, if I cannot be diſcharged lawfully, 
I ſhall not run away; if I do, puniſh me as you pleaſe. 
Then they ordered the Serjeant to go to Quarters with 
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me; who took me to the Wild-Man in Petergate, where 
the People behaved well to me, though they had Eight 
more quartered upon them. They ſaid, It is a Pity you 
ſhould come among ſuch awicked Crew as theſe we have; 
for there are but few like them in the World. They or- 
dered me a Room and Bed to myſelf. Bleſſed be Go, 
who gives me Favour in the Sight of the Egyptians, who 
have been ſo uſed by thoſe of our own Church. Theſe 
People were profeſſed Papiſts, who, I might imagine, 
| would ſhew no more Mercy to a Man that preaches Sal- 
vation by Faith, than they would do to a mad Dog ; yet 
I ſee it is not the Man that makes the Chriſtian, but the 
Mind that Was in Cus1srT, ; and whoſoever hath this 
Mind in Fn, 1 1 a Chriſtian, let the World call him 
what mey will. 


I cant to Margaret Townfhend's, and met with my Wife 
and Siſter Mitchel, who rejoiced to ſee my Feet once more 
out of Priſon : We ſang Praiſes to Gow for his great 
Mercies to me at this Time, and paſſed the Afternoon in 
encouraging each other. Next Morning I ſent them out 

of Town, and went, as I was ordered, to parade at the 

- Blue-Boar, in Caſtlegate; where the Officers ordered Cor- 
pooral N to fetch me a Gun and other warlike In- 
ſtruments, and though he ſeemed to ſhudder at the Taſk, 
he was forced to obey; and when he brought them, 
and was girding them about me; he trembled a as if he 
bad the Palſy. 


wh n * they girt me with theſe warlike Habili- 
ments, for Jam a Man averſe to War, and ſhall not 
fight, but under the Prince of Peace, the Captain of my 
Salvation; and the Weapons he gives me are not carnal 
like theſe. Well, ſaid they, but you muſt bear theſe, 


* 


Ek wn F 


ln you can get your Diſcharge. . you put them on 
me, I anſwered, © I will bear them as a Croſs, and uſe 
them as far as I can, without defiling my . Coniſcience ; 
but that I will not do for any Man on Earth. 


: Four Officers bid them march us of to Heworth-Moor, 
to learn the Exerciſe of a Soldier: But Corporal 2 
ſeemed as tender of me as if he had been my own Father, 
and carried the Gun for me to the Field. But when he 
came to teach me their Exerciſe, his Heart ſeemed to fail 
him, and he bid me lay down the Gun, and we fell into 


Diſcourſe. I found he had the Fear of Gop before his ” 


Eyes, and the Lozp had ſhewn him the Light of his 
Countenance. But he was as a Sparrow alone on the 
Houſe-Top ; none cared for his Converſation ; but they 
all deſpiſed him, becauſe he would not get drunk, and 
ſwear as they did. O, my Gon, remember him for 
Good always, I beſeech Thee: 


Nx xT Day I was ordered to the Field, and others muſt 
teach me the warlike Exerciſe; who alſo behaved civil- 


ly to me. I had more to ſee me than all the reſt, and it 


cauſed the Truth to break out the more, and removed 
Prejudice from many, I found the People of York look- 
ed upon one that is called a Methodift, as one that has the 
Plague, and, infects all he comes near; and they bleſſed 
Gop, that none had come to preach there, 


Ki if 1 Was bound; the Word of Gov was not bound; 1 


for if any did blaſpheme, I reproved them, whether rich 
or poor, and fell into many Diſputes with them; and 
Goo gave me Words, fuch as they could not reſiſt. My 
Diſcourſes had ſuch an Effect on them, that they ſaid; 
They wiſhed Mr, IWeſley would come and preach there, 1 
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gave them ſeveral of our little Books; ſo by hearing and 
reading they found out the Doctrine to be only the plain 
Word of Gov. And now ſeveral attended my. coming 
to Field ; not to fee me as before, but ta aſk Queſtions, 


and to know of the New Doctrine las ſome were pleaſed 


to call it.) Surely by all theſe T hings, ſhall the Goſpel be 
ſpr cad. The Lok p i is in the Tempeſt, and it mall! turn 


to his Glory; Satan doth but whet a Knife to cut his | 
' own Throat, 


*1 


On Sunday the 1 * I went to csg Ger Church, and 
the Loxp maniſeſted himſelf to me in great Love at the | 
Sacrament. At Night, Hannah Scolefield and I, and our 
Brother Haughton, from Mancheſter, with two or three 
more, went out into the Fields, thinking t to retire ; but 
ſome had ſeen us, and told others that we were gone to 
ſing Hymns. We had been but a few Minutes together, 
before we had near an Hundred to keep i us Ce 'ompany. 
We ſang two Hymns, and I gave theman Exhortation : : 
They received my Words with Meeknels, bas wiſhed to 
hear me again. . 1 ; 9s 65:46 

7 „ 

Onx Day as I was talking to the People, a 9 came, 
_ feigned himſelf to be concerned about his Soul; as 
he was coming, it was impreſſed upon me, that he was a 
Deceiver ; and as ſoon as he approached, I ſaid, © You 
are a wicked Man; and Satan hath 'ſent you with a Lye 

in your Mouth, but Gop will 'nbt be mocked.” He 
went away as one condemned: Before he had gone 100 
. Yards, he fell down and broke a Limb, and diſlocated 
his Shoulder ; then he roared like a Bear, ſaying, It was 

a juſt Judgment from God, fallen on him, and deſired 
me to pray for him. | 


« 


[ 115. J. 


W went a Mile another Way; but there were Poople 
walking there alſo, who knew me, and flocked to us, 
and defired to hear what Sort of Dottrine it is we preach, 

which cauſes all Men to hate us. I ſaid, © It is the Doc- 
trine of Jz sbs CRRIST, which made all Men hate him; 
and ye are ſeriſible dur great Shepherd ſaid, Ye ſhall be 
hated of alt Men for my Sake. But, they ſaid, This is a 
Chriſtian Land, and it is not ſo now. Well, ſaid I, 
Then you" muſt ſay the Goſpel is not an everlaſting Goſ- 
pel, or you declare us bleſt, and almoſt all the Preach- 
ers in England carſt; They ſaid, What do we point 
the Bleſſings to you, and the Curſe to all the reſt? We 
think it the other Way. Then, ſaid I, Vou do not think 
as CnRIST ſpake; for he ſaid, Bleſſed are ye, when all Men 
ſpeak Evil of you, and hate you for my Sake and the Goſpel s. 
Rejoice, and be exceeding glad, for fo they did to the Prophets of 
old, But Woe unto you when all Men ſpeak well of you ; for 
fo they ſhake well of the falſe Prophets, Upon this they were 
filent, but wiſhed they could hear me themſelves, then 
they could judge beiter. By this Time a great Compa- 
ny was come” together, defiring to hear me, and Gop 
gave me to fpeak plain, and to their Hearts. When 1 
had done, ſeveral of them ſaid, they would go ten Miles 
to hear ſuch another Diſcourſe.— The Prejudice ſeemed 
taken out of their Minds at a Stroke; and they cried, 
This is thè Dectrine which ought to be ein let 
van m4 hat thay: will againſt 1 it. 


+> — * 00-4 


As we came back, one of our Couppny ſaid, I won- 
der the Devil cannot perceive, that his Striving to ſup- 
preſs the Goſpel, is like ſtriving to quench the Fire by 
caſting Oil into it. As Go ſpake, ſoit is I ſee this Day. 
ag. are, like Brands of Fire caſt i into dry Stubble. 
TEL nie | 1 5 | | $7 


E 
Surely Gop will be gloriſied in your Captivity : Only let 
us watch and pray, that the Enemy get no Advantage 
over us. | . FIT 


Tux Day following I went, as before, to Exerciſe, 
when many came to talk with me; ſome to diſpute, and 
ſome who earneſtly deſired to be ſaved. Among the Diſ- 
puters was a Clergyman : I knew him; for I had ſeen 
him in his Gown three Days before. When ſeveral, who 
appeared as Gentlemen, diſputed hotly againſt all the 
Power of Religion, I ſhewed them, from the Articles, 
Homilies, and Prayers of our own Church, that thoſe, 
who ſpake as they did, were no Members of the Church 
of England: For to be a real Member of Cuz1sr's Church, 

is to feel Curisr i in us; to know he died for his Church, 
and that by his Death we are delivered from Death Eter- 
nal; to find that Spirit, which raiſed him from the Dead, 

raiſing us from the Death of Sin, that our Bodies may be 
the undefiled Temples of the Living Gop, an holy Ha- 
bitation of Goo, through his Spirit dwelling in us. For 
as many as have the Spirit of Gop, they are the Sons of 
God; and if any Man have not the Spirit of Cuzisr, 
he is none of his. Nay, if you know not, (I added) 
that Curist is in you, you are now in a State of Repro- 
bation, So, ſaid they, You have condemned us all at a 
Stroke. I anſwered, I have condemned no Man; for I 
have not ſpoken my own, but the Words of Gov, as I 
appeal to your Conſciences, you that have ever read 


them. 


Wu x they were put to Sende the Miniſter began 
to explain the Spirit of Gop out of the World ; as what 
could not be felt or perceived at all, neither was it neceſl. 


ſary, now we had the Scriptures to go by. I ſaid, It is 


1 
highly neceſſary, if the Scriptures be true; for they tell 


me, if I have not the Spirit of CuRIS T, I am none of his; 
and if I am not his, I muſt belong to the Devil: For 
they two ſhare the World between them. -—Beſides, 
If there be no ſuch Thing as receiving the - Holy Ghoſt 
now-a-days, as you ſay, then he, who repeats the Prayers 
of the Church, offers to Gov the Sacrifice of Fools. 
Here he ſtormed at me, and called me an Enthufuaſt, and 
faid, To talk of the Spirit was all a Deluſion. Hold, 


Sir, I replied, Or I ſhall expoſe you before the People, | 


which I did not deſign to do. How could you affirm, 
| before Gov and the Congregation, That you were in- 
wardly moved by the Holy Ghoſt to take upon you the 
Office of a Deacon; and now teſtify there is no ſuch 
Thing as being moved by the Holy Ghoſt ? He ſaid, Did 
I fay ſo? Yes, Sir, I anſwered, You did, when you re- 


_ ceived Holy Orders. He turned pale, ſpake not ten 


: Words more, but went away : I have met him ſeveral 
Times fince, and he TY kindly to me. 


5 nan ſome every Day to diſpute with me; and every 
Night ſome to converſe with me, who wanted to know 
the Way to Sion. The People now cry out, When will 
Mr. Weſley come, for hero are Thouſands in this Town 

would gladly hear him. Indeed I find a great Defire in 
them to know the- Way of Salvation; nay, and they 


feem willing to be ſaved Gov's own Way; that is, 
from their Sins, not in them. Surely the Loxp will be 


mindful of them, and give them Teachers after his own 


Heart. 8 


A 


Taz ſecond 8 I went to Church; and my Heart 
Was comforted again by the Love of Gop in the Sacra. 
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ment. Gop, I find, will meet with us in 1 his own W ays: 


O may we never forſake them! i. 


© 
* 8 — 


Tuls Week I had ſeveral of the Brethren to for me, 5 
and we were comforted together. Our Brother Afh 
brought me ſome little Books, which I gave to the Peo- 
ple who. came to ſee me: So that by my Speaking, and 
their Reading, many began to be alarmed, and ſent for 
me to their Houſes, to enquire, How can theſe Things be, 
which we affirm ?. For if theſe Things are ſo as you Tay, 
and Mr. Weſley has here written, then we are not Chriſ- 
tians, I told them I would prove theſe Things to.be 


true, both from our own Church, and from the Witten 


Word of Gop; and if you find you have not theſe i in- 
ward Marks of Faith, ſuch as, Peace, Joy, Love, che 
Witneſs of the Spirit, you are no Chriſtians yet; but that 


is no Reaſon why ye ſhould not become ſach.: For 


CnrisThascommanded Repentanceand Remiſſion of Sins 
to be preached to every Soul in his Name; and, he doth 
actually pardon and abſolve all them that truly repent, 


and unfeignedly believe his holy Goſpel. Therefore ſeek, 
| and you ſhall find; for the Truth of Gop binds him to 
give to every one chat aſketh. 8 


Tus People attended my going to/the Field al this 
Week ; and when I went along the Streets, they kame 


out of their Houſes to ſtare at me, as if I had been a2 
| Monſter, : I have read that they would not ſuffer them to 
buy or ſell in the City, unleſs they had the Mark of the 


Beaſt ; but here, without his Mark we cannot ſo nuch as 
paſs the Streets. O my Gop, Why is thy Servant: as a 


ſpeckled Bird in this which iscalled a Chriſtian Country? 


Called after thy moſt ſacred Name; which whoſoever : 
nameth ſhould depart from Iniquity. How is the faith- 


(4 


4 


deny all Inſpiration.“ How dare you then pray for the 8 


Com 


ful City become an Harlot, and thy People taken Captive | 


by the Enemy at his Will. It is Time for thee, Lox, to 
"_ to thy Hand, for they have deſtroyed * Law! 


Oxs Day this Week, after my Exerciſe on the Moor, 


there came a Gentleman i in Gold-Lace, and a Miniſter in 


Diſguiſe, and began aſking me Queſtions ; which I an- 


ſwered according to the Ability Gop gave me; many 
flocked . round about us to hear, for our Diſpute was 
long, 3 and hot on their Side. I believe we had talked 
half an Hour before I perceived he was a Miniſter ; for I 
took him for a Lawyer, and ſuch a one as believed there 


was no Go: For if I ſpake of the Scripture, he threw 


up his Head and called me Fool, and bid me hold my 
Nonſenſe. I ſaid, . That which you call Nonſenſe, I 


call. the higheſt Wiſdom.” When I ſpake any Thing of 


the Spirit of Gop, he heaved his Cane at me, as if he 
would have ſtruck me: But God gave me perfect Peace 


22 x 1 „ 3 


in my Soul, and Words that made him ſtart, and con- 


vinced the Bye- ſtanders of the Truth. He was ſo enrag- 
ed that he foamed at the Mouth like a Horſe that is hard 
rid. But when I underſtood that he was a Miniſter, I 
ſaid, « Hold, Sir, Let me ſpeak a little by your Leave. 


You call yourſelf a Miniſter of the Church of England, do 


you nc not d I do. Pray then, Sir, What Doctrine do you 


— — 8 


'P each ? for you make the Word of God of none Effect, 


aid you deny all Inſpiration. He teplied, So I do 


Inſpiration of God's Spirit, when you do not believe 


there .is any ſuch Thing? When he had raged a while, . 


he. ſaid, I believe you have read the Book of ob, and 


made it all your own. I anſwered, © I have Need of 


Patience, who have Men of ſuch Principles as you to talk 
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with, that regard not what they ſay to provoke one; but 
I thank Goo, you have not done it yet. —He replied, 
His Reaſon for ſpeaking ſo was, becauſe I could ndt be 
quiet with my Nonſenſe and Inſpiration. And, I hear, 
you have preached ſeveral Times ſince you came, and 
Have filled the Heads of many in this Town with your 
new Doctrine. I told him I had not preached publickly 
finceI came, but did not know how ſoon I might, Then 
he ſhook his Stick, ſtampt, and faid in Anger, © If you 
do preach publickly, we ſhall take an Order with you, 
which ſhall be worſe than ſending you for a Soldier.” 
Let Gop look to that, T anſwered ; for by his Grace, I 
can love all Men, but fear none, that can kill the Body 
only.] aſſure you, it is not the Fear of Man which ſhall 
hinder me from Preaching : for where the Spirit of the 
Loxv is, there is Liberty. When he began to be calm 
| alittle, Iaſked him, Sir, Suppoſe you had been inward- 

ty moved by the Holy Ghoft to preach the Goſpel ; if 


the outward Ordination was refuſed you, when you be- 5 


lieved yourſelf called according to the Will of Cx ISTJ to 
preach, would you forbear Preaching ? that is, would 
vou obey Man or Gop ? I ſuppoſe, ſaid he, You think 
you have put an hard Queſtion to me. But, hard or 
eaſy, he never anſwered it; and I cannot remember that 
ever I ſaw him fince. Juſf as he went away he challeng- 
ed me to go into a Room with, him ; but, I ſaid, «I 
5 have done aghting, Sir.“ 8 


O Saturday, Sen deſired me to preach c on Sunday 
Morning. I told them I ſhould take a Walk out to the 
Moor at half an Hour after Seven. Accordingly, I did 


ſo, and found thrice as many as I expected, and preach- | 
ed to about goo well-behaved People, who intreated me 


[ 1 1 
to preach again to them at Night. I anſwered ſome of 
them, I did not know but I might : Yet I gave no public 


Notice : But one told another, and ſpread it through t the 
no | 


I went to the Minſter, aid hband ths Biſhop 8 
and received the bleſſed Sacrament at his Hands. At Se- 
ven in the Evening, I went to the Moor, and found an 
unexpected Congregation, I believe 6000 People. But 
there was nothing prepared for me to ſtand on, and great 
Part of the Soldiers were there almoſt drunk, and began 


to quarrel with the People that crouded me; ſo that I. 


law there was likely to be Miſchief done, and prevented 
it by withdrawing. If I had preached, I believe they 
would have behaved quietly, for they ſeemed to have a 


great Deſire to hear what this Doctrine is. I had not the 


Opportunity of ſatisfying them at this Time; but they that 
heard in the Morning told others, and inflamed them the 
more with a Deſire to heat for themſelves. Several ſent 
| for me to their Houſes, and others came to me: So I ſeo 


Gop will work, and who ſhall hinder? Lozp; open 5 


their Underſtandings that they may know the Things 
which belong to their everlaſting Peace, 


Ox Monday I heard, that ſome Clergymen were with 
che Officers; a and, at Night, one of the Officers ſent for 
Ds, and ſaid, What, you cannot leave off your Preach- 
ing yet; but we muſt be blamed about you. But if ever 
you preach publicly more, you ſhall be ſeverelywhipped. an 
My anſwer was, I am not careful in this Matter, It is 
better to obey Gov than Man! 11 believe it is the Will of 


Gop that I ſhould preach; and I have not taken Man to 


pleaſe i in any Thing that will offend my Gop, 
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Wirn many Threats ke bid me go, but I made no 


| Promiſe to obey him, neither did I intend it in this Caſe 5 


for I had promiſed to go to Ackam, a Village about a 
Mile out of York, the next Evening: Accordingly I went 
and preached to almoſt all the Inhabitants, in a Field. 
The Loxd gave me to ſpeak his Word freely, and ſent 

it with Power to their Hearts : The Rock was ſtruck, and 
the water guſhed out. All whom I ſaw behaved well; | 


many faid they hoped I would come again; © For let 


Men ſay what they will of this People, this is the Truth, 
and ſo we ſhall find it one Day.” 


As I cane down the Street, an Alderman of York, and 
his Wife, who had been to hear me, were ſtanding at 


the Gate of his Houſe, and he called to me, and ſaid, If 


you pleaſe to accept of a Glaſs of any Sort of Liquor my 


Houle affords, it is at your Service: 1 ſaid, „I thank 


you for your Good-will, but I don't care to drink,” Se- 


veral others offered me Drink, but I took none. They 


prayed me to come once a Week, as long as I ſtayed in 


York, Loxp, be mindful of this People, I beſeech thee, 
and ſend them thoſe who will preach Righteouſneſs by 


Faith in IEsus CHRIST: And O that they may be found 
in the Wedding-Garment in that Day, when every Co- | 


vering, which is not of thy Spirit, will be found as filthy 
25 before mY pure en 


All that Week I had Company as RE as I could 


tell what to do with. Several deſired me to preach on 
Sunday Morning. I did not promiſe, but went to diſ- 
courſe with about a Score, at Seven, on the Moor: 
| Others had a Suſpicion of "wy being there, and I believe 


N 
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200 flocked round me, as ſoon as they ſaw me walking, 
| and begged me to preach to them : I told them I ſtood in 
Jeopardy if I did; but they anſwered, We are more in 
Danger than you, for our Souls are in Danger; on which 
it came into my Mind that I had freely received, and 
_ ought freely to give: Wherefore I preached to them, and 
God was with us of a Truth, and the Hearts of the Peo- 
ple were opened to receive the Word i in Love. | 


F , on thence I went to Siſter Cents where I 
found my own Brother, and Brother Mitchell, who came 
to ſee me; and we were comforted together. Our Time 
was ſhort, for I had but half an Hour, before I was to 
anſwer for what I had done. Somebody had told the 
Enfign that I had been preaching ; ſo he ſent for me and 
ſaid, © D—n your Blood, Sir, Have you been preaching 
this Morning ? I told him I had ; on which he ſwore he 
would have no Preaching nor Praying in their Regiment. 
Then faid I, Sir, You ought to have no Swearing nor 
Curſing neither; for ſurely I have as much Right to r 
and preach, as you have to curſe and ſwear. 


He ſwore again that I ſhould be 3 whipped 
for what I had done. I anſwered, © Let God look to 
that, the Cauſe is his. But if you don't leave off your 
Curſing and Swearing, it will be worſe with you than 
with me.” Then he ſaid, Corporal, Put this Fellow 
in Priſon directly.“ The Corporal ſaid, © Sir, I muſt 
not carry a Man to Priſon, unleſs I give in his Crime 
with him.” Well, ſaid he, It is for diſobeying Orders. 
Sol ſee an Hundred may diſobey all the Orders of God, 
and there i is no Notice taken of them; nor do the com- 
mon People cry out, hang them out of the Way: Butif 
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one of a Thouſand begins to reprove them for Sin, they 
hale him to Priſon, as if he had killed Father or Mo- 


ther. But ſo it was from the Beginning; for a Murderer 
was preferred before the Prince of Life. 


I was put Priſoner juſt as the Church began, and 1 
ſent a Man to tell my Brother that the Word of Gov 
was fulfilled. —Behold, the Devil ſhall caſt fome of you inta 


 Prijon, that ye may be tried ; and deſired their Prayers that 


J might be faithful unto Death. 


As ſoon as I was 


within the Priſon, my Heart was filled with Joy unſpeak- 


able, and my Mouth with Praiſe to my dear Redeemer, 
This alſo ſhall turn to the Glory of God ; for ſeveral 
Men of good Report heard me this Morning, and teſtifi- 
ed that I had ſpoke the Truth; and they would not 
(they aid) be guilty of ſending that Man to Priſon for 
Preaching for all the World. This cauſed many to come 
to me, who offered me Wine and ſtrong Drink. I told 
them I did not care for any Sort of ſtrong Liquor; but | 
ſuch as T had, gave I unto them; ſome little Books, and 
the Words of Gov, which he gave me plentifully to 
ſpeak to them, without OS of any Man' 8 Per- c 
ſon. | 
2 Wa 
Two Nights and near three Days, I was kept Priſoner 


at this Time ; during which, my Soul was as a watered 


Garden ; and 1 could ſing Praiſes to God all the Day 


long, for he turned my Captivity into Joy; and gave me 
to reſt as well on the Boards as if I had been on a Bed of 


Down. Now could I fay, Gop's Service is perfect Free- 


dom, and I was carried out much in Prayer, that my Ene- 


mies might drink of the ſame River of Peace, which wy 
: Per gave ſo e to me. 


E 16 I 

Now did I more plainly ſee the dreadful State of the 
Unconverted than ever before; and thought, if it might 
be the Converſion of my Enemies, I could be conten 
that they ſhould tread me under their Feet. But Gop 
only knows how it would have been, had I been ſo 
tried : Yet thus far he hath helped me, and given me 
Strength for my Day. Indeed I have found him a Gop 
of Truth, as far as I have tried him ; and I put forth the 
Hand of my Faith, to lay hold of his Strength for what 


he ſhall next call me to, 


6 


Or Tueſday I was fetched out, and brought before 


the Major. There were ſeveral of the young Officers 
with him, who ſmiled when I came into the Room ; 
for they had been ſeveral Times to ee me in Priſon, and 
had ſwore 1 ſhould be ſeverely whipt. But I told them, 
If they did not repent, and leave off that Swearing, they 
would periſh eternally, And I ſhall be Witneſs againſt 


you, and that will be worſe than your. whipping me for. 


CRIST's Sake. 


| Now they ſeemed to rejoice, as if their Words were 


going to be fulfilled. The. Major called, John Non, 
What was you put in Priſon for? “ For warning the 
People to flee from the Wrath to come, I anſwered ; 


and if this be a Crime, I ſhall commit it again, unleſs 


you cut my Tongue out : For it is better for me to die 
than diſobey Goo.” Well, but if that be all, he replied, 
That is no Crime: For when you have done your Duty, 
I do not care if you preach every Night in an Houſe, or 
any private Place out of the Town ; but! would not have 
you make any Mobs.” That, faid I, is far from my De- 


ſign. Well, ſaid he, You may go Home to your Quar- 
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ters, and if I have a convenient Time, I will ſend for 
you, and hear you myſelf; for I wiſh all Men were like 
you.” Here my Adverfaries hung down their Heads, 
and gave off Smiling. 


As I went to Siſter Townflend's, I kaed that we were 
to leave York on Thurſday at Four in the Morning, and 
march to Sunderland. I had a great Deſire to ſee my Wife 
firſt ; but ſhe did not get my Letter ſoon enough. Many 
of the People came and ſaid, . We are ſorry you are go- 
ing ſo ſoon from York; but if you get your Liberty, we 
hope both you and Mr. Weſley will come: For we have 
Need of ſuch plain Dealing, and Thouſands in this City 
would be glad to hear.— V ou ſee what a populous wick- 
ed Place it is: Pray do not forget us, but think of us 
when you ſee us not. We expected ſome of you two or 
three Years ago; but you had no Regard for our Souls, 
till Goo. brought you by Force. Surely you was not ſold. 
| hither, but ſent for our Good ; therefore forget us 


0 THE | OY PR which this People ſhewed, and 
Deſire for the Word of Gop! It moved me to cry out, 
Loxp have Mercy on them, and let them hear thy Goſ- 
pel, and find it thy Power unto Salvation ; for why 
mould thy People periſh for Lack of Knowledge? 5 


Ox Thurſday Morning we ſtood two Hours in the 
Streets before we ſet out of Town. We marched to Efmng- 
wald that Day, and when we were. drawn up in the 
Street, the People perceived me to be the Methodiſt 
Preacher they had read of in the News-Papers. They 
told one another, and flocked about me, as if the Sol- 
An had brought. a Monſter into the Town, | 


L471 
Wurn we had ſtaid near an Hour in the Street, f and 
five more were balloted at one Houſe, where the People 
were ſo poor, they had not ſix Seats for us to ſit on, nor 
any Beds; ſo we came back to the Officers Quarters, and 
they ordered four of us to another Houſe, 5 


God gave me to ſpeak plainly to them, and ſeveralof 
their Neighbours, who came to ſee the Methodiſt. And 
then they ſaid, If this be the Methodiſt Doctrine, we 
pray Gop we may* have it preached 1 in this Town, for 
Hundreds would be _ to hear you. | 


Ix the Evening the Hendl of the Town came 1 
in. He is a profeſt Papiſt, but a moral honeſt Man, and . 8h f 
one who bears a good Character in his Neighbourhood. 11 
He aſked me many Queſtions, and Gop gave me to an- 
ſwer him to his Satisfaction. Indeed I never ſaw 4 Man 
of his Rank ſo teachable and humble: His Gold- Lace 
did not make him above liſtening to the Goſpel; he ſeem- BY 
ed a Man of ſound Reaſon, as well as liberal Education. 
I ſpake near an Hour, to prove the Doctrine of Juſtifi- 
cation by Faith; and that both from the Old and New 
Teſtaments: I ſhewed the Truth of that juſtifying Faith; 
and the Neceſlity of every Man's having it, that he may 
eſcape the Damnation of Hell, The Word had ſuch 
Effe& upon him, that his Eyes diſcovered the Tender- 
neſs of his Heart; and, when I had ended, he ſaid, I 
think no Man in his Senſes would dare to hinder you 
from inſtructing Sinners in the Way of Salvation: As for 
my Part, I ſhall be glad to ſee you at Liberty; and if 
you get clear, of theſe Men, and come again this n I 
would have you call on me. 
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I was amazed to find ſuch a Man among the Papiſts; 


having met very few, either Teachers or Hearers of our 


own Church, but what hold the Papiſt Principles ten 


Times ſtronger than this Man, who calls himſelf a Pa- 


fiſt. When he went away, he forced Two Shillings in- 
to my Hand, which I would have returned, telling him 
I received no Money, and needed none; but he would 


not take it again; ſaying he could afford it, and I might 


have Occaſion for it on my Journey. O Gov, be mer- 
ciful to him that gives a Cup of cold Water to thy Ser- 


.vants., 


NexrT Morning at Two, the Drum beat for us to 
march out ef Town. By Eleven on Friday, we got to 
Northall:rton ; and by Twelve, ſettled in Quarters. —E 
went into the Market-place, and ſpake to thoſe I found 
there, of the Way of Salvation; I hope not in vain. Af- 
terwards as I was ſitting alone, there came a Shopkeeper, 


and ſaid, „If I would go to his Houſe, he would give 


me a Glaſs of any Liquor I pleaſed to drink: I ͤ told 


him I did not drink any ſtrong - Liquor: 6 Well, but, 
Laid he, 1 deſire your Company, if you pleaſe, for half 


an Hour,” 1 went to his Houſe, and drank Tea with 


him and his F amily, and ſpake plainly to them: They re- 
ceived my Exhortation with Thankfulneſs, and ſaid, We 
have heard much of you, but never heard any of you be- | 
fore: Several of you have paſſed through this Town; and 
we wonder they have never preached here. If you come 


again, we hope you will call and ſee us.” I gave them 2 
Bock, and returngd to my Quarters. 


NzxT Morning. at Gas, the Drum beat for us to march, 


and we got to Darlington by Nine. Here I was known" 


1 
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| to vera; and, by them, made known to almoſt all the 


Town, Many came to my Quarters to talk with me; 


and others ſent for me, Whence the Famine in our 


Land? I find the People hunger after the Word, as if 


there were no Bibles in the Nation. 


} 


We reſied. here on Sundae, and 1 had many to kee 


2 a When they heard what our Doctrine was, they 


cried, It is a Shame to ſend a Man for a Soldier for 
ſpeaking the Truth; for let all Men ſay what they will 
this i is the Goſpel of An Cuxlsr. 


is N the Evening, one of the Officers came to me, and 
ſaid, „Well, Sir, Why was you not at Church To- 
day pn I anſwered, „I was, Sir, and if you had been 


there you might have ſeen me; for I never miſs going, 
when I have an Opportunity.“ Well, Sir, he added, 


have you preached ſince you came hither? Not publick- 
ly yet, I replied.” He ſwore he wiſhed I would, that 
he might puniſh me ſeverely, But, Sir, (I told him) If 
you don't repent, and leave off that Habit of Swearing, 
on will be worſe puniſhed than you are able to puniſh 
He ſaid, „I will make you mind your Firelock, 


2 leave off your Preaching.“ Ves, 2 I anſwered, 
When I leave off Speaking. 


Tars was he that put me in Priſon at t York for Preach- 
ing. As Saul hunted David, ſo has this Man hunted my 
Soul; but I truſt the ſame Gop that delivered David will 


deliver: me from cruel Men. 


Ha ned for one of the Soldiers, arid took the Cock- 
ade out of his Hat, putting it in mine, and ſwore he 


would make me wear it: This cauſed a ſore Temptation 
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to ariſe in me, to think that an ignorant wicked Man 
ſhould thus torment me in the Street and Priſon, and I 
was able, to tie his Head and Heels together. I found 
an old Man's Bone in me; but the Loxp lifted up a 
Standard when Anger was coming in. like a Flood, elſe 
T ſhould have wrung his Neck to the Ground, and ſet 
my Foot upon him; which would have brought a Re- 
proach upon the Goſpel, and wounded my own Soul : 
But, O! God is good to me, for he ſhewed me my 
Danger, and delivered me from it in a Moment : Then 
could I look on him with Pity, and NY for him from 
the Groupe, of my Heart. 


— 


JA CAVE Teverit Books away in this Own allo ; which 
we left the next Morning. 


I was much ſurpriaed at the . of the Sol- 
As in all this March, for I believe Twenty offered to 
carry the Gun for me, or any Thing elſe I had. Gov, 
I found, ſupported me wonderfully in all theſe Trials; 
for I could travel fifteen or twenty Miles faſting, as 
well as thoſe who ate and drank two or three Times 
by the Way. Surely Man doth not live by Bread alone; 
but the Loxo is the Strength of Iſtael; the Defender of 
all them that put their Truſt in bim. O Goa! be theu 
my Guide unto Death. 


WI got to Durham by Nine on Monday; : Pur, in our 
Way to Darlington, we had 'a River to croſs, and were 
obliged to wade through it. The Day was very hot; ſo 
that I had ſweat much, and caught Cold immediately. 
J found myſelf much out of Order, when we got to Dur- 
auen. and deſired I might lay down a little. Corporal 
— lay down with meg 'and fell ep. At Twelve 


WEEN 


I awoke ſuddenly, as if ſome Man had called me, and 

ſaid to the Corporal, I muſt go to the Market-place direct- 

ly, for what I know not, neither which Way to go to ity 
Nor J, he ſaid; but I will go with you, and we can en- 
quire the Way. Accordingly we did: And juſt as we 

got thither, my Brother Weſtel! was enquiring for me 

among the Soldiers. c Well, ſaid Mr. W—, I did' 
never ſee ſuch a Thing in all my Life, that you ſhould 
thus awake, and come to meet your F riend the Minute 

he came to ſeek for you. _ 


OE were much comforted abi : He told me that 

Mr. Jom Meſley would be at Durham ſoon after Four 

o' Clock. I gave Gop Thanks for that News. We went 
to, a Common about a Mile from the Town, and there we 
met Mr. . — 
great F Reaſon have I to give God Thanks that Jever ſaw 
| him, who. Was an Inſtrument in God's Hands of pluck- 


„ My Heart rejoiced to ſee him ; and 
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ing me as a Brand out of che Fire.— And 1 have found 
him Gop' 8 Meſſenger for my Good ever ſince. 
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5 WMW came to the Sign of the Angel, and had ſome Con- 
verſation together. He exhorted me to watch and pray; 
and did not doubt but my Captivity would turn to the 
Glory of Gov, and Furtherance of the Goſpel. At Six 1 
went to anſwer my Call, and Mr. —_—_ went into the- 


Minſter. . ; OT 


Arx RWARDS I and Thomas Beard, my fellow 5 * 
met Mr. W-— and our Brother Errington, and went with od 
them to the ton, and ftaid till Nine, Mr. IWeſtey ſaid, 
Brother Nelſon, loſe no Time; ſpeak and ſpare not, for 
Gop\ hath Work for you to do in every Place where 
pane! Lot is caſt ; and when you have: n d * 
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Late! | 
Pleaſure, he will break your Bonds in ſunder, and we 
ſhall rejoice together.” When we had prayed together, 
ve commended each other to the Grace of Gon, and ſo 
ONO in Body, not in Spirit, ft 


Nuxr Morning the Drum "ok at — and we were 
| called up in the Market-Place, and cauſed to ſtand till 
Three, and then marched off for Sunderland, which we 
reached by Nine. When we were brought up in the 
Town, I heard ſeveral of the Inhabitants ſay, one to a- 
. nother, That is the Methodiſt mentioned in the News- 
Papers; for his Look is not like other Mens. O my Gov, 
why am I, and my Fellaws, e Men that are won- 
dered at. | E 


Wars : we good, a Fee” hr came ta us, "and 07 5 
Sir, I wiſh you would quarter at my Houſe; for I expect 
two, and ſhall be glad to have you for one, and whom 
you chuſe for a Comrade. I choſe Corporal W—, and 
aſked for a Billet as the Man deſired, but could not get 
it: Yet I believe we got the beſt Quarters we could have 
in Sunderland. Thus I ſee, if we acknowledge Gon in 
all our Ways, he will direct o our an. 


BA 
Whine I went to n many camo to ſee me, and 


I fell into Diſcourſe with them, but could get no Hold 
of them; for they aſſented and conſented to all I ſaid; 
and were ſo full of what the World calls Good-Manners, 
that all I ſpake was as written on the Sand, though I 

talked with them ſeveral Days: Yet ſome, 1 truſt, will 
| 2 mindfal of their everlaſting Welfare. N 


Sh Satay Night I 1 was ET to and "a" on 
the Sunday following, but 1 defired I might ſtand an-. 
other wy or pay for my Guard, 1 believe ten Men 


o 


1 
offered to ſtand for me, but all in vain ; for the Enſign; 


who had ſhewed Hatred againſt me all aleng, was the 


Officer of the Guard that Day; and he proteſted he 
would make me do it myſelf, I aſked, Sir, What have 


I done, that I cannot have the ſame Liberty as another | 


Man? He anſwered, Vou love the Church too well ; 
and I will keep you from it, and make them go who do 


not like to go. Keep me, O my Gov, from all Anger 


or III-Will; for this Man is ſet to prove me. I went to 

the Guard -Houſe, and many came to talk with me; but 
I did not ſtand Centry, till Six on Monday Morning. 
The Enſign's ſaying in the open Street, I ſhould not go 
to Church, becauſe I loved it, drew many of the People 
to me; and will turn, I am n to the F urther. 
ance of the Goſpel. | 


Tur Week after Mr. M came. He had heard 
' what the Enſign had done, and came to me, and aſked 
me how I did; and faid, I am informed Mr. 4 
hindered you from going to Church; but I will aſſure 
you, you ſhall not be hindered again as long as you are 


with us. 


. 


1 Hav found ſamething of Good in this Man ever 


ſince I knew him. He will hear Reaſon, and ſeems to 


* - 


: make a Conſcience both of his Words and Actions. 


I was near an Hour in his Chamber, and he alked me 
of the principal Points of our Doctrine. I made them as 
plain to him as I could, and he heard me with great 
Candour, and ſaid he had no Fault at all to find with it. 


He told me, The firſt Time that ever I ſaw you, I ſaw 


you was no Vagrant ; but it would be a Scandal to all 


who were concerned in ſending or receiving ſuch an one; 
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forthe Act of Parliament does not reach ſuch as you: But 
the reſt of the Officers ſaid they could not help it, for 
you was delivered to us as a Soldier by the Is, and 
they are the Rogues, No, Sir, I anſwered, The J—s 
are in no Fault, for 1 was never before one of them yet. 
He 'faid, © Who fent you then ?” I replied, © The Com- 
miſſioners.“ What Evidence had they againſt you'?- 
The Accufation againſt me was, He. preaches to the 
People, by the Conſtable's Deputy: and he alſo con- 
feſſed that he knew no other Evil of me.” Well, but 
the Act of Toleration clears you from that's being a Crime: 
What, Had you no Man to ſpeak for you? Yes, Se- 
veral were ready, but none were ſuffered to do it; nei- 
ther were the Papers regarded, which my honeſt Neigh- 
bours and Gentlemen ſent on my Behalf; for one of the 
Commiſſioners was the Parfon of our Pariſh, and he 
was the Evidence againſt me, and V ſaid, They | 
would hear no other. | : 


- faid Mr. 3 it is no . e they ied 
you fo, if the Prieſt was concerned ; for they have been 
at the Head of all the Perſecutions for Religion which 
have been ſince the World began. 1 ſee them ſo wicked, 
that I do not mind Religion at all. But this is my Reli- 
gion: I believe there i is one Gop, and that CnRIST his 
Son died for the World; 1 ſtriye to do honeſtly to all 
Men ; and to do a good Turn to the meaneſt, if I can: 
And T; think my Religion is better than theirs, WhO 


5 preach one Thing and do. another ; for I have ſeen ſo 


much of them, that I will aſſure vou, L would hear you 
as ſoon as any in the Land. r 


91 faid, he could like to read me of our Books: . | 
1 A him a Preſent or An earneſt Appeal, the Charatter of 


L 138 ] | 
a Mcthodift, and the Sermon Awake thou that leeheſt, He has 


| ſince told me, that he has "Os. and likes them 


well. 


vi 


Ta Is Day he procured me a . to go to Newcaſtle 
for ſeven Days; and I found I did not go up without the 


Lozp; for my Soul, and thoſe of the People, were re- 
freſhed with the Love of Gop : Several of the Soldiers 


came to hear me preach, and gave great Attention to 


the Things which were-ſpoken, I found great Freedom. 
to ſpeak to the Children, whom Go has called out of 
the evil World, to ſerve him in this Place. Watch over 


them, O my Gov, for Good, and be thou their Guide 
unto Death. 


Ox Tueſday my Time was out to go back. I preached 
at Painſſee in the Afternoon, to an attentive Congregation, 
and got to Sunderland by Seven at Night. This Week I 

received a Letter from Mr. C. V. that the E. of §. had 
5 aſſured the L. H. that I ſhould be ſet at Liberty i in a few 

Days. I faid, © The Loxp hath not forgotten to be 
gracious, for he hath taken my Cauſe in Hand, and it 
ſhall turn to his Glory ; ; for he alone hath done the 
Work, when all human Means had ſeemed to fail. My 
Enemies cried, We have made his Bonds ftrong, and 
none can deliver him out of our Snare; for we have put 
it out of the Officer's Power to diſcharge him for any 
Price, Lox, I beſeech thee, open their Eyes, and let 
them ſee the Snare, which Satan hath laid for -theix 


Souls, and eſcape by OY: Repentance, and F aith in 


thy Blood. 


Tris Week I was much out of Health by the Surfeit 
1 got in Marching ; but found preſent Eaſe by being 
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blooded, The Week following I was ſent for by the 
Captain to the Store-Houſe ; and he infiſted on my go- 
ing, though I was ſo ill. When I came there, he and 
three more Officers came and aſked me how I did. I 

told them ; and they ſaid, Here is a good Coat for you to 

keep you from Cold, that you may recover your Health. 
I ſaid, © I have Coats enough, if that would do, I need 

none of yours. They ſaid, They would make me wear 

it, and all the other Cloathing belonging to a Soldier. I 

anſwered, © You may array me as a Man of War, but I 

ſhall never fight.” They aſked, what is your Reaſon ? 

'My Anſwer was, *I cannot ſee any Thing in this World 

worth fighting for. —I want neither its Riches nor Ho- 
nours, but the Honour that cometh from Gop only 1 

regard neither its Smiles nor its Frowns; and have no 
Buſineſs in it but to get well out of it. 


Tax they ordered the Serjeant to pull off my ry 
and put a Red one on me: When he had done it, they 
turn'd me round, and rejoiced over me. I faid, © You 
fee the Scripture cannot be broken, where it ſaith, I 

' they do this in the green Tree, What will they do in the dry. What 
do you mean by that, they aſked ? I anſwered, The Sol- 
diers took FESUS, and ſtripped him, and put a Scarlet Robe up- 
on him, and mocked "him, as you have treated me, his Ser- 
vant, this Day, for ſpeaking. his Words. He indeed 
Bath the greater Condemnation, who delivered me into 
your ] Hands : But I pray Cop forgive you all. Theſe 


Words turned their Countenance and Behaviour towards 


me, and one of them laboured from that Time to find 
ſome Way for me to be ſet at Liberty. ; 

7 Dvarxe my threeWeeks Illneſs, many of the Brethren 
and Siſters from Newcaſtle, Biddick, and Painſiee, came to 
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de me; and Gop was pleaſed at that Time to give ſome 


the Knowledge of Salvation by the Remiſſion of their 
Sins; and to comfort all our Hearts with his Love. O 
may we ever keep his Commandments, that we may 
continue in' his Love even as he hath kept his Father” 8 


. ee and continued in his LOVE. * 


Ox Friday, July 27, John Sala, of Sunderland, came 
to me with an open Letter in his Hand, and faid, f 


Come, my Friend, I have good News for thee, Gop 
hath heard the Prayers of his People i in thy Behalf, and 


ſent thee Deliverance: : Here, read this Letter, which 


the Major hath ſent to the Captain on thy. Account :” It 
Vas on this Wile, 6 1 have received an Order from the 


Earl of S. to diſcharge John Nel ſon, who. was preſt f from 
Nirſtal in the Weſt-Riding of Yorkſhire : Therefore take 
his Arms and Cloathing from him which he has received, 
and let me know if he has had any Pay ſince he came, 
and ſend him to me with a Furlow.” Accordingly I de- 
livered all Things I had. belonging to them, to Lieut. 
M. who ſaid, He was glad that I was to be releaſed; and 


wiſhed me well whereſoever I went; I had a Furlow 
given me, and ſet out in the Afternoon with ſome that 
were come from Newcaſtle to ſee me; and . there by 
Seven. | | | | 


i 


Att the Society gave Coo Thinks on my Behalf, 6 as 
ſoon as they ſaw me; for they had Knowledge of my 
Deliverance before I had. Next Morning I went to the 
Major's Quarters about Nine: When I had waited about Y 
an Hour, I was ordered | to come at Half an Hour paſt 


Eleven ; I did fo, and waited another Hour : Then the 


Naas called to ' Ez and bid me come at half an : Hour 
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after To, an he would ſpeak to me: I came again as 
he ordered me, and when I had ſtaid near an Hour, one 
col the Captains called me, and ſaid, The Major is gone 
to dine with the Mayor of the Town, and you will hard- 
ly ſee him To- night; but you will be ſure to find him 
Te- morrow Morning. I told him, That would not do 
for me; ; for my | e was s not to be done on the Sab- 
bun, 


NI an Six in | the aid, I faw the Major go along 
the Street, and followed him to his Lodgings : He ſaid, 
I have an Order from the Lord S to diſcharge you. 
He ſent for the Adjutant, and ordered him to bring two 
printed Diſcharges with him. He came, and three more 
of the Officers with him, and filled up the Diſcharge : 
When he had done, he aid, I wiſh all the Men in our 
Regiment would behave as well as Mr. Neon has done 
ſince he has been among us; it would be better for us and 

them too. Then our Lieutenant ſaid, Indeed he has 
done much Good fince he came among us; for we have 
not One-third of the Curling and Swearing in the Regi- 
ment, which we had before he came: And he has given 
me feveral private Exhortations, and ſome of their Books; 
and T thank him for them, and his Advice, for it is 
good. Then the Major ſaid, <© I wiſh I had a Regiment 
of ſuch Men as he is in all ReſpeRs, ſave that one, his 


refuling to fight ; 3 I would not care what Enemy I had a 


meet, or where my Lot was caſt, —Sir, if you fear Gon, 
I aid, You have no Need to fear any Thing elſe-: For 

| they that fear him depart from Evil, and ſeek: to do his 
| | Will, and not their own: They know that i in his Hands | 
are the Iſfues of Life and Death; therefore they fear not 
him that can kill the Body * but him that can de- 


L 1 


Airoy both Soul and Body in Hell. Aud every one that 


5 Has this Fear is truly wiſe; but he that dares commit Sin» 


his Wiſdom is the Fooliſhneſs of Folly ; ; for he is pulling | 


Deſtruction on his own Head, and fitting himſelf for the 
Fuel of Hell Fire. But he that is wiſe unto Salvation is 
bold as a Lion, and is more noble than to contend for 
| the Honour, which cometh of Men: For Having Bread 
to eat, and Raiment to put on, he knows that is all this 


World can afford him. He pities the great ones of the 
Earth, who feed on Hufks, and can be content with the 


empty Title of Right Honourable ; while, by Sin, they 
debaſe themſelves even down to Hell: But by theſe 


Things the God of this World blinds their Eyes, ſo that 


very few of them ſee the Way to veg, as it is * 
edle out in che Word of God. 


IS... 
7 


Wn LL, ſaid the Major, If you are e fo o Teiupilow about 
| Fighting, what muſt we do? I anſwered, 5 It is your 
Trade, and if you had a better it might be better for 
you:“ But Somebody, he replied, muſt fight. I faid 


If all Men lived by Faith in the Son of Gov, Wars 


would be at an End.” That is true, he ma 6 « If 
it was Dy, we ſhould learn War no more.“ | 


» 


$1 


Bur tink is one Thing I deſire to tains of you; tell 


me, Do you make your Sermons ready before you go to 


preach, or do you ſpeak off Hand? « I do not _ 
what to ſay, but ſpeak as the Spirit of Gov enables me.“ 


Well, ſaid he, I cannot tell what you mean by the | 


Spirit of Gov. „The more is the Pity, I anſwered, 
That you ſhould have lived ſo long in the World, and 


5nd know: Nothing of Go yet: For we do t not "oe 
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G0 D, but by. his own Spirit given unto us; ; and till we 
have received that Spirit, we are without God in the 
World: and no Man can have this Gift and not know 
it; for thus ſaith the Loxp Ixsus, At that Day ye all 
' know that I am in my Father, and yau in me, and I in hu 
So if Gop be true, we muſt know that Cug1sr is in us, or 
we are none af his: For as many. as are led by the Spirit 
of Gos, they are the Sons of Gop: But if any Man 
have not the Spirit of Cazisr, he is none of his; he is 
no Chriſtian, no more than a Turk or a Pagan is, unleſs - 
he has the ſame Spirit, which raiſed Cxz1sr from the = 
Dead, to raiſe him in os. Wd: from the . 0 _ 
Sin.“ 
Hanz one or the 0 pale, vou bald © one * | 
If we have not the Spirit of God, we are dead while we 
live. Did I ſo ? © Yes you did: ' Then I will prove it; 
both from the Dactrine of the Church of England, (of 
which I profeſs myſelf a Member) and- from the Word 
of Gop.. Gov gave me to ſpeak plainly from both for 
about twenty Minutes; none cantradifing me; but they 
Hood! as Sib Men, | | 
Tun the Mae ſaid, Here is ſuch a Diſcharge for 
you, as I never gave before, but once; and put it- into 
my Hand: I told them, © I have now delivered my 
own Soul, and am pure from the Blood of you all; for 
I have not ſpared either Poor or Rich, ſince I came a- 
mong you, | but have ſet Life and Death before you all, 
as you came in my Way, I have declared unto you, 
that the Wicked ſhall be turned into Hell, and all the 
People that forget Gop; and, contrariwiſe, the bleſſed 
State of them that repent, and obey the Goſpel of CuRIS T 


t 0 1 


our Savidut: And I pray Gop give you al to wade 


the Things which make for your everlaſting Peace, and | 


bleſs you in turning every one of you from your —_ 
ties: Then ſhall we meet another Day to part no more.“ 
The Major ſaid, I wiſh you well wherever you go; for 
_ believe you Methodiſts are well-meaning People; and 

ſo ſaid they all. I gave them a Book, and took my 
Leave of hem RT Fe 


. IWENI to the Room, and preached that Night, and 
had ſeveral of the Soldiers to hear me, who gave great 


Attention to what I ſaid: Then I took my Leave of 


them; and ſome of them wept, and deſired me to pray 
for them, and ſaid, We are glad you are ſet at Liberty, 


but ſorry to part with you. I commended them to Gov, 


and to the Word of his Grare, and truſt they will mind 


the Exhortation, and become. wa Soldiers of Jzsv sus 


5 Cusnisr. 5 a? 


* 


Ox the 8th 3 of Fuly, I was' ſet at Liberty to hs 


whereſoever I thought was moſt to Gop's Glory, who 
has delivered me from my Bonds : For he hath done the 
Work, and to him the. Glory is due. What am I, that 
he ſhould care for me! But he is a Gop that heareth 
Prayer; and the Cries of his People inclined him to take 
my Cauſe in Hand. —Praiſe the Loxp, O my Soul, who 


hath kept thee in all thy Trials, and hath not ed 


thee to faint i in ſore We 


Now 1 find the Words true which Mr. John Weſley firſt 


| ſent me at York : “ Well, my Brother, Is the Gord whom 
You ſerve, able to deliver you, and do you find him 
faithful to his Word ? Is his Grace ſtill ſufficient for 
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E 
or faint in your Mind. But he had Work for you to 
do which you knew not of, and thus his Counſel was to 
be fulfilled! O loſe no Time! Who knows how many 
Souls Gop may by this Means deliver into your Hands. 
Shall not all theſe Things be for the Furtherance of the 
Gofpel? And is not the Time coming when we ſhall cry 


out together? © Nay, In all theſe Things we are more 
than Conquerors, through him that loved us.” 


Or the 29th of Fub, 1744, the Day after I was releaſ- 
ed from my Captivity, I preached at the Room in News 
caſtle; and the Power of the Loxp was preſent, and ſe- 


veral were converted that Week; and my own Soul was > 
much refreſhed amongſt them. 5 


Tur Week after 1 Go out Wa Home: and Brothes 
Tinker aſſiſted me with a Horſe as far as Ferry-Hill, where 
we commended each other to the Grace of Gov, and 
1 let out on Foot. . / 


Tus Day ahi I met Brother Aft, and two more; 


| near Boroughbridge, coming to meet me with my Mare, 


We ſtopped, and ſang Praife together unto Gop, who 
had broken my Bonds, and preſerved them in many 


Ir was given out for me to preach at Leeds that Night; 
and I preached 1 in an open Yard, to a large Company of 


Kich and Poor, that did not attend our Preaching, be - 


fore I was ſent for a Soldier: Thus we ſee, that what 


the Enemies of the Load Jzsvs do to hinder his Goſpel, 


helps to enlarge his Kingdom. So it is, that he turns 


the Fierceneſs of Men to his Praiſe, and the Remainder - 


of it he reſtrains; for not one in Leeds opened his Mouth 


Cup: £ 


158 me, but Hundreds ſaid wy were glad tc to fee m 


at Liberty * | 1 


| Wurx I got Home, I 63 my Wife and Children 
well, and we praiſed Gop together. But when I came 


to converſe with the People, my Soul was diſtreſſed with- 
in me, for thoſe that had ſhewed great Love before 1 
went, by their Behaviour and Countenance, now ſeem_ 
ed to wiſh I had not come back; for Mr, Viney, who 


had been with the Moravians, had got among them in 


my Abſence, and had preached to them another Goſpel. 
They now told me, they did not want the Law, or work 
Preaching any more, but that they wanted to be fed 
and that neither Mr. Weſley nor I knew how to build up 
Souls as well as Mr. Viney did. But I found, they were 
built up in an unholy Faith; for they ſaid, to tell Peo- 
ple, that they muſt be holy i in this World was Mr. Weſ- 
's Error and mine, and we kept Souls in Bondage by 
preaching as we did: Some of them, indeed, ſhewed 
their Liberty, by trampling r Foot the Law a Gam 
ng an. | 


Wenn I 5 ſuch Havock made among the e Flack, by 


his ſoft Words and fair Speeches, my Soul was deſtroyed 
within me, ſo that I could not eat my Bread. I threw 


myſelf on the Ground, and requeſted for Death, ſaying, 


| Loxn, why haſt thou ſuffered me to come back, to 2 
| this Evil, 


Was N I preached, many ood like Stocks or Stones, | 
and others ſmiled at one another ; ſo that my Preaching 
was like a Feather thrown againſt a Rock, or as Water 


ſpilt upon the Ground, except to a few Strangers, who 
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Lu 4 
were affected. I ſaid, Woe i is me! For my Children fly 


| from me, as if T had brought the Plague among them!“ 


I nunsLED myſelf before God, and begged for Light, 


| that I might know his Will; and I opened the Book on 


theſe Words, Bring forth therefore Fruits meet for Repentance 5 
and think not to ſay within your ſelves, we have Abraham to our 
Father, for I ſay unto you, that GOD is able of theſe Stones 
to raiſe up Children unto Abraham: And now, alſo the Ax is laid 


unto the Root of the Tree. + therefore every Tree, which bringeth 
| not + forth good Fruit, i it hewn down and caſt into the Fire, 1 went 
out and ſtood upon a Table, and preached from theſe 


Words to a large Congregation, who ſeemed to be as a 
People that bad never heard the Goſpel before, and there 
began to be a Trembling g amongſt them, when many fell 


to the Ground, and cried out, © Lox D fave or I periſh 52 
| Many came to me weeping, and faid, We have been de- 
Tuded by the German Song: O pray for us, that Gop may 


give us back that tender Conſcience whith we have loſf 
fince you left us. Then Mr: Viney went out of the Con- : 
gregation, hanging down his Head; and owned us tis 


more ; but my Soul was revived again, for Sinners wete 
converted, and others reſtored to the Simplicity of the 


Goſpel, who had been wiſe above what is wiitten, but 
ſome continue to this Day in their happy Sinnerſhip. I 
met with one of them the othet Day ſo drunk that he 
could not keep the Cart-Road.. I aſked him, What he 
thought of himfelf now, If Death was to ſeize him in 
that wretched Condition? He ſaid, That he. was not 


afraid to die, for he was as his Saviour would have him 
to be; and if he would have him to be holy, he would 


make him ſo, but he was a poor Sinner, and he hoped to 


be ſo to Eternity. He ſaid, . You and John Weſley are 
Enemies to the Lamb; for you want People to be holy 


1 


L 143 bl „ | 
1 : | ak the Lamb ſhall RL the Honour of ſaving 


me: I will not offer to ſave myſelf, like you Phariſees.” | 
I cried out, © Loxp Keep me from that Deluſion.” 


Arrzx ſome Time, I went to York; and found the 


Seed ſown in my Captivity had ſprung up, for Nineteen 


had found Peace with Gop, and twice as many were 
under ConviQtions, though they had no one to inſtruct 
them in my Abſence : But the little Books I left them, 


viz, the Sermon, on Awake thou that Sleepeſt, and Sal- 


vation by Faith, and the Extract from the Homilies, and 


the Nature and Deſign of Chriſtianity, had been of great 
Uſe to them. O, What Good might be done, if * | 


| Books were ſpread . the Land? 1 


Soox after, Mr. We efley frat. for me to London, 0 I 


found my Soul bleſſed, in ſpeaking to the People; and 


many came to hear out of Curiolity, when they heard it 
was the Man that had been in Priſon; and ſeveral were 
convinced of the Truth they heard. : 


Mn I was at London, I received a Letter from Sun- 


derland, wherein I was defired to go to preach there, | 
Two Men that had converſed with me, when I was a 


Captive there, had found the Lord ; and they ſaid, 
That their Souls panted for the Salvation of their N eigh- 
bours. 80 I ſee Gop leads the Blind, by a Way that 


they know not; for I thought all that I had ſaid there, 


was as Water ſpilt on the Ground: But the Loxp con- 
firms his own Word, when we ſee little out ward Ap- 


| Pearance of it. O how wonderful are thy Works, O 


Loxp! What a great Fire is kindled by a little Spark in 


that Place, Now, I ſee, that the wiſe Man's Advice is 
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good : Where, he ſaith, Sow thy Seed in the Morn- 
ing; and in the Evening with-hold not thy Hand; for 
thou knoweſt not which ſhall proſper.” 


. In my Return from London, I preached at Noting-Croſs, 
to a large Congregation; moſt of them behaved very well, 
except a few who had prepared Squibs, to throw in my 
Face ; but three of them were burnt with the Fire that 
they intended for me, and went away, and left me to fi- 
nh my Diſcourſe quietly. When I had done, 'there 
came a Serjeant to the Croſs to me, and fell down on his 
| Knees, and ſaid, © For the Lox p's Sake pray for me; for 
I came on Purpoſe to pull you down ; but the Dread of 
Gov fell on me, (when I ſaw thoſe burnt with the Squibs 
that they intended to throw in your Face), and your 
Words came as a Sword to my Heart; and I am convin- 
ced that you are Gov's Servants : I never ſerved either 
Gow or my King as I ought to do; but I hope I ſhall be- 
gin to lead a new Life from this Hour,” This being in 
the Preſence of all the People, it ſeemed to ſeaſon what 1 
had ſaid to them. As I was preaching, Stephen Dickſon, 
5 and two more Preachers, came and ſtood a While: 
They then ſpoke aloud, and ſaid, Why hear ye him; 
for he is as legal and blind as che two IWe Veſts them- 
ſelves. 


Wur I got rake} I Sethe People i in a proſper- 
ous Way ; and the greateſt Part of them quite delivered 


from the Antinomian Principles, that they had got into in 
my Captivity ; and the Loap had increaſed them in 


Grace and N was to him be the Glory given. 5 


| 1” REY 5 1 went to Newcaftle, and laboured there 
about three Months, and had an Opportunity to viſit them | 


L & }- 1 
at Sunderland. I preached upon the Croſs to the greateſt” 
Part of the Town, who behaved well, and ſtood all the 
Time, though the Snow was eight or nine Inches deep. 
I went there as often as I could; and God vifited many 
With his Salvation there, at Painſfee, and Biddick, who 
bleſſed Gop that I had been ſent among them. They 
ſaid, That they would pray for our Miniſter, who was 
the Cauſe of my coming; for they were more beholden to 
him, than to me; and let him intend what he would, 
they had Reaſon to bleſs Gop in his Behalf. So it is 
evident, Gop hath his Way in the Whirlwind, and his 
Path in the great . 


IN my Return to coats I found that the Lozp had 
greatly bleſſed the Labour of Jonathan Reeves, and John 


Bennett ; ſeveral being converted by their Preaching, both 
there and at Oak 


I was afterwards ordered to Briſtol. In my Way, I 


called at Nottingham; and as I was preaching a Mob came 
into the Houſe, and made a Noiſe, as if they had been 


in a Cock-Pit, ſo that my Voice could not be heard for 
ſome Time. When they were filent I began to ſpeak, 


and one of them came behind me, and filled my Mouth 
with Dirt out of the Channel. I think I never felt my- 
| ſelf ſonear being choaked in my Life; but when I had 
got the Dirt out, I ſpoke again. The Ringleader of them 


turned about, and ſaid, 4 Let him alone, for he is right 


and we are wrong; and if any one of you touch him, I 
| will knock him down.“ He guarded me to my Lodgings, 


and bore many Blows for me: He defired me to pray. 
for him, that he might not reſt till he had found Peace 
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with God, for he was ſure he fought ogainfd the Tooth; ; 
but by 2 he l do ſo no more. 


I round Peace at does ; and ſeveral, who had 
been Perſecutors, were converted, and were content 
to bear the Reproach of the Goſpel. O, what a good 
Gop we have to deal with! It is plain, whoever turn at | 
his Reproof he will pour out his Spirit upon them, and 
receive them into his F n, after all they have done bo 
provoke him. 


I Found Peace at all the Places in my Wey to Briftl : 
and my Soul was refreſhed among the People, in that 
City. Here, and in Part of Somerjethire, and Wiltfture, I 
ſpent four Months. Several were awakened at Poulton, 
Colford, Oakley, Shebton-Mallett, Road, and Bearfield ; fo 
God doth, and none can hinder: Tho' the Inſtruments 


be ever ſo weak; oe he bid DT a Worm ſhall ſhake 
the Earth, 


Wullz I was in theſe Parts, the Rebels n our 
Land; and many trembled for Fear of the approaching 
Calamities, that were expected at their Coming, and at- 
tended the Word and Prayer, though they uſed not to at- 
tend before: But after the Log p had put his Hook in the 
Rebels Jaws, and turned them back by the Way they 
dame, many of them were as been about their Souls 
as ever. e 


3 before I left Briſtol, I received a Letter from 
Mr. Charles Weſley, containing only the following Words, 
e My Brother, you muſt watch and pray, labour and ſuf. 
fer : My Spirit is with you: You will ſhortly be wanted 
in ' Yorkſhare, Farewell.” Indeed Odo hath made him a 

true Prophet to me; for 1 ſee as much Need to watch 


E 


and pray as ever I did; and I believe I ſhall, as long as 


I am in this howling Wilderneſs; and to exert all my 
Strength, in labouring to perſuade Sinners to fly from the 
Wrath to come, for I ſee myſelf a Debtor to all Men. 


* 


I xEMEMBER, about eight Months before I was preſt 


for a Soldier, Mr. Charles Weſley was preaching near my 
Houſe, in the open Street; and ſaid, in his Preaching, 


Before I ſhall come to preach here again, the Devil . 


will be permitted to caſt ſome of you into Priſon; but 


that ſhall turn to the Glory of Go, and to the Further- * 


ance of the Goſpel. 5 I little thought then, that the 
Cloud would burſt on my Head ; but when it did, his 
Words were a Support to me in my Trials. | 


Warn I left Briftol, I met with many Sufferings: At 
almoſt every Place where I came to preach, Mobs were 


raiſed, as if they were determined to kill me, and all 


God's Children, in a Kind of Thankſgiving, becauſe 


the Rebels were conquered. O what ſtupid Creatures 
are Men in their carnal State ! : 
- Wren] got to Nottingham, I preached to a peaceable 
Congregation. About half an Hour after I had done, as 
I and four or five more were ſitting by the Fire, the Con- 
ſtable, with a Mob at his Heels, came ruſhing into the 


Houſe, and ſaid, Where is the Preacher? I ſaid, «I 


am he, Sir.” He replied, © You muſt go with me be- 
fore the Mayor,” I ſaid, © Where is your Warrant?“ 
He replied, „My Staff is my Warrant. Come, Lads, 
| help me; for I will make him go before the Mayor.” 
I ſaid, © I am not afraid to go before him ; but it is your 
Buſineſs to take up that Swearer: You hear, there i iS an- 
other that Iwears, and if pea don't take them UP, it is 
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in my Power to make you pay Forty Shillings, for not 
doing your Duty.” He regarded not what I ſaid; but 
haled me away. When we- were got almoft to the 
Mayor's Houſe, a Gentleman-like Man ſaid, Con- 
ſtable, Where are you going with him ?” He ſaid, „ To 
the Mayor.” He replied, 8 Pray don't; for the Mayor is 
their Friend, and ſays he will put any one that diſturbs 
them into the Houfe of Correction: Therefore carry him 
before Alderman H-—1, and he will do for him.” 
e Then we muſt turn another Way, ſaid he.” But I 
Laid, © I inſiſt upon going before the Mayor.” But he 
replied, © I will make you go where I pleaſe.” I ſaid, 
& You told me you muſt carry me before the Mayor: I 
find you are a ſtrange Officer, to encourage Swearing, 
and tell Lies yourſelf.” Then the Mob ſhouted, and cried, 
Help us to guard the Methodiſt Preacher to the Houſe of 
Correction.“ 


By that Time we got to the Alderman's Houſe, there 
were ſeveral Hundreds gathered together; and when 
we catne there, he ſaid, © Whom have you brought, 
Conſtable :*? To me, he ſaid, © I wonder you can't ſtay 
in your own Places; you might be convinced by this 
Time, that the Mob of Nottingham will never let you 
preach quietly in this Town.” 1 replied, «© I beg Pardon, 
Sir, I did not know before now, that this Town was go- 
verned by a Mob; for moſt ſuch Towns are governed by 
Magiſtrates: Ile bluſhed, and ſaid, .Do you think that 
we will protect Neſley, and you, a Pack of you? No; I 
believe you are the Cauſe of all the Commotion that hath 
/ been in the Land.“ I replied, “Sir, Can you prove 
that one Man that is joined to us did aſſiſt the Pretender, 
with either Men, Money, or Arms?” He ſaid, * 1 bath 


— 
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been. obſerved, that there was always. ſach a preaching, 
bawling People, before any Judgment came upon the 


Land.” I replied, © That is the Goodneſs of Gos to- 


wards the People, for ſending his Meſſengers to warn 
them to repent, that they, may eſcape his Judgments here, 


and the Torments of the Damned hereafter. —Sir, You 
may as well ſay, that it was thro' Jeremiah that the Cal- 
deans deſtroyed the Temple, and took the Inhabitants of 
Jeruſalem Captives ; becauſe: he told them, it would be 
ſo, if they did not repent, and turn to Goo. No, Sir, 
It is not for Praying and Preaching, that Evil comes on 
a Land, but for Swearing and Curſing, for Drunkenneſs 
and Debauchery, for oppreſſing the Poor, and loving 


Pleaſure more than Gop; and for denying the Loxp that 


bought us. Theſe are the People that bring the Sword, 
Peſtilence, and Famine into the Land.“ The Conſtable 


ſaid, . Do you think we will take Warning by ſuch Fel- 


lows as you.” I ſaid, „If you will not, you mult feel 
the Blow; for, if there is not a Reformation in the Land, 
Go will pour out his Judgments upon Man and Beaſt ; 
therefore I warn you all to look unto the Rod, for it is 
appointed to them that diſobey the Goſpel.” Then the 
Alderman ſaid, © So, ſo, You muſt not preach here: I 
verily believe you are a good Man.“ Then, ſaid he, 
66 Conſtable, I will not ſend this Man to the Houſe of 
Correction: I think, as you keep a Public-Houſe, you 
may let him lie there To- night; for he is on his Journey.“ 


The Conſtable ſaid, “ I beg that he may not be at my 
Houſe.” Well then, ſaid he, He may go to Mary 
| White's, where he. came from.” I ſpoke a few more 
Words to him, and wiſhed him a good Night. 125 ſaid, : 
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Wurx I had got into the Street, I don't know but 
there might be a Thouſand People; but I ſaw not one 
that I knew; therefore I went and ſtood under a Lamp 
that my Acquaintance might ſee me. The Alderman 
came to the Door, and ſaid to the Conſtable, Take 
Care of Mr. Nelſon, that no one moleſt him; ſee him ſafe 
to Mary White's.” —The Conſtable ſeemed much aſhamed, 
and did as he was ordered. Then the M an that adviſed 
him to carry me before the Alderman, came to me, and 
aid, © Thy nimble Tongue hath delivered thee at this 
Time.“ I faid, No, Sir, It is my God who hath the 
Hearts of all Men i in his Hands,” 
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Wi ws got to how White s, we ang an as EY 
gave Praiſe to Gov, and prayed for our Enemies, and 
recommended each other to Gop's Care and Protection; 


and we had a comfortable ae at Five the next 
My. | 


Mew I — Home, 1 os all things 3 in a comfort · 
able Way, and the Loxp added many to the Number 
of his Children that Winter; and ſeveral died in the 
3 of Faith. mende art thou 0 n in all thy 


oO * I ML to fall in 88 with; a Gen- 
tleman, that was called one of the chief Teachers in 74 
rael, who began to ridicule Mr. John Weſley, and all that 
labour with him, ſaying, © They are a ſhort-fighted igno- 
rant ſet of People, neither are they willing to be inſtruct- 
ed in the Truths of the Goſpel.” I ſaid, “Sir, I am 
one of them, and I am open to Conviction; ſhew me 
our Error, and I hope by Grace to forſake it.” —He ſaid, 


1 


ei You all deny the Faith delivered to the Saints; in de- 
nying Eleclion and Reprobation.” I ſaid; I do not know 
that that 1s the Faith of the Goſpel : For the Apoſtle Paul 


faith, It was not written for Abraham's Sake alone, that Faith 


was counted to him for Righteouſneſs, but for our Sakes, if we 


believe in him that raiſed our LORD - JESUS CHRIST from 
the Dead, who was delivered for our Offences, and raiſed again 


for our Fuſtification, I think, therefore; that this is the 


Faith of the Goſpel, That I with my Heart believe 


that Jesus Curisr died for my Sins, and roſe again for 


my Juſtificatiori; that he died for me, that his Life 


might be made manifeſt in my mortal Fleſh, that I might 


not live to myſelf, but to him who died for me: And 


this Faith kindles a Flame of Love in the Heart of thoſe 
that receive it, to God and every Soul of Man; and 1 
would not give a Straw for any Thing called Faith, ſhort 
of this, The ſame Apoſtle ſaith, That his Commiſſion 
to the People, and to the Gentiles, was to open their 
Eyes, and to turn them from Darkneſs to Light, and 
from the Power of Satan to Gop; that they might receive 
Forgiveneſs of Sins, and an Inheritarice among them 
that are ſanctified, by Faith in JIxsus CHRIS: But there 
is not one Word of Reprobation in his Commiſhon ; and 
if any come to preach another Goſpel, let him be ac- 
curſed.“ He ſtormed at me, and called me a muddy- 


ſeveral ye that he is no Reſpecter of Per fons ; F but iris 
"W - 


headed Creature ſevetal Times. —I faid, «© My Head is 
muddy, or your Doctrine is unclean. If you clear God, 
and not make him a Liar, nor guilty of Perjury, nor the 
Author of all Sin, then I may think as you do.— He ; 
faid, What do you mean?“ I replied, © He hath faid 
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have given him the Lie many Times, ſince I came in 
your Company ; and you have made him guilty of Per- 
jury; for he ſwears by his own Life, that he hath no Plea- 
ſure in the Death of a Sinner.—And you have affirmed, 
That it is Gop's Pleaſure to leave the greateſt Part of 
Mankind to an unmerciful Devil, to govern them here, 
and to torment. them hereafter : Nay, you affirm, That 
it is his good Pleaſure, to damn Infants from their Mo- 
ther's Womb.---O- Sir! Beware what you ſay againſt the 
Go of Love: For you have made him worſe than Mo- 
lock ; by your Words, that Man is as much doing the 
Will of Gop, that cuts his Father's Throat, and he that 


raviſheth his own Mother, as he that feedeth the Hungry, 
and cloatheth the Naked. —O, Sir! Is this the Go, that 


was in Cuxisr, reconciling the World to himſelf? No; 


He is loving to every Man, and his Mercy is over all his 


Works: And St. John ſaith, He that loveth is born of GOD, 
and knoweth GOD; for God is Love.” — Then he made a 
Noiſe. like a Butcher in the Bear- Garden. When I could 
be heard, I ſaid, „Sir, If ever you preach again, I muſt 
look upon you either as a Fool or a Knave.” He ſaid, 
66 Why fo.” I replied, *< You ſay the Elect were choſen 
from Eternity, and the reſt ſet a-part for Miſery ; : and 
that the Decree cannot be breken; and if you think one 
of the choſen can be loſt for Want of Preaching, or one 
of the Reprobates can be ſaved by your Preaching, you 
* muſt be void of Reaſon, and ſomething worſe, if you be- 
lieve the Thing is fixed, and that Preaching will aggra vate 
the Torment of the Loſt, and that the greateſt Part of 
your Hearers are loſt, who help to maintain you as a 

Gentleman, only to encreaſe their Damnation. He look- 
ed at me with a ſtern Countenance, and ſaid, I was as 


bad as. Weſley himſelf, I replied, „ Sir, Why do you 


13 


find Fault? If what you ſay be true, Gop hath decreed 
me to think as I do; And how can I break the Decree?” 
He faid, © I hate to hear you talk fo.” Then 1 anſwer- 


ed, .Do you want Gos to break his Decree ?” Then 


* 


he went away in a Rage. 


Meran Preacher, of the ſame Sort, heard of our 
Diſpute, and told me, He would put a Queſtion to me, 
that would drive me from inherent Righteouſneſs; Viz, 
If the White Raiment, that thoſe appeared in before 
the Throne in Heaven, was not the imputed Righteouſ- 


neſs of Jesvs CRRIST PI ſaid, “ No, Sir.” But, he ar- 


gued, it was, I then ſaid, 66 It is almoſt Blaſphemy in 
my Opinion to ſay ſo.” He ſaid; © What do yo mean?” 
TS anſwered, © The Scripture ſaith, that They came out of 


great Tribulation ; and waſhed their Robes, and made them White 


in the Blood of the Lamb : 1 never heard that his Life was 
ſtained by Sin; neither Man nor Devil could accuſe him 
thereof: His Righteouſneſs had no Need of Waſhing; it is 


Blaſphemy to ſay that it did; for Shame, go Home and 
read the Scriptures, and you will ſee, It is the Blood of 


Jesvs CnRIsT, that cleanſes from all Sin, but cloaks 
none: When a Soul appears in that Company, it is not 
like a Dunghill covered with Snow, but really pure, and 
is by the Power of JIxsvs CARIST's Spirit, reſtored to the 
_ Image of God, in which it was at firſt created; and then, 
and not till then, can it enter in at the Gates of the New 


Feruſalem, and join the Angels, and Archangels, and 


Spirits of juſt Men made perfect, to ſing an eternal An- 
them to the Great Three-one.” ——He faid, © You ſhall 


never make me think as Weſley and you do.“ I replied, 
« If dnt gon t in this Wot you Will, in Fra next ; for | 
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if you die defiled and unclean, you muſt be caſt into the 
Lake that burneth with Fire and Brimſtone ; ſo you had 


better begin now yourſelf, and adviſe your Hearers to 


cry out, Create in me a clean Heart; and renew a right Spirit 
within me, O LORD : For none but the Pure in Heart can 
ſee Gop.“ He ſaid, He did net care what I could 
ſay, for his Salvation was compleated when ChRIST, 
hung on the Croſs. I replied, © Not ſo, for he did not 
repent for you; you muſt repent for yourſelf, or eternal- 
ly periſh, after all he hath done and ſuffered for you and 
me; and if you do not believe, that he died for your 
Sins, and roſe again for your Juſtification: Nor was he 


riſen again when he hung on the Croſs, which yet was a 


neceſſary Part of the Work which he came to do; Nor 
was he born again for you, for you muſt be born again, 
or you can never enter into the Kingdom of Heaven; 


and be as really made'a Partaker of the Divine Nature, 
as you are a Partaker of the human Nature by common 


Generation, or you have no more Right to call Gad your 
Father, or Heaven your Inheritance, than I have to call 
K—g Gr—ce my Father, and his Throne mine,” He ſaid, 


.4 You are a ſtrange Set of People; and left me. O, my 


Goo, Take the Matter into thy own|Hand, and put a 
Stop to that Antichriſtian Doctrine, that is ſpreading as a 


Fload m our Land; and give the People to ſee the Truth 


as it is in Jesus; and create ſuch an Hungring and 


Thirſting after inward Holineſs, that they may pant as 


the Heart panteth after the Water-Brooks, till all rhat 
is in n. be made Holineſs to the Lonxp, - 


£ Was in i Hopes that 1 had done with that Sort of Peo- 


Je, but a Third came to me ſoon after in a Rage, and 
ſaid, That I was an Enemy to the Goſpel. I aſked, 


- 


is 
e Wherein, Sir?” He ſaid, “ In 7 that CuxisT 
died for all; and in denying imputed Righteouſneſs,” J 


anſwered, “ Faith in CHRIST is imputed for Righteouſ- 


neſs, to every Soul that believeth; and they are freely 
forgiven for his Sake, received into Gop's Favour and 


Family, and are made Partakers of that ſame Spirit, that 


raiſed our Lo RD from the Dead; whereby they are en- 
abled to deny Ungodlineſs, and worldly Luſts, and to 
live a godly, righteous, and ſober Life, in this preſent | 
evil World; and to perfect Holineſs in the Fear of Gop. 
In the Scripture Senſe theſe live not, but CnRISIT liveth 
in them; and he doth actually deſtroy the Works of the 
Devil, and re-inſtamp the Image of Gov in the Soul; 
and I read of no other Qualification in my Bible to fit a 
Soul for God's Company.” He ſaid, © You are ſtupid; 
and fo are all they that follow Weſley : But I believe as 1 
ſay, and ſo do many better Men then either he or you.“ 
I anſwered, © If you and all the Preachers in England were 
to believe ſo, I will not give you Credit, unleſs the Word, 
of Gop expreſsly ſays, that Cur1sT did not die for all; 

but it ſaith ſeveral Times, that he did die for all, but not 


once, that he did not die for all : And how you came to be 


wiſe above what is written, I know not ; neither do I 
want ſuch 'Wiſdom,” I added, © Tell me, Sir; did 
you ever feel the Love of God in your own Soul? If you 
did, I appeal to your own Conſcien that at thatTime 
you found Love to every Soul of Man: Now this was 
not your Nature, but the Nature of Gop; and if one Drop 


of the Bucket could ſo ſwell your Soul, what muſt that 


Ocean be from whence it came? But I cannot help think- 
ing, that you of that Principle never knew Gop, or if 
you had known him, you have forgotten him ; for you- 


make him worſe than Molock,” He fell in a Rage with 
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me. 55 ald, © Be not angry with me, but rather be con · 


fiſtent with yourſelf; and if I could believe as you do, 
J would not have ſo long troubled the People with 
Preaching ; ſor you ſay, Not one of them that Cuxisr 


died for can periſh, nor the reſt be ſaved :” Then why 


do you and I beat the Air? For CHRIST will have his, 
vou fay, and the Devil muſt have his: Therefore let 


each have their own quictly; and do nor torment the 


poor Creatures beſore the Time.” He then went away 


In Haſte, and ſent for Arguments to thoſe of his own 


Stamp in Lonaon, to put a Stop to univerſal Redemption 
and inward Holineſs; but never yet brought them to 


Ne. 


So ON afi ter, I met with a Roman-Catholic, who began to 
condemn all Sects and Parties, ſaying, © They muſt all 
periſh, that died out of the Pale of the Church ; that there 


was but one true Church, and that the Clhuzch of Rome 


was it.” | faid, © Whatever the Church of Rome is, you 


do not belong to CHRIST's Church yet ; for you Curſe 


and Swear, and get Drunk, and break the Sabbath; and 
while you continue to do fo, you belong to the Syno- 
gogue of Satan.” But he ſaid, Their Prieſts had Peter's 

Fower, and 8 and would forgive the Sins of all 


that belong to their Community. I faid, “ Not ſo; for 


one wicked Man cannot forgive another, nor forgive his 


own Su no, it is Goo that is offended, and it is he 


Tod % 


ber; cannot ee ada it is the | King that 2 "= 
give both, or both muſt fuffer: You-ſay alſo, That the 


Waſer is the real Body, and the Wine the real Blood of 
Crz:sr, after Conſecration: Then, according to you, 
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E 
wholgeveri is a Partaker of i it, hath Eternal Life abidini 
in him ; but the Scripture ſaith, that No Whoremonger, or 
Drunkard, or Blaſphiemer, hath Eternal Life abiding in hum = 
and you know that many of your Church, that are Par- 
takers of the Eucharift, are ſuch : Nay, St. Paul tells us, 
in the 5th Chapter of the Epiſtle to the Galatians, of ſe- 
venteen Sorts of Sinners, that ſhall not inherit the King- 
dom of God; therefore be not deceived, neither caſt 
away the Reaſon Gov hath given you: Now bring your | 
Wafer, and ſet it before a Swine, an Ape, or a Bear, 
and they will devour it; how then can you dare to 
ſay, that it is Divine; if it be ſo, theſe Brutes muſt be 
raiſed up at the laſt Day; as well as you.” He gave me 
bad Words; and another of them faid, © If he might 
have his Will on me, he would have me-boiled in Oil“ 
Then left me. Oh, my Gos, rent away the Veil of Ig- 
norance from that People; ; and let all Nations ſee thy 
| Salvation ! 
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Ox my Journey to the Place where I was going to 
preach, I called at a Gentleman's Houſe, where was 
much Company; and he inſiſted I ſhould ſtay _ dine 

with them. I defired to be excuſed ; he ſaid, What 
is your Reaſon? You have Time enough on your Hands.” 
I replied, Sir, I don't care to affront you in your own 
- Houſe.” © What do you mean,” he ſaid, I anſwered, 
If I affront the Gentlemen at your Table, it will affront _ 
you; and I do not expe&@to fit at the Table To- day, but 
I ſhall hear the Name of the Loxp blaſphemed ; though 
there are two Clergymen in-the Company ; and if I do, 
I muſt reprove them, or carry a guilty Conſcience home; 
which I will not do ſor all you have.” He faidz “ in- 
fiſt of you to dine with me; and you are welcome to re- 
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prove Sin; and if I be guilty, reprove me firſt,” I ſaid, 


4 You, Sir, as ſoon as any w_ or I ſhould not love 
your Soul a as well as another bo: | 


Wur x we were ſet down, I had ſcarce Time to eat one 


: Morſel, before 1 had Occaſion to reprove ; for one Gen- 
tleman was a Roman-Catholic, and he ſcarce ſpoke three 


Words, but one was an Oath. I faid to the Maſter of 
the Feaſt, There is one Thing too deep for me; I 
cannot fathom it. He ſaid, „ What is that P” Lan- 
ſwered, „When I ſee a Man endowed with Reaſon, 
and ofa liberal Education, run himſelf out of Breath for 
no Prize.“ He ſaid, © What do you mean?“ I replied, 
* When luch a one will damn his Soul with Swearing 
and Curſing, it is like running for no Prize: If he damn 
his Soul to gratify his vain and fooliſh Deſires, he hath 


a Sort of Pleaſure, though it is brutiſh ; but the other 


brings neither Pleaſure nor Credit.“ Then ſaid the Gen- 
tleman, “ Peter ſwore.” I ſaid, © He did ſo; but when he 
had done, he went out, and wept bitterly; and I don't 
ſuppoſe, he ever ſwore again.— Sir, I wiſh you would 
do as he did.” He ſaid, Well, I own it is not right 


to ſwear ; but here are ſome of your Clergy, (as you call 


'. yourſelf a Church-Man) that will ſwear as much as me, 


when they are hunting.“ I ſaid, „Sir, I am ſorry. to 


hear that; but it will not juſtify you nor me, if we 


Swear, becauſe your Prieſt, and my Miniſter will ſwear.” 
Then another ſaid, © Do you think, that Mr. John 
N eſley would not ſwear a vain Oath for an Hundred 


Pounds ?” I anſwered, '© I believe he would not ſwear 


a vain Oath to fave his Neck from the Gallows; if I 


- was ſure he would, I would turn my Back on him for 
ever.“ The Roman-Catholic ſaid, * J neither care what 


— 


Dy of 
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: you nor he ſaith ; for hunt I will, and I have as 260d 2 
Pack of Fox Dogs as is in the Kingdom; and a Couple f 


as good Horſes to follow them ; which do but coſt me a- 


bout Two Hundred Pounds a Year, and I can well afford 


it.” But I ſaid; „Sir; How will you anſwer for ſpend- 
ing Two Hundred Pounds a Year, when you come to give 
an Account of your Stewardſhip?” He anſwered it is 
my own; 1 am not a Steward.“ I replied, * You are 
but a Steward, Sir; for 7he Earth is the LORD's, and the 


Fulneſs thereof ; ſo is the Cattle on a Nou ſand Hills. He 


ſays; The Coll tt mine;; and" the'Silvs I mes and herwiil 
ſay to you; © Thou haſt taken my Gold and my Silver, 
and ſpent it on thy Dogs and Horſes, and fighting Cocks, 


in the Room of feeding the Hungry, and cloathing the 


Naked, or as being a Huſband to the Widow, or as a 
Father to the Fatherleſs, or as Eyes tb the Blind, or Legs 


to the Lame. O, Sir; . conſider,” It is but a little While 
before Gop will ſay to you, Come, and give an Account of 


thy Stewardſhip, for thou muſt be no longer Steward ! Then you 
will wiſh, all that you have ſpent i in Voluptuouſneſs, and 
vain Pleaſures, had been given to the Poor and Needy.” 

Then the two Clergymen whiſpered together; and the 
Whiſper went round to the Roman-Catholic ; and he ſaid, 

« Why did Gop make Dogs of ſuch a Nature, if it was 
not for Gentlemen's Diverſion ?? I anſwered, 4 Who 
dare lay, That Gop made them ſo p He faid, © Did. 


not Goo make thein p 4 Yes, Sir, 1 replied, and you 


too ; but not as you are.“ He faid, % What do you 
mean?“ I ſaid, « When Gop had finiſhed the Creation, 


he pronounced every Thing Good ; and there was no 


Death i in any Creature; but when Sin entered into the 
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World, then Death entered into the World by Sin; 
but before Man ſinned againſt his Maker, there was no- 
thing in one Creature that would take the Life of another: 
No! The Hare would as ſoon have hunted the Hound, 
as the Hound the Hare; at that Time, the Lamb would 
as ſoon have killed the Lion, as the Lion the Lamb; and 
the Pigeon the Hawk, as the Hawk the Pigeon ; but fince 
the Fall, the Earth is curſed for Man's Sins, and every 
Thing that it produces; nay, it is all a Curſe to Man, till 
it is ſanctified to him by Prayer; and I don't believe, 
that you, or any one that is here, go to your Knees, to 

deſire Gop to give his Bleſſing to your Undertakings, 
when you go a Hunting; and to enable you to uſe th 
Hounds and Horſes to his Glory; not believing, that 
you can do any Thing that will pleaſe him better.” He 
aid, © I have heard that Weſley had taught you the Art 
of Reaſoning ; and 1 6nd he has,” 1 replied, © Sir, If 
you, or any Man that is pins cart 1 what I r 
let them do it now. ELON | | 


Arrzx my Return to Tala 1 ant to auge and 
preached to a ſmall, but ſcrious Congregation. x 


Tux next Morning I ſet out for Kok Beaton; and in my 
Way, I called to Breakfaft with a Friend in Horborough ; 
but before I had been there half an Hour, the Houſe was 
beſet with almoſt the whote Town, Men, Women, and 
| Children, that cried out, with one Voice, &« Bring him 
out, that we may put him in the River.“ 11 went out to 
them, and ſaid, What do you want ?” They damned 
me, and ſaid, „ You, you Methodiſt Dog. * 1 replied, 
What have I done to you; I am not going to preach 
here now,” Then the Parſon's Son fwore, * You ſhalk 
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never preach more, for we will drown you in the River 


this Day.” And 1 found, that almoſt the whole Town 


Had agreed together, that all the Journeymen and Ap- 
prentices ſhould leave Work, as ſoon as the next Preacher 


came into the Town, and put a Halter about his Neck, 


and drag him into the River, and drown him, that 
the Town might be quit of them for ever; and the Par- 


ſon's Son was the Captain of the Mob, who had prepar- 
ed a crazy Man to put the Halter about my Neck; and 
he ſtood with one in his Hand, and a Butcher with 2 


Rope to help to hale me along; but while my Voice 
could be heard, they had not Power to touch me: Then 


they went to the Clerk's Houſe, for ſix large Hand Bells 


and came and rung them round me, ſo that my Voice 
could not be heard; then the Madman, who was above 


ſix Feet high, put the Halter to my Throat; but I put my 


Hand between my Throat and it, and puſhed it back, 

and the Man fell to the Ground, as if he had been knock- 
ed down with an Ax; and the Butcher ſtood trembling, 
and touched me not. The Conſtable then came with his 
Staff in his Hand; upon which the Mob cried, Here is 
the Conſtable; let him come, and we will put the Rope 
on him now; for he will help us.“ He came to me, and 


I ſaid, © Are you the Conſtable?” He ſaid, * Yes, Iam; 


and that I will let you know,” I ſaid, «I am glad you 
are come; and I charge you in the King's Name to do 
your Office.“ He ſaid, © What is my Office?” I an- 


fwered, © It is to quell this Mob; and to deliver me out 


of their Hands ; and if I have done any Thing contrary 
to Law, to carry me before a Magiſtrate ; and let me be 
puniſhed by the Law.“ He turned pale; and ſaid, 


0 Where as II going © 2 * 1 _— 1 Was going to the- 
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Stable to get my H orſe, but was topped by this Mob. 

He pid them to be ſilent; and ſaid, Follow me.“ He 
went to the Stable, and led out my. Horſe, and held the 
Stirrup, while I got on: He then led him quite thro? the 
Croud, and bid me go in the Name of the Loxp. O, 
5 my Gop: ! Hitherto thou haſt helped 1 me! ES | 


Wurm I got to my Place, we had a ede Meet- 
ws ; for the Power of the Loxp was preſent to heal; and 
one, that had waited long, was ſet at Liberty; and all 
| praiſed the Loxy on my Behalf, for his Ry me 
from the Hands of the Ungodly. | 


I went once more to York, in Paſſion Week; and 
preached « on Good Fridgy, at Heworth Moor, to a ſerious 
peaceable People; and gave out to preach there on | Eafter- 
Sunday, at Eight 1 in the Morning : Then went to a Vil- 


lage about three Miles from York, where I preached to 
N large and well-behaved Congregation, | 


On Eaſter Sunday I wont to Hewerth Moor, at the Time 
acid, and found two Companies of People aſſem- 
bled; the one camè to hear the Word, and the other to 
Mob. After we had ſung an Hymn, and prayed, I 
opened my Book on theſe Words. GOD having rat ſed up 
his Son FESUS CHRIST, and ſent him to bleſs you, in turning 
every one of you from your Iniquities and I went on to prove 
that this was his Buſineſs in this preſent evil World, ac- 
| tually to ſave all true Believers from their Sins: ; and that 
it was neither Sect, Party, nor Opinion; that made a Man 
2 real Member of CaxxrsT's Church; but the real Chriſ- 
tians are thoſe that are ſaved from their Sins, by Jzsvs 
_ Cunx1s7, both. from Omitting, and Committing; and every 

Thing ſhort of this, was not Chriſtianity: Therefore, 1 
aid, « Be not deceived; for x whatſoeyer is en or 
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unclean, cannot enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, 
but muſt be caſt into the Lake that burneth with Fire and 
Brimſtone : And as this Day is kept in the Remem- 
ance of Gop raiſing his Son up to bleſs us, let every one 
cry out, © Loxp bleſs me, and turn me from my Iniqui- 
ties. Then a Gentleman, a Papiſt, that brought the 
Rebels to mob, cried; *« Knock out the Brains of that 
Mad-Dog ;” * and perfectly gnaſhed with his Teeth. 1 
mediately a Shower of Stones came, and hit many or 
the People, and they / continued ta throw, till not one 
could ſtand to hear me; nevertheleſs, not one Stone hit 
me, though 1 ſtood a as a Mark on the Table, when al! 
were fled from me, and I talked to the Mob: But when 
I got down, and was going away, one hit me with a2 
Piece of a Brick on the Back of my Head, and I fell flat 
on my Face, and muſt have lain for ſome Time, had not 
two Men lifted me up; but 1 could not ſtand for ſome 
Time. The Blood ran down my Back quite into my 
Shoes, and the Mob followed me through the City, 
fearing, That they would, kill me, when they had got 
me out of i it. 1 ſaid to the Lord, « Logp, Thou waſt 
Main without the Gate, and thou canſt deliver me from 
the Hands of theſe blood-thirſty Men: When I was 
got over the Bridge, a Gentleman came, and took me by 
the Hand, ſaying, & What is the Matter that you bleed 
To, 0,” Some of the Mob anſwered, “ That i is but little to 
what we will do to him.“ Then the Gentleman pulled 
me into his Houſe; and told the Mob, If they did not 
diſperſe immediately, ſome of them ſhould be in the 
Caſtle before an Hour was at an End. Then they fled 
away z and he ſent for a Surgeon to dreſs my H cad, 


I ray down a while; and Brother Slaton came with - 
"x Horſe, and 1 rode to Actam, Net I was to have 
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preached, at Five in the Afternoon; but juſt at that 
Time, there came about ten young Gentlemen, ſome in 


the Coach, ſome. on the Box, and behind the Coach; 


who began to ſing the Songs of the — and 449 
enen Lal 


* AND two more were in a little Field by the Houſe, 
walking, when there came two big Men, one of whom 
wore, „Here he is; I will kill him if there was not a- 
nother Man alive.” I told him, That he had r not any 
Reaſon to Kill n me, for 1 had done him no Wrong; nor 

any one in that Town. Then he pulled off his Hat and | 
Wig, and gave them to the other Man, ſaying, © If [ 
do not kill him, - 1 will be damned. a Then he came ac 


kercely at me as he could, with an Intent.to run his Head 
againſt the Pit of my Stomach, but I ſtept aſide, and he 
5 pitched on his Head. When he got up, I ſpoke to him 


again, and aſked him, What J had done amiſs to him: 
He gave me no Anſwer, but ran at me again, and caught 
held of the Collar of my Shirt, which rent in Pieces, and 


| he fell down at my Feet again : Then he got up, and 


came to me the third Time; and, as 1 made no Reſiſt- 
ance, he threw. me down, and leaped with his Knees 


an my Belly, ſeveral Times, till he had beat the Breath 


oat of me, and ſet, my Head-a bleeding again. He then 


| vent to the Gentlemen, that had hired him and the other 


ro Kill me, and ſaid, & Gentlemen, I have killed the 
Preacher ; helies dead i in the Croft,” 'And then he took 
one of our Friends, and threw him againſt the Corner of 
a Wall, and broke two of his Ribs. The Parſon” s Bro- 
ther faid, s: Well, Wwe, will ſee ourſelves ; we will not | 
take your W 7ord,” Upon which, he and about Twenty | 


more cams to me; but my Breath was come again, and 
1 was turned on my Face, and lay bleeding on the 


LY , 


E 


Sid One of them ſaid, © He will get his Death, it 
he lies there a while.“ Then they lifted me up, and 
faid, We will help yeu into the Houſe,” When 1 


could fpeak, I ſaid, * Your Mercy is only to make Way' = 
for more Cruelty: Gentlemen, If 1 have” done any 
Thing contray to the Law, let me be puniſhed by the 


Law: I am a Subject to King Gzo zer; and to his Law 


J appeal ; and J am willing to go before my Lord Mayor, 


as he is the King's Magiſtrate.” But they | curſed me, 
and the K —g too, ſaying, He was as bad as we, or he 
would have hanged us all like Dogs before now. One 
actually damned him, and ſaid, If he was "OY we 
would ſerve him as bad as you. | 


Tux Parſon's Brother curſed me, and 61d, & Accord- 
ing to your Preaching, you would prove our Miniſters 


to be blind Guides, and falſe Prophets; but we wilt. 


kill you as faſt as you come.“ One faid, * If Nee 
comes on Tueſday, he fhall not live another Day in 
| this World,” When I was got into the Street, they fet 
up an Huzza, and a Perfon caught hold of my Right 


Hand, and gave me a haſty Pluck; at the fame Time 
another firuck me on the left Side of my Head, and 


| Knocked me down: As I got up, they: knocked me down 
eight Times; and when I lay on the Ground, not being 
able to get up, they took me by the Hair of my Head, 
and dragged me upon the Stones for near twenty Yards, 


| fome kicking me on my Sides and Thighs with their 


| Feet, as the others dragged me along; and ſix of them 


got on my Body and Thighs to tread the Holy Ghoſt | 


_ rt of mie, (as they ſaid), Then they let me alone a little 


While; and laid, one to another, We cannot kill 
him.” One ſaid, “ nabe heard, that a Cat hath nine | 
Lives, but I uk he hath nine Score.“ Another faidj- 
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& If he Bas, he ſhall die this Day.“ A Third ſaid} 
T Where is his Horſe, for he ſhall quit the Town imme- 
diately?” And they ſaid to me, Order your Horſe to 


8 + 


be brought to you; for you ſhall.go beſore we leave you.” 


I ſaid, “ I will not; for you intend to kill me in private, 

that you may eſcape Juſtice ;. but if you murder me, it 

ſhall be in Publick ; and it may be, that the Gallows | 
may bring you to Repentance, and your Souls may be 
ſaved from the Wrath to come.“ 
would not go, they would put me in the Draw-Well;“ 
and lifted up the Lid of the Well, and dragged 'me to- 
wards it; but a Woman, big with Child, ſtood by the 


Then one ſwore if 1 


Well, and puſhed ſeveral of them down, ſo that they 


5 could not get me to it. Then two Gentlewomen, that 
came out of the City, called the Gentlemen by their 
Howes, that- were ſtriving to put me in, Who all let me 
go; and turned to the Gentle women, and looked as Men 


confounded. In the mean Time, ſome Friends got me 


up, and helped me. into the Houſe. Then all the Mob 


ſet out for the City, ſinging debauched Sogn This Was 


on Zaſter- Sunday. 


4 


I nA RD one of them ay, as he pot into the 1 


ce It is impoſſible for him to. live; and if John Weſley 


come on Tueſday, we will kill him; then we ſhall be 


quite rid of the Methodiſts for yen, for no one r dare | 
to ore, if ro two > be killed. | 


* - 


Wann Jon were gone, I Cock how 0 to ene 


me; and I fweat ſo violently; that in the Morning, my 


Shirt was as if it had been tained with raw Beef; but 


1 1 not fo ſore as I expected; for I ſet out to meet 


r. John te. and Was enabled to ride er M il es 
= Day. 


bf my natural . 


“ 1567 1 


1 him at Ofnotherly, and heard him pieackh © on a 


Tomb-Stone in the Church-Yard, to a large and ſerious 


Congregation. I found his Word to come with Power 
to my Soul ; and was conſtrained to cry out, O Lond, 


I will praiſe thee, for thy Goodnefs to me; for thou haſt 
been with me, in all my Trials; thou haſt brought me 
out of the Jaws of Death ; and though thou didſt permit 
Men to ride over my Head, and laid Afflictions on my 
Loins, yet thou haſt brought me through Fire and W#: 
ter, into a wealthy Place.” And indeed in all my Per- 
ſecutions, my Soul was kept in Peace, ſo that I neither 
felt Fear nor Anger. 


So far, Lox, I am thy Witneſs; for thou doſt give 


- Strength for our Day, according t to thy Word, and Grace 


to help in Time of Need. O, my dear Redeemer, How 
ſtiall I praiſe thee, as thou ought” ſt to be praiſed ? O, let 
my Life be a living Sacrifice to thee; for it is by thee a- 
lone, that I cleaped | both SOR and Eternal Ds. 


Wan 1 kad told Mr. We TT of the Treatment I had 


met with, he bleſſed Gop for my Deliverance : Ho- 


ever, I adviſed him not to go to York, at that Time, but 
to go to Leeds; and Gov bleſſed his Word to many Souls 
at Leeds that Week. 


Tus far I can ſay, © The Loxp is my Helper: O, 
may I never grieve his Spirit; then will he be my 9 
unto Death, and mes Portion for ever.” = 


| Bruns is a Fund Narrative of the Dealings of God and 
| Man with me, from my gots? to the fortylebond Year 


Do Fae 


\ * 


* 


1 0 For a Thouſand —. — to ang 
My dear Redecmer' s Praiſe! 
The Glories of my Gop and King, 
The Triumphs of his Grace! 7 


F 


Mv gracious Maſter, and my 1 0 
Aſſiſt me to proclaim, 
N To ſpread thro? all the Earth abroad 
EL, The Honours of thy Name. | 


Jz su, the Name that charms our Fears | 

That bids our Sorrows ceaſe : . e 8 
'T; is Muſic in the Sinners Ears, FR | 

Tis Life, and Health, and Peace. : 


H. E breaks the Power of cancell d sin, 
He ſets the Priſoners free F 
His Blood can make the F ouleſt clean ; TIRED 
His Blood avail'd for me. | 


Hz ſpeaks ; and lining to. his Voice, 

New Life the Dead receive; go? 2590 2167 en TL 
The mournful, broken Hearts rejoice, 12 0 

The humble Poor believe. $5 | 


75 Ha him ye Deaf, his Praiſe, ye Dumb, » 
.-, , Your looſen'd Tongues employ ; 
Ye Blind, behold your Saviour comme, 

And up ye Lame for Joy. | 


* 


— 


1 169 = 


Look unto SIE 1 5 Nations on 7 7 4 


} 


Your Gop, ye fallen Race; 
Look, and be ſav'd thro Faith alone, 
Be juſtified by Grace; ; 


Ser all your Sins on * laid: 2 
The Lamb of Gop was ſlain; 5 


His Soul was once an Off ring made, +: _ 
For every Soul of Mas | 
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N and N ani Thieves 
In holy Triumph join! e 
Sav'd is the Sinner that believes, 
: * rom Crimes as great as mine. 


Davxxaxps, and all ye helliſh crew, 
Blacken'd with Luſt and Pride; 


Believe the Saviour died for you, 
And ſeel his Blogd apply'd. 


Awakrg from guilty Nature's Sleep, : : 


And Curisr ſhall give you Light; 
Fall all your Sins into the Deep, | 
And ſet your Spirit right. ( 


_ Wita me e (your Chief) ye then ſha be 


Shall feel your Sins forgiv'n, 


Anticipate your Heav'n below, 
| And own 2 that Love i 18 Heav' n. 
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